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“The Rock of Chickamauga” �
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����� �� Career Army.  Union Major General  

in the Army of the Cumberland 
    

����� �    July 31, 1816, Newsom’s Depot, VA�

������� March 28, 1870, San Francisco, CA 
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·  The Union 
 

·  Soldiers in the Army of the Cumberland 
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·  Destroying Gen. John B. Hood’s army at Nashville and 
receiving the “Thanks of Congress” 
 
   

·  His stubborn defense and his deliberate, careful manner 
 
 

·  His many nicknames:  “Rock of Chickamauga”, “Old Slow Trot”,  
“Sledge of Nashville” and “Old Pap” 
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�  He was born in Virginia but stayed loyal to the Union when the war broke out.  His family never spoke to him again.  
 

�  In his first year as a West Point cadet, his roommate was William Tecumseh Sherman.   
 

�  In 1831 he and his family fled their home and hid in the woods for safety 
because of Nat Turner’s Rebellion. 
 

�  During the Mexican War, he won an honorary promotion to Captain for 
his bravery at Monterrey, and then was brevetted to major for his skill at 
Buena Vista. 
 

�  He was an artillery and cavalry instructor at West Point 
 

�  In 1855 he was appointed Major of the 2nd US Cavalry by the Secretary 
of War –Jefferson Davis. 
 

�  In 1860 he was struck by an arrow while chasing marauding Comanches 
in Texas- the arrow drove through his chin and into his chest.  Thomas 
pulled it out and continued with his duties (McKinney 81). 
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·  Despite Thomas’s decision to fight for the Union, many northerners 
(including Lincoln and many of his generals) had lingering doubts about 
his loyalty until Sherman (and others) vouched for him.  
 

·  Earned the nicknames “Rock of Chickamauga” and “Sledge of 
Chattanooga”.  
 

·  Earned the “Thanks of Congress” for defeating the Confederate army at 

U.S. Maj. Gen. George H. Thomas.   
 LC-B813- 6480 A 

 

Detail of print -- Nat Turner Rebellion – “Horrid 
Massacre in Virginia.”  LC-USZ62-38902 

 

Battle of Monterrey. LC-USZC4-1642 
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Chattanooga.  He is one of only thirteen officers to receive this award. 
 

·  After the battle of Shiloh, Tennessee, Union Gen. Ulysses S. Grant was criticized for 
the high number of casualties and for rumors that he had been drinking.  He was 
“promoted” to a non-combat position, and Thomas was given command of Grant’s 
troops.  This caused huge tensions between Grant (and his close friend, Sherman) 
and Thomas.    
 

·  Thomas’ quarters (and those of his officers) were very elaborate in comparison to 
those of Gen. Sherman, who would often joke about them, calling them “Thomasville” 
or “Thomastown”.  One part of “Thomastown” was a very elaborate office wagon that 
contained many pigeonholes for sorting documents (Time-Life: Atlanta, p. 18-19). 
 

·  Though considered too slow and a purely defensive fighter, Thomas was the 
commander of the only two Union assaults during the war that routed Confederate 
forces from prepared positions. 

 

·  After Lee’s surrender, General John Gibbon sent supplies to Thomas’ sisters in 
Virginia as a token of his esteem for their brother.  Thomas’ sister Judith refused 
them, insisting her brother died on the day Virginia seceded.   

 

����������������� 
����!���
������
 

·  During Reconstruction Thomas commanded troops in Kentucky, Tennessee, 
Mississippi, Alabama, and Georgia. 
 

·  Refused President Johnson’s offer of the rank of Lieutenant General because he 
refused to become involved in party politics.  (Johnson’s move was meant to hurt 
Gen. Grant’s chances at the presidency.) 
 

·  Refused a nomination to run for President in the election of 1868.  “He had all he 
wanted out of life, he wanted nothing to do with politics, he wanted to die with a fair 
record, he lacked the control of his temper necessary for such an office, he was too 
poor and could not afford it” (McKinney 467). (Connection: Read Winfield Hancock.) 
 

·  He was transferred to the Department of the Pacific in San Francisco.  While at San 
Francisco, he had a stroke while responding to an article criticizing his wartime 
career. 
 

·  Thomas is honored with a statue in Washington DC, Ft. Thomas in Kentucky, and 
treasury notes with his picture (1890-1891) 
(www.frbsf.org/currency/metal/treasury/index2.html). 
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·  He was stubborn and determined when it came to holding his ground in battle.  
According to Grant, there was no better general to defend a battle position.   
 

·  Thomas was deliberate and thoughtful; he put tremendous attention into details and 
planning. 
 

·  He earned his soldiers’ respect through his careful planning, integrity 
and concern for their welfare. 
 

·  Thomas mastered logistics long before his peers (i.e. using rail lines to 
supply and support his troops). 
 

·  He bravely followed his conscience in defending the Union – and did 
not bow to intense pressure to stay with his home state.  In doing so, 
he lost his Virginia family. 
 

·  Gen. Thomas gladly accepted African-American soldiers.  He believed 
that former slaves could learn to support themselves and not be 
“thrown upon the cold charities of the world without sympathy or 

Gen. Grant. LC-USZ62-1770 

Gen. Gibbon. 
LC-DIG-cwpb-04455 

Andrew Johnson.  
LC-USZ62-13017 

African American artillerists in Tennessee.  
LC-DIG-cwpb-02100 
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assistance” (Furgurson 55). 
 

·  After the war, he recognized that President Johnson was using him for political reasons:  first, by wanting to promote 
him to Lt. General, second, by encouraging him to run for president.  He refused both propositions. 
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·  Sometimes he was too deliberate when speed was necessary. 
 

·  He had a very strong temper 
 

·  People didn’t find him “warm and likeable” – sometimes he was “too reserved”.  
 

·  Thomas was overly sensitive to military custom and protocol, especially in regard to rank and promotion. 
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·  Thomas to fellow officer Thomas Van Horne (Furgurso n, General 2):  
“Time and history will do me justice.” 
 

·  Turning down Virginia Governor Letcher’s offer to b ecome the state’s Chief of Ordinance, March 1861 
(Furgurson 2):   
“It is not my wish to leave the service of the United States as long as it is honorable for me to remain in it, and 
therefore as long as my native State Virginia remains in the Union it is my purpose to remain in the Army, unless 
required to perform duties alike repulsive to honor and humanity.”   
 

·  Explaining why he stayed with the Union instead of joining the Confederacy (Mercado “Why Thomas 
Stayed”):  
“Some thirty years ago I received my diploma at the Military Academy, and soon after a commission in the Army.  On 
receiving that commission I took and oath to sustain the Constitution of the United States, and the Government, and 
to obey all officers of the Government placed over me.  I have faithfully endeavored to keep that oath.  I did not regard 
it so much as an oath, but as a solemn pledge on my part to return the Government some little service for the great 
benefit I had received in obtaining my education at the Academy.” 
 

·  Leading a Corps of the Army of the Cumberland at St ones River, December 1862 (Furgurson 4):  
“This army does not retreat.” 
 

·  Thomas to General Ulysses Grant at Chattanooga, 
Tennessee, in the fall of 1863 (Furgurson 3):  
“I will hold the town till we starve.” 
 

·  At Missionary Ridge, Chattanooga, Thomas ordered th at 
a cemetery be built.  This is his response to a cha plain 
who asked if the dead should be buried by state 
(Furgurson 55):  
“No, no.  Mix them up.  Mix them up.  I’m tired of states’ 
rights.”   
 

·  His tearful reaction to being made a Major General in 
December 1864 (Andrews 6):  
“It is too late to be appreciated; I earned this at 
Chickamauga.”  

 

·  General Thomas’s opinion on the way the war should be 
fought (Furgurson 55):  
“We must remember that this is a civil war, fought to 
preserve the Union that is based on brotherly love and 
patriotic belief in the one nation … the thing becomes 
horribly grotesque … when we visit on helpless old men, 
women and children the horrors of a barbarous war.  We 
must be as considerate and kind as possible, or we will find 
that in destroying the rebels we have destroyed the Union.” 

Missouri Refugees.  LC-USZ62-132937 
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·  Why Thomas spent so much time preparing his forces at Nashville (Furgurson 56):   
A defeat at Nashville “would have been a greater calamity than any that had befallen the Federal forces.  It would 
have cleared the way for the triumphant march of Hood’s army through Kentucky, and a successful invasion of 
Indiana and Illinois, in which there were no Federal troops.  It was therefore of the last importance that the battle upon 
which so much depended should not be fought until I was ready for it.” 

 

·  Gen. J. H. Wilson, remembering George Thomas’s word s to him during the Civil War (Starr 13): 
“Wilson, the Washington authorities treat me as if I were a boy.  They seem to think me incapable of planning a 
campaign or of fighting a battle, but if they will just let me alone … I will show them what we can do.”  

 

·  Why Thomas would not tolerate any talk of rebellion  or discontent in the South (Furgurson 57):  
“Everywhere in the States lately in rebellion, treason is respectable and loyalty odious.  This, the people of the United 
States, who ended the rebellion and saved the country, will not permit.” 

 

·  Thomas, explaining why he would not run for office (Van Horne 422):   
“I have too much regard for my own self-respect to voluntarily place myself in a position where my personal and 
private character can be assailed with impunity by newspaper-men, and scurrilous political pettifoggers and 
demagogues.” 
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·  George Thomas’s Captain during the Seminole War 
describes his subordinate (Furgurson 1): 
“I never knew him to be late or in a hurry.   All his movements 
were deliberate, his self-possession was supreme, and he 
received and gave orders with equal serenity.”  Thomas’s 
captain, during the Seminole War. 
 

·  Grant’s Opinion of Maj. Gen. George H. Thomas (Memo irs 
574):  
“[Thomas] was a man of commanding appearance, slow and 
deliberate in speech and action; sensible, honest and brave.  
He possessed valuable soldierly qualities in an eminent 
degree.  He gained the confidence of all who served under 
him, and almost their love.  This implies a very valuable 
quality.  It is a quality which calls out the most efficient services 
of the troops serving under the commander possessing it.” 
 

‘Thomas’s dispositions were deliberately made, and always 
good.  He could not be driven from a point he was given to 
hold.  He was not as good, however, in pursuit as he was in 
action.  I do not believe that he could ever have conducted 
Sherman’s army from Chattanooga to Atlanta against the 
defences [sic] and the commander guarding that line in 1864.  
On the other hand, if it had been given him to hold that line 
which Johnston tried to hold, neither that general nor 
Sherman, nor any other office could have done it better. 

 

‘Thomas was a valuable officer, who richly deserved, as he has received, the plaudits of his countrymen for the part 
he played in the great tragedy of 1861-5.’ 

 

·  After accidentally meeting Thomas at a hotel in Lou isville, Kentucky, John Bell Hood spoke of his form er 
opponent (McKinney 454):  
“Thomas is a grand man.  He should have remained with us, where he would have been appreciated and loved.”   

 

·  Thomas J. Morgan, Colonel of the 14 th  USCT, November 1, 1863 (McPherson 229-230):  
“Gen. George H. Thomas, though a Southerner, and a West Point graduate, was a singularly fair-minded, candid 
man.  He asked me one day soon after my regiment was organized if I thought my men would fight.  I replied that they 
would.  He said he thought ‘they might fight behind breastworks.’  I said they would fight in the open field.  He thought 
not.  “Give me a chance, General,” I replied, “and I will prove it.”   

 

Gen. Grant. LC-USZ62-71918 
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·  Colonel Thomas J. Morgan, 14th U.S. Colored Infantr y, remembering 
the General’s words at Nashville  (McPherson 233):  
“When General Thomas rode over the battlefield and saw the bodies of 
colored men side by side with the foremost, on the very woks of the enemy, 
he turned to his staff, saying, “Gentlemen, the question is settled: Negroes 
will fight.”   

 

·  Fannie (Kellogg) Thomas, explained her husband’s ch oice to stay with 
the Union (Furgurson 1): 
“Whichever way he turned the matter over in his mind, his oath of allegiance 
to his Government always came uppermost.” 

 

·  John Thomas, George’s brother, giving advice to his  younger brother who 
was leaving for West Point (Furgurson 1): 
“Having done what you conscientiously believe to be right, you may regret, 
but you should never be annoyed by, a want of approbation on the part of 
others.” 
 

·  Henry Van Ness Boynton, Medal of Honor recipient, d escribing his 
commanding General (Furgurson 2):  
“[Thomas] looked upon the lives of his soldiers as a sacred trust, not to be 
carelessly imperiled.  Whenever he moved to battle, it was certain that 

everything had been done that prudence, deliberation, thought and cool judgment could do under surrounding 
circumstances to ensure success commensurate with the cost of the lives of men.  And so it came to pass that when 
the war ended it could be truthfully written of Thomas alone that he never lost a movement or a battle.”  
 

·  J.E.B. Stuart, in a letter to his wife, upon hearin g that Thomas was commanding Union  cavalry (Furgurson 2):  
“I would like to hang him as a traitor to his native state.” 
 

·  Maj. James A. Connolly, describing Thomas in a lett er to his  wife Mary, on July 12, 1864 (Time-Life 87):  
“Thomas stood there like a noble old Roman, calm, soldierly, dignified; no trace of excitement about that grand old 
soldier who had ruled the storm at Chickamauga.” 
 

·  James S. Ostrander, describing Thomas’s actions at Snodgrass Hill, Battle of Chickamauga 
(McKinney 263):  
"The Army of the Cumberland dies hard.  Seven skeletal divisions, their dead & living equal, desperately 
maintain a battle for whose success the entire army was too weak.  There is no hope for aid.  Burnside is 100 
miles away.  Only night is left to pray for.  Disaster is closing in everywhere.  Yet under the shadow of a 
spreading oak, near Snodgrass house, is a grizzled soldier, calm, silent, immovable, who resolves to hold the 
field until night comes - hemmed in by appalling ruin yet supreme above disaster - the Rock of 
Chickamauga."   
 

·  President Andrew Johnson, of Thomas’ role in preser ving order in his territory ( www.aotc.net ): 
“[Thomas] has not failed, under the most trying circumstances, to enforce the laws, to preserve peace and order, to 
encourage the restoration of civil authority, and to promote as far as possible a spirit of reconciliation."   
 

·  Donn Piatt, a 
Thomas admirer and 
biographer – 
describing his anger 
that Thomas was 
not given the 
respect he so rightly 
deserved (Piatt viii):  
“…He died neglected 
by the very men 
whose tenure of 
power he had made 
secure.” 
 

James Ewell Brown Stuart.  
NARA 64-M-9. 

Sketch of the Snodgrass House at Chickamauga.  LC-USZ62-115318 
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·  July 31, 1816: Thomas was born at Newsom’s Depot, VA (Southampton County, five miles from North Carolina). 
 

·  August 1831: Thomas and his family fled their home during “Nat Turner’s Rebellion”. 
 

·  1836-1840:  Attended West Point; graduated twelfth in his class. 
 

·  1841:  Served in the (second) Seminole War against Chief Osceola – this was part of President Andrew  

Jackson’s plan to move all Native Americans to locations west of the Mississippi River.  (Read 
more about the Seminole Wars here: 
http://fcit.usf.edu/FLORIDA/lessons/sem_war/sem_war1.htm.)  (Connection: Read John Ross.)   
 

·  1846-1848:  Fought in Mexican War and was brevetted twice for bravery at Monterrey and Buena Vista. 
 

·  1851:  Thomas was a cavalry and artillery instructor at West Point. 
 

·  November 1852: Married Frances Kellogg, from New York.  Six months later he was transferred to Texas. 
 

·  1854:  Became commanding officer at Fort Yuma, California.   
 

·  1855:  He was appointed Major of the 2nd US Cavalry by Secretary  

of War (and soon to be Confederate President) Jefferson 
Davis. 
 

·  1857:  George Thomas bought a slave as a household servant  

while he was stationed in New Orleans.  One of his wife’s 
white servants had suddenly left.  In 1860, Thomas wanted 
to free this slave but his wife objected.  Rather than sell this 
person, Thomas took her to his home in Virginia and left her 
with his family there.  After the war, he brought the woman 
and her family to Nashville, where he found jobs for them 
www.aotc.net/article5.htm.  
 

·  1860:  Thomas was wounded while chasing marauding Comanches  

in Texas – an arrow drove through his chin and into his chest 
(McKinney 81). 
 

·  1860:  In the 1860 presidential election, Thomas supported John  

Bell of Tennessee, who promoted "adherence to the 
Constitution, continuing union of the states, and enforcement of the laws".  An acquaintance 
remembered that he was bitter and openly denounced all parties – North and South – responsible 
for the secession crisis.  www.aotc.net/article5.htm. 
 

·  March 1861: Thomas turned down Virginia Governor Letcher’s offer to become the state’s Chief of Ordnance.   
 

·  April 12-13, 1861: Fort Sumter (Charleston Harbor, South Carolina) was fired upon by Confederate artillery,  

and surrendered on April 13, 1861. 
 

·  April 17, 1861: Virginia seceded from the Union.  Thomas was loyal to his oath to defend the Union.  His family in  

Virginia disowned him – for the rest of his life. 
 

·  May 1861:  Promoted to Colonel of the 2nd 
US Cavalry at Carlisle Barracks, PA. 
 

·  August 1861: Promoted to Brigadier General 
of Volunteers in command of the Department of the 
Cumberland.  He began to train Kentucky and 
Tennessee soldiers at Camp Dick Robinson, KY.   
 

·  January 19, 1862: Thomas’s troops routed 
Confederates under Maj. Gen. George Crittenden at 
Mill Springs, KY.  The Confederates were driven 
back across the Cumberland River in what would be 
the first huge Union success in the Civil War 
(Furgurson 53; Civil War Sites Advisory 
Commission).  Thomas was soon promoted to Major 
General. 
 

John Bell. LC-USZ62-110028 

Preaching at Camp Dick Robinson, KY, during the Civil War.   
LC-USZ62-1794 
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·  April 6-7, 1862: Battle of Shiloh, TN.  Despite a Union 
victory, Grant was accused of drinking on the job and was  

      blamed for the 13,000 casualties there.  As a result,  
      Thomas was given temporary command of the wing of the  
      army including Grant’s Army of the Tennessee.  This  
      caused conflict and bad feelings between the two.   
      Thomas was eventually promoted to Major General. 
 

·  Dec. 31, 1862: Union victory at Stones River, TN.  
Thomas was given command of the 14th Corps, Army of 
the Cumberland. 

 

·  Sept. 18-20, 1863: Battle of Chickamauga.  On the 20th, a 
misunderstanding created a huge opening on the right 

      of the Union line.  Confederate forces rushed into the gap  
      and bent the Union line into a horseshoe.  US Gen.  
      Rosencrans retreated into Chattanooga.  Thomas and his  
      men held their position at Snodgrass Hill – despite furious  
      assaults – retreating after dark.  Gen. Thomas became        
      known as “The Rock of Chickamauga”.  His stubborn  
      resistance saved the Union Army from a total rout.   
 

In October Rosencrans was replaced.  Thomas took command of the Army of the 
Cumberland.  The Confederates underBraxton Bragg held Chattanooga under siege 
until November.  Thomas was ordered to hold the town at all costs. (Furgurson 4). 
 

·  Sept. 1863:  Despite strong opposition, Thomas appointed Dr. Mary 
Walker as assistant surgeon of the 52nd Ohio. Many people didn’t accept her as 
a physician, but after being captured in 1864 she was traded for a Confederate 
surgeon in a prison exchange. (This amounted to “official recognition”.)  After the 
war she was awarded the Medal of Honor.  (Her medal was taken back in 1917 – 
along with 910 others – but restored by President Jimmy Carter on June 10, 
1977.)  www.army.mil/cmh/html/moh/civwarmz.html 

 

·  April 1864:  Gen. Thomas reported that he had six African-American 
regiments on duty.  Three more were  

      organized, plus a battery of light artillery.  He monitored their progress every day. 
 

·  Nov. 25 1863: Despite difficult terrain and terrible odds, Thomas’ Army of 
the Cumberland succeeded in a frontal assault against the Confederate Army of 
Tennessee at Missionary Ridge.  The Battle of Chattanooga was won.  Still, top 
command in the West was given to Gen. William T. Sherman, not Thomas. 

 

·  Dec. 1863:  Thomas was promoted to Brig. Gen. of the Regular Army.  
In 1864, he was promoted to Maj. General. 
  

·  Spring 1864: Mechanics at a United States arsenal went on strike after 
promised overtime wages were not paid. Thomas sent two strikers away, and 
then forced the rest back to work at half of their regular wages (Williams 124).   
 

·  May 1864:  Sherman’s Atlanta Campaign began.  Sherman spoke with 
Thomas, but then disregarded his suggestion to smash Confederate Gen. 
Joseph Johnston’s army at Snake Creek Gap.  The plan that Sherman actually 
used failed, and the campaign went on, and on until September 1864.  

 

·  Nov. 30, 1864: The Army of the Cumberland fought in the Battle of 
Franklin. This was a Union victory; but still, both sides suffered a horrible 
number of casualties.  (Connection: Read Patrick Cleburne.)   

 

·  Dec. 1, 1864: Thomas’s men entered and fortified Nashville.  Hood 
entrenched himself on the high ground.  Grant was impatient for a quick, 
decisive blow – but Thomas needed supplies, horses and men to carry out an 
attack.  (Furgurson 56)  When Thomas was prepared to attack, an ice storm 
slammed Nashville and no one could move.  Grant was furious that Thomas 
hadn’t attacked Hood.  On the 14th he decided to fire Thomas – in person.  

Monument at Stones River.  Photo by Derek Ralston of  
Oroville, California, 2nd place winner in the “Endangered” 

category of the 2007 photo contest. www.civilwar.org.  

Gen. Rosecrans.  
LC-DIG-cwpb-06052 

Gen. Cleburne.  
LC-USZ62-107446 
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Fortunately, this didn’t happen.  (For an analysis of Grant and Thomas, see: 
www.cincinnaticwrt.org/data/ccwrt_history/talks_text/starr_grant_thomas.html.) 
 

·   Dec. 15, 1864: The ice melted and Thomas’ men crushed Hood’s army.  
Thomas was using two brigades of United States Colored Troops (USCTs) in the 
attack.  He chased Hood’s army for two weeks, not allowing him to reorganize his 
army (Furgurson 56). 

 

·  March 1865: Thomas earned the “Thanks of Congress” for routing the 
Confederate army at Nashville.   

 

·  April 9, 1865: Lee’s Army of Northern Virginia surrendered. 
  

The war wasn’t over: (www.civilwarhome.com): 
 
April 26 Gen. Joseph Johnston surrendered to Maj. Gen. Sherman;  
May 4 Gen. Richard Taylor surrendered to Maj. Gen. Canby;  
June 2 Gen. Kirby Smith surrendered to Maj. Gen. Canby;  
June 23 Brig. Gen. Stand Watie surrendered to Lt. Col. Asa Mathews 
Nov. 6 Capt. James Waddell surrendered the Shenandoah to Capt. 
                          J.G. Paynter of the HMS Donegal at Liverpool, England 

  
�  April 14 1865:          Abraham Lincoln was assassinated by John Wilkes Booth.  He 

                                      died the next morning.  In a separate attack, Secretary of State  
                                      Seward was severely wounded in a stabbing. 
 

·  June 7, 1865:  Thomas was sent to command the Military Division of the 
Tennessee -- which meant that Kentucky, Tennessee, Georgia, Alabama and 
Florida were under his command.  Mississippi was added on June 22nd.  (Official 
Records http://ehistory.osu.edu/osu/sources/recordView.cfm?Content=104/1022).  
 

·  July 19, 1866: The Tennessee legislature passed the 14th Amendment.    This 
was necessary for Tennessee to be readmitted to the Union.  Thomas had asked 
for authority to help the governor deal with uncooperative legislators – which was 
denied by both Edwin Stanton and General Grant www.aotc.net/article5.htm).  

 

·  April 20 1867: Thomas was repeatedly asked to run for office.  On this date 
he wrote to General J. Watts De Peyster of New York, stating that he did not wan 
to run for the presidency because “I have too much regard for my own self-respect  

       to voluntarily place myself in a position where my personal and private character  
       can be assailed with impunity by newspaper-men, and scurrilous political  
       pettifoggers and demagogues.” (Van Horne, 422). 
 

·  Feb. 21, 1868: President Johnson sent Thomas’ name to the Senate for 
confirmation as Brevet Lieutenant General, and General in the Army.  (Van Horne 
420-421). On February 22nd and 23rd, Thomas sent telegrams to both the President 
and the U.S. Senate – refusing the nomination.  He knew, however, that Johnson 
was using Thomas as a political pawn in order to keep Ulysses S. Grant from 
winning the presidency.  Johnson’s scheming didn’t work:  Grant won the 1868 
election. 

 

·  June 15, 1869: Thomas was transferred to San Francisco, Department of the 
Pacific, much to his disliking (Van Horne 434) 
 

�  March 28, 1870: At his headquarters in San Francisco, George Thomas 
suffered a stroke sometime after 10:30 AM.  He was attended by his physicians, 
his wife, and Mr. Van Horne.  At around 7:25 he passed away.  His body was taken 
to Troy, New York, to be buried.    

 

      His Virginia family members (including his sisters) did not attend the funeral. 
  
·  Nov. 19, 1879: Veterans of the Army of the Cumberland dedicated a statue of 

Thomas on horseback.  It was placed in Washington’s “Thomas Circle” at 14th and 
Vermont Ave. NW.  Ironically, it faces Virginia via 14th Street. 

 

Gen. Hood. NARA 111-B-5274 

Edwin Stanton.  
LC-DIG-cwpb-06438 

General Thomas in a rare view with 
the photographer’s studio.   

LC-DIG-cwpbh-00679 
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I.  Culture 
 

What differing beliefs, values, traditions and customs were important to the North 
and South before, during and after the Civil War?  What was day-to-day life like?  
How were the regions different?  Alike?   
 

Thomas taught the slaves on his family’s plantation how to read and write – why 
was this risky, and how would he have come into conflict with Southern culture? 
 

What cultural values encouraged Thomas to fight for the North? 
 

How did Thomas’ decision to fight for the North offend his family’s cultural values 
(permanently) and why? 
 

What opportunities might Thomas not have had, growing up in Southeastern 
Virginia that someone like Winfield Hancock, who lived near Philadelphia, might 
have had?  How was the culture of the two areas different? 
 

What was the culture of West Point like, and how was it different from other 
“learning institutions”?  How did West Point mold future military leaders like 
Winfield Hancock, Grant, Longstreet and Lee?  What was army culture like 
during the Mexican War?  How did this experience mold future leaders? 
 

Thomas was sent to San Francisco in 1869.  How was California's culture in 
1869 different from today? How might Southern California have changed from 

1859, when Hancock was there, to 1869?  Why did Southern California sympathize with the Confederate cause?   
 

How was the culture of the Native Americans in California different from eastern “white” culture?  How was it different from 
the culture of the Eastern and Plains groups?  Was Thomas sensitive to these differences?  How did cultural differences 
create conflict and violence?  (Connection: Read John Ross.) 
 

II. Time, Continuity and Change 
 

What was it like to live in Antebellum Virginia?  How have things changed? 
 

What was the American notion of war like before the Civil War?  How did the war change those notions?  How did warfare 
change from the beginning to the end of the war (weaponry, tactics, strategy, etc.)? 
 

Should Thomas be considered “a product of his times” because of his attitudes towards minorities (and the fact that he 
bought a slave) or should he be held at fault for these attitudes?  Why? 
 

In the beginning of the war, there was great resistance to using black troops in combat positions – but Thomas eventually 
welcomed them.  Why?  How was this different from the view held by most people – North and South?   
 

What happened during the Battle of Chickamauga that earned him the nickname “Rock of Chickamauga”? 
 

What happened during the 1868 presidential election?  What social Issues were important in 1868?  How did the legacy of 
the Civil War affect the campaign?  Why didn’t Thomas want to run for office? 
 

How did the sheer number of dead and wounded (on both sides) affect the post-war United States and create new social 
issues?   
 

How are Civil War battlefields a vital part of our national memory, and why is it important that these sites be preserved?  
What is the state of preservation for some of the battlefields at which Thomas fought? 
 

III. People, Places and Environments  
 

Thomas mastered logistics long before many of his peers, using rail lines to supply his troops.  How did this demonstrate 
a skillful understanding of people, places & environments? 
 

How did terrain affect the Battles for Nashville, Chattanooga and Chickamauga?  On a map, trace his battle lines in these 
conflicts.  How did generals such as Winfield Hancock and James Longstreet use battlefield terrain to their advantage?  
 

At Missionary Ridge (Tennessee) Thomas launched a frontal assault against the Confederate Army of Tennessee, and 
the Battle of Chattanooga was won.  This was not the only time one army launched a massive frontal attack against a 
heavily fortified position.  What are some of the other locations, and what were the outcomes?   
 

Gen. Thomas. LC-USZ62-129689 



Civil War Preservation Trust Gifted Module: Character and Leadership During the Civil War * www.civilwar.org * Thomas 12 

Why were Nashville and Chattanooga so important to the Confederacy?   
 

If we lost Civil War battlefields to development, how would this affect our understanding of how people, places & 
environments interacted during the Civil War?    

 

IV. Individual Development and Identity  
 

How did Thomas’ pre-war experiences and cultural exposure impact his military career? His post-war career? 
 

What ethical principles did Thomas hold in high regard, and how did this affect his wartime performance and 
advancement?  With whom did he come into conflict and why?  
 

What was Thomas’s opinion about using African Americans as soldiers?  How did he act upon this belief?  How might this 
belief be traced to his childhood? 
 

How did Thomas relate to his men, and why?  Why did some of the same traits that endeared him to his men aggravate 
his superiors? 
 

Thomas worked with Unionist soldiers from Tennessee and Kentucky.  How might his background – a Virginian who 
fought for the Union – have helped him relate to these men?   
 

How did the long conflict with Ulysses S. Grant shape Thomas as a person?  Grant was extremely close to William 
Tecumseh Sherman – Thomas’ former West Point roommate.  How might this have complicated Thomas’ feelings and 
identity? 
 

Why didn’t Thomas think that he would be a good president?  Which of our presidents were officers or generals before 
their presidency – and which were “good” versus “poor” presidents?   
 

V.  Individuals, Groups and Institutions  
 

How might the needs and desires of soldiers differ from the needs and desires of their leaders?   
 

How might Thomas’ living through the Nat Turner Rebellion have affected him as an adult?  How did Thomas challenge 
the institution of slavery?  How did he challenge racial prejudice? 
 

What conflicts existed among Union generals in the Western theater?  Which were based on ideology, personality, power 
and/or levels of ability?  Into which conflicts was Thomas drawn?   
 

Thomas worked with soldiers who had lived in Tennessee and Kentucky – 
but joined the Union.  Who were the Unionists in these states, and where did 
they usually live?  Why did they hold strong Union beliefs despite living in 
slave states?  How would they (and Thomas) have come into conflict with the 
surrounding community? 
 

Why did President Andrew Johnson try to have Thomas promoted to 
Lieutenant General, and why did he encourage Thomas to run for president?  
Why did Thomas refuse, both times?  When Grant was finally elected, how 
did he “reward” Thomas for staying out of the conflict?  (Connection:  Read 
Hancock and Longstreet.)   
 

What were Thomas’ views on how government should operate?  What might 
he have thought about our present-day political system? 
 

VI. Power, Authority and Governance  
 

Many Southerners chose to fight for the Union – and vice versa.  Why?  
What beliefs would have influenced their decisions?  What factors influenced 
Thomas?  In these situations, what might some of the negative 
consequences be? 
 

What was the power structure of the United States military during the Civil 
War?   
 

How did politicians and generals sometimes work together, sometimes 
collide, during the war?  How did Thomas stretch his authority to the limit – 
when and why? Flag with banner, “Relic of General Thomas.”  

LC-DIG-cwpbh-04344 
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What was the purpose of 
Reconstruction’s Southern Military 
Districts? How did the President 
and Congress disagree on how the 
South should be treated?  What 
were Thomas’ beliefs and his 
position during this conflict?  What 
happened afterwards? 
 
What was Thomas’ role as 
commander of the Department of 
the Pacific and the Military Division 
of the Tennessee?   
 
How does the process of 
nominating a candidate for 
president work?  Are there any 
differences between 1868 and 
today?  If so, what are they?   
 
VII. Production, 
Consumption and 
Distribution  
 
Why was skill in the art of logistics 

so important to any military force?  How were logistics a problem at Nashville and Chattanooga, and how did Thomas deal 
with these situations?  In what other battles was this an issue?  
  
How did the Union blockade and the needs of the Confederate military affect Southern civilians?  Did Northern civilians 
suffer similar shortages?   
 

Why was Thomas called upon to stop the strike at the United States Arsenal in Tennessee in 1864?   Why were the 
workers striking?  How would these strikes have been harmful to the war effort?  Unlike American strikes today, why were 
19th century strikes so violent?  
 

What issues might Thomas have had to deal with in terms of production, consumption & distribution in the post-war 
Military Division of the Tennessee? 
 

VIII. Science, Technology and Society  
 

What were some of the advances in medicine as a result of the Civil War?  In technology? 
 

How did trenches and defensive works change the face of warfare? How did weaponry change? 
 

What symptoms did Thomas show as he was dying of “apoplexy”?  What did Thomas die of, in today’s medical language?  
How did treatment in 1870 differ from treatment today?  How might Thomas’ personality have contributed to his death? 
 

IX. Global Connections  
 

How did the American Civil War change the way wars were fought across the globe?   
 

During the war, outside nations had to decide 1) whether to trade with the United States and/or the Confederacy, and 2) 
whether to recognize the Confederacy as a nation unto itself.  What tensions would these decisions have created? 
 

Why did so many immigrants fight in the Civil War?  Did more immigrants fight for the Union or the Confederacy?  Why? 
 

What was Thomas’ role in the Mexican war?  How did the Mexican war affect Mexican-American relations during and after 
the war?  Why did several European countries either 1) involve themselves in Mexican politics or 2) have a close eye on 
Mexico – and what did this mean for the United States and the Confederate States?  
 

After the war, Thomas was sent to San Francisco.  What kind of global connections did San Francisco have during and 
after the war?    How did these connections affect the rest of the United States? 
 

Confederate Veteran, Sergeant J.J. Dackett, Co. I. 3rd S.C.V.   
Wearing a hat with holes received in the battle of Chickamauga.  LC-DIG-npcc-28219. 



Civil War Preservation Trust Gifted Module: Character and Leadership During the Civil War * www.civilwar.org * Thomas 14 

X.  Civic Ideals and Practices  
 

 
 

How did Thomas’ teaching slaves on the family plantation to read demonstrate his civic ideals?  How did these civic ideals 
conflict with the culture around him?  How did Thomas show his commitment to the African-American soldiers he helped 
train?  Why did he believe that soldiering was good for these soldiers – and would benefit themselves, their families, and 
society as a whole? 
 

How did Thomas’ decision to fight for the Union demonstrate his civic ideals?  In the eyes of his family members in 
Virginia, how did his decision demonstrate bad civic ideals? 
 

How did Thomas’ refusal to get involved in party politics demonstrate his civic ideals?  Should he have run for office or 
taken the position of Brevet Lieutenant General?  Why?  Given his rocky relationship with U.S. Grant, why did he still 
choose not to get involved?  Was it really a matter of civic ideals or was it a matter of stubbornly refusing to be “used” by 
others?  Why? 
 

What did Thomas feel his responsibilities were to his soldiers?  To the United States Colored Troops?  How do you know 
this?  Would his sense of responsibility to his soldiers create tension between individual rights and the common good, or 
would they go hand-in-hand?  Why?   
 

Why did Thomas support Dr. Mary Walker?  Why was she so different from other women in the 1860s?   
(Connection: Read Clara Barton.) 
 

What do you think might have happened if 
California (or part of it) seceded from the Union?  
If the South had successfully left the Union do 
you think California would have left too?  Why or 
why not? 
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
 
==> This biography was written with 
the generous help of David Wege, 
Waucousta Lutheran Grade School, 
Campbellsport, WI.  CWPT is grateful 
for his work. 

1st United States Colored Troops. LC-DIG-pga-02178 

Teachers on a field trip to the cemetery at Chattanooga.  Photo: CWPT. 
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+   Thomas had the courage to do what he felt was the right thing, even when pressured by others to do 

the opposite (i.e. waiting for the opportune moment to attack in battle, not accepting a political 
generalship, not running for office, refusing to play “party politics” 
 

+/--  He was loyal to the United States, but possibly not loyal to his family or to his home state (depending 
on your point of view).  However, Thomas felt that he had taken an oath to serve the United States and 
that was foremost in his mind when he chose to fight for the Union. 

 
+ He was reliable – he did what he said he would do.  (For example, at Chattanooga:  “We’ll hold the city 

till we starve.”  And in other battles: “This Army does not retreat.”  He could be counted on to “give it his 
all” when asked to fight in a defensive position.) 

 
+ Thomas built a good reputation among his soldiers and his peers.  Even Grant and Sherman (who had 

their differences with Thomas) respected him. 
 

,��������
�
+ Despite laws in antebellum Virginia, he taught the Bible and reading to slaves on his family’s plantation. 
 
+ Thomas earned the respect of his soldiers because he demonstrated that he genuinely cared for them 

(for example, he would not order an attack until he was prepared, therefore not risking his soldiers’ lives 
unnecessarily). 

 
+ He played by the rules – he believed in promotion by means of skill and success, versus political 

appointments. 
 

+ Thomas respected Southern civilians and wanted to keep them out of the war (versus Sherman’s “total  
war”). 

 
--  He had a bad temper, and was too sensitive about military protocol regarding rank and promotion. 
 

,�������%����	��
�
+ He made sure that equipment was in good repair because he knew that an attack could fail because of 

minor details (for example, a cannon is out of action because of a missing bolt, therefore it can’t support 
an infantry attack and his men would be killed needlessly and the battle might be lost).  (Connection: 
Read Winfield Hancock.) 

 
+ He always did his best 
 
+ Perseverance – he was good at defending a position despite all odds. 
 
+/---  Thomas usually showed self-control and calmness in battle, and thought before he acted.  However, at 

other times his bad temper got the best of him.   
 
--   His deliberate actions were often so slow and deliberate that his superiors (especially Grant) were 

infuriated.  His deliberate preparations at Nashville almost got him removed from his position. 
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+ He did not believe in political appointments.  (Connections:  Read James Longstreet and Robert 

Smalls.) 
 
+ Thomas refused to participate in President Johnson’s plans to use him to defeat U.S. Grant’s bid for the 

presidency 
 
+ He did not run for office because he knew that he did not have the temperament for it. 
 
+/--   He was often set in his opinion about when to start a battle, despite his superiors’ pushing.  Sometimes 

this was good, because it showed his care for his troops and his desire to see the battle won.  
However, sometimes this set up unnecessary tension between Thomas and his superiors. 
 

(
������
 

+ He showed a personal interest in the training of black soldiers, both for their individual good and for the 
good of the nation.  He wanted them to be able to support themselves after they gained their freedom, 
and not be dependent upon others. 

 
+ Thomas regretted having bought a slave for his wife; he cared for this slave by not allowing the slave to 

be sold.  Instead, he took the slave to his family’s plantation, where he was later able to arrange for the 
care of this slave and her family after the war. 

 
+ While he would not tolerate rebellious words or actions in the post-war South, he made efforts to 

respect former Confederate soldiers and help former officers regain their citizenship.  (Cleaves 287) 
 
+ Thomas was grateful to the government for the education he received at the US Military Academy, and 

he wanted to repay the government for this opportunity. 
 

--  He wasn’t forgiving of people who attacked him – in fact, his anger might have contributed to the stroke 
that killed him.   
 

(���/��������
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+ He had a good sense of honor and humanity. 
 
+ He defended the country he had been serving – and took his oath of allegiance seriously 
 
+ Thomas would not tolerate treasonous thoughts, actions or rebellions while he was head of the Military 

Division of the Tennessee. 
 
--  At times he might not have respected the authority of Grant and Sherman (though he may have had 

good reason to have differences with them) 
 
 

 
 

CHARACTER COUNTS! and The Six Pillars of Character are service marks of Josephson Institute.   
© 2008 Josephson Institute.  The definitions of the Six Pillars of Character are reprinted with permission.  

www.charactercounts.org  
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+ He constantly asked his subordinates for information and acted upon their reports, within reason.  See 
Official Records: Series 1, vol. 45, Part 1, page 1017.   

 

-- He had good decision making skills, but he often carried out his decisions in stubborn opposition to the 
strongly worded desires of his superior officers. 
 

32 ��
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+ He recognized the value and potential of the United States Colored Troops – both during and after the 
war. 
 

42  �����
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+ He knew that he was not a good candidate for president, and knew that people were pressuring him for 
political reasons.  This awareness strengthened his personal resolve. 

 

-- He did not take the time – or gain the self-control – to let go of his hurts.  He brewed over them.  In the 
end it killed him. 
 

52 +�����
����
���&��
��	�
 

+ He understood and empathized with the plight of the common soldier, who in turn respected him.  
(They also gave him the nickname of “Old Pap”.)  (Connection: Read Patrick Cleburne.) 

 

+ He was completely against harming civilians (versus Sherman’s “total war”). 
 

-- He did not empathize with the plight of striking miners who had not been paid their promised wages – 
not only did he get rid of ‘troublemakers’, he forced the rest back to work at half their normal wages. 
 

62 ����������
 

+ Thomas could foresee the likely outcomes of rushed attacks, while also understanding present realities 
(need to eventually attack; will do it when we are best prepared). (Connection: Read James 
Longstreet.) 

 

+ He recognized that Southern civilians must be treated with respect or the post-war consequences 
would be disastrous. (Connection: Read Winfield Hancock.) 
 

72 +$
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+ Thomas knew that rushed attacks would be a disaster and that would personally haunt him – as well as 
hurt his soldiers needlessly and possibly lose battles.  (Connection: Read James Longstreet.) 

 

+/-- Thomas knew that his being named a “Brevet Lieutenant General” was politically motivated and he 
refused to accept it.  However, his method of refusal might not have been the best one. His response 
was more or less, “better late than never – I earned this at Chickamauga.”  (However, it was true and it 
probably felt very good to say it.) 
 

92 �����
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+ His men were persuaded to perform well because “Old Pap” cared for them. 
 

+/--  He tried to persuade Grant & Sherman to move more deliberately, but failed, so used his authority and 
nearness to follow his own plan of battle.   However, his actions may have saved lives. 
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+ Thomas recognized the benefits of using railroads to supply his men – the railroads were under-used 
by many generals, North and South.  (Connection: Read James Longstreet.) 

 
+ Thomas was committed to serving his soldiers, who, in turn, would serve him and their country well.  He 

would not recklessly endanger them.  (In the eyes of the Army, his men were a resource that needed to 
operate well.) 

 
+ Also, he took measures to protect cotton and other resources from “rascals”.  He was entrusted with 

protecting resources, organizing people and reinstating the law.  
 
+ Thomas recognized that training and using United States Colored Troops in battle would help them 

grow as eventual citizens and self-reliant members of society.  (Connection: Read Robert Smalls.) 
 

;2 ��
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+ His respect for his troops built community as they felt like an organized group and were willing to work 
together for a common goal.  

 
+ While he did not participate personally in the Grand Review, he was there and both he and his men 

found healing there. 
 
+ At Missionary Ridge, Chattanooga, a cemetery was being created for the fallen.  When asked if the 

soldiers should be separated by state he said, “Mix them up.  Mix them up.  I’m tired of states’ rights.”  
He was tired of the war – he wanted one Union, which included fallen southern soldiers. 

 
+ He could not tolerate rebellious behavior or talk among the civilians under his military oversight.   
 
+/-- His calm and reserve during battles helped his soldiers and peers feel a sense of strength and unity.  

His stubbornness and bad temper created friction with superiors. 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Based on “The Servant as Leader” by Robert K. Green leaf, 
© Greenleaf Center for Servant Leadership 1991, 200 8.  

Reprinted with permission.  
Further information about servant leadership can be  found at www.greenleaf.org . 



Civil War Preservation Trust Gifted Module: Character and Leadership During the Civil War * www.civilwar.org * Thomas 19 

������
%���������
����������2�
���
��
 

The Rock of Chickamauga 
 
Let rebels boast their Stonewall brave 
Who fell to fill a traitor's grave, 
We have a hero grander far, 
The Union was his guiding star, 
The "Rock of Chickamauga." 
 
When foot by foot, stern Rosecrans 
Round grim Lookout, with bold advance, 
Pressed back the rebels from their lair, 
Our Thomas was the foremost there, 
The "Rock of Chickamauga." 
 
And when, in mightier force, they came 
With serried ranks and sheets of flame, 
Sweeping apart our shattered bands, 
Who snatched the palm from rebel hands?  
The "Rock of Chickamauga." 
 
All day they surged and stormed in vain, 
Lost Chattanooga to regain, 
In vain each furious battle shock; 
They were but waves, and he the rock, 
The "Rock of Chickamauga." 
 
His clarion voice with cheering word, 
Above the din of battle heard, 
His bearing firm, his kindling eye 
Fired every breast with ardor high, 
The "Rock of Chickamauga." 
 
A new Thermopylae we found 
On Chickamauga's bloody ground; 
And in that rugged mountain pass 
He stood our true Leonidas, 
The "Rock of Chickamauga." 
 

Sons of Macomb and broad St. Clair, 
And Oakland's rolling fields were there. 
And now they tell, with patriot pride, 
How that great day they fought beside, 
The "Rock of Chickamauga." 
 

Gone is our hero, strong, and brave, 
Columbia weeps above his grave, 
While high upon the roll of fame, 
She writes that loved and honored name, 
The "Rock of Chickamauga." 
 

--William B. Hamilton-- 
(Lt., 22nd Michigan Infantry, Co. F) 
 

Source:  http://michiganpoetry.wordpress.com/2008/07/17/william-b-hamilton/ 

Gen. Thomas.  NARA 111-B-4795 
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THOMAS AT CHICKAMAUGA  
by Kate Brownlee Sherwood 

It was that fierce contested field where Chickamauga lay 
Beneath the wild tornado that swept her pride away; 
Her dimpling dales and circling hills dyed crimson with the flood 
That had its sources in the springs that throb with human blood. 
 
"Go say to General Hooker to reinforce his right!" 
Said Thomas to his aide-de-camp, when wildly went the fight; 
In front the battle thundered, it roared both right and left, 
But like a rock "Pap" Thomas stood upon the crested cleft. 
 
"Where will I find you, General, when I return?" The aide 
Leaned on his bridle-rein to wait the answer Thomas made; 
The old chief like a lion turned, his pale lips set and sere, 
And shook his mane, and stamped his foot, and fiercely answered, "Here!" 
 
The floodtide of fraternal strife rolled upward to his feet, 
And like the breakers on the shore the thunderous clamors beat; 
The sad earth rocked and reeled with woe, the woodland shrieked in pain, 
And hill and vale were groaning with the burden of the slain. 
 
Who does not mind that sturdy form, that steady heart and hand, 
That calm repose and gallant mien, that courage high and grand?-- 
O God, who givest nations men to meet their lofty needs, 
Vouchsafe another Thomas when our country prostrate bleeds! 
 
They fought with all the fortitude of earnest men and true-- 
The men who wore the rebel gray, the men who wore the blue; 
And those, they fought most valiantly for petty state and clan, 
And these, for truer Union and the brotherhood of man. 
 
They come, those hurling legions, with banners crimson-splashed, 
Against our stubborn columns their rushing ranks are dashed, 
Till 'neath the blistering iron hail the shy and frightened deer 
Go scurrying from their forest haunts to plunge in wilder fear. 
 
Beyond, our lines are broken; and now in frenzied route 
The flower of the Cumberland has swiftly faced about; 
And horse and foot & color-guard are reeling, rear & van, 
And in the awful panic man forgets that he is man. 
 
Now Bragg, with pride exultant above our broken wings, 
The might of all his army against "Pap" Thomas brings; 
They're massing to the right of him, they're massing to the left, 
Ah, God be with our hero, who holds the crested cleft! 
 
Blow, blow, ye echoing bugles! give answer, screaming shell! 
Go, belch your murderous fury, ye batteries of hell! 
Ring out, O impious musket! spin on, O shattering shot,-- 
Our smoke-encircled hero, he hears, but heeds ye not! 
 
Now steady, men! now steady! make one more valiant stand, 
For gallant Steedman's coming, his forces well in hand! 
Close up your shattered columns, take steady aim and true, 
The chief who loves you as his life will live or die with you! 
 
(Continued) 

Sketch of Steedman’s Charge by Alfred Waud. LC-USZ62-6998 
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By solid columns, on they come; by columns they are hurled, 
As down the eddying rapids the storm-swept booms are whirled; 
And when the ammunition fails--O moment drear and dread-- 
The heroes load their blackened guns from rounds of soldiers dead. 
 
God never set His signet on the hearts of braver men, 
Or fixed the goal of victory on higher heights than then; 
With bayonets and muskets clubbed, they close the rush and roar; 
Their stepping-stones to glory are their comrades gone before. 
 
O vanished majesty of days not all forgotten yet, 
We consecrate unto thy praise one hour of deep regret; 
One hour to them whose days were years of glory that shall flood 
The Nation's sombre night of tears, of carnage, and of blood! 
 
O vanished majesty of days, when men were gauged by worth, 
Set crowned and dowered in the way to judge the sons of earth; 
When all the little great fell down before the great unknown, 
And priest put off the hampering gown and coward donned his own! 
 
O vanished majesty of days that saw the sun shine on 
The deeds that wake sublimer praise than Ghent or Marathon; 
When patriots in homespun rose--where one was called for, ten-- 
And heroes sprang full-armored from the humblest walks of men! 
 
O vanished majesty of days! Rise, type and mould to-day, 
And teach our sons to follow on where duty leads the way; 
That whatsoever trial comes, defying doubt and fear, 
They in the thickest fight shall stand and proudly answer, "Here!" 

 
 

Source: www.civilwarpoetry.org/union/officers/thomas.html 
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Lt. Gen. US Grant contemplates replacing Maj. Gen. George H. Thomas 

Nashville, Tennessee – December 1864 
 
 

Source: Official Records.  Series I, Vol. XLV, Part 2, pp. 115 to 230.   
 

NASHVILLE, December 9, 1864-1 p.m.  

Lieutenant General U. S. GRANT,  

City Point, Va.:  

Your dispatch of 8.30 p.m. of the 8th is just received. I had nearly completed my preparations 
to attack the enemy to-morrow morning, but a terrible storm of freezing rain had come to-day, 
which will make it impossible for our men to fight to any advantage. I am, therefore, compelled 
to wait of the storm to break and make the attack immediately after. Admiral Lee is patrolling 
the river above and below the city, and I believe will be able to prevent the enemy from 
crossing. There is no doubt but that Hood's forces are considerably scattered along the river 
with the view of attempting a crossing, but it has been impossible for me to organize and equip 
the troops for an attack at an earlier time. Major-General Halleck informs me that you are very 
much dissatisfied with my delay in attacking. I can only say I have done all in my power to 
prepare, and if you should deem it necessary to relieve me I shall submit without a murmur.  

GEO. H. THOMAS,  

Major-General, U. S. Volunteers, Commanding.  
 

 
CITY POINT, VA., December 9, 1864-7.30 p.m.  

Major-General THOMAS,  

Nashville, Tenn.:  

Your dispatch of 1 p.m. received. I have as much confidence in your conducting a battle rightly 
as I have in any other officer; but it has seemed to me that you have been slow, and I have 
had no explanation of affairs to convince me otherwise. Receiving your dispatch of 2 p.m. from 
General Halleck, before I did the one to me, I telegraphed to suspend the order relieving you 
until we should near further. I hope most sincerely that there will be no necessity of repeating 
the orders, and that the facts will show that you have been right all the time.  

U. S. GRANT,  

Lieutenant-General.  
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NASHVILLE, December 9, 1864-11.30 p.m. (Received 10th.)  

Lieutenant General U. S. GRANT,  

City Point, Va.:  

Your dispatch 7.30 p.m. is just received. I can only say in further explanation why I have not 
attacked Hood that I could not concentrate my troops and get their transportation in order in 
shorter time that it has been done, and am satisfied I have made every effort that was possible 
to complete the task.  

GEO. H. THOMAS,  

Major-General, U. S. Volunteers, Commanding.  
 

 
CITY POINT, VA., December 9, 1864-11 a.m. (Received 1.45 p.m.)  

Major-General HALLECK,  

Washington, D. C.:  

Dispatch of 8 p.m. last evening from Nashville shows the enemy scattered for more than 
seventy miles down the river, and no attack yet made by Thomas. Please telegraph orders 
relieving him at once and placing Schofield in command. Thomas should be directed to turn 
over all orders and dispatches received since the battle of Franklin to Schofield.  

U. S. GRANT,  

Lieutenant-General.  
 

 
WASHINGTON, December 9, 1864-4.10 p.m.  

Lieutenant-General GRANT,  

City Point, Va.:  

Orders relieving General Thomas had been made out when his telegraph of this p.m. was 
received. If you still wish these orders telegraphed to Nashville they will be forwarded.  

H. W. HALLECK,  

Major-General and Chief of Staff.  
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CITY POINT, VA., December 9, 1864-5.30 p.m. (Received 6 p.m.)  

Major-General HALLECK,  

Washington:  

General Thomas has been urged in every way possible to attack the enemy, even to the giving 
the positive order. He did say he thought he would be able to attack on the 7th, but didn't do 
so, nor has he given a reason for not doing it. I am every unwilling to do injustice to an officer 
who has done as much good service as General Thomas has, however, and will, therefore, 
suspend the order relieving him until it is seen whether he will do anything.  

U. S. GRANT,  

Lieutenant-General.  
  

WAR DEPARTMENT, Washington, December 17, 1864-10 a. m.  

Governor SEYMOUR,  

Albany:  

The great battle between the United States forces under Major-General Thomas and the rebel 
army under General Hood, before Nashville, resulted yesterday in a great and decisive victory 
for the Union arms. The rebel army has been broken and routed, a large portion of its artillery 
and great numbers of prisoners captured. This triumph has been achieved with small loss to 
our army. General Thomas reports that has loss has been very small, probably not exceeding 
300,* and very few killed.  

EDWIN M. STANTON,  

Secretary of War.  

 

WAR DEPARTMENT, Washington, December 17, 1864-8.35 a. m. (Sent 10.25 a. m.)  

Major-General DIX,  

New York:  

The following official report of the great victory achieved yesterday by Major-General Thomas 
and his gallant army over the rebel forces under General Hood, in front of Nashville, was 
received this morning. One of the most surprising circumstances connected with this great 
achievement is the small loss suffered by our troops, evincing, among other things, the 
admirable skill and caution of General Thomas in his disposition of the battle. In our rejoicing at 
the defeat of the enemy thanks are due to the Almighty for his protection to our gallant officers 
and soldiers in the great conflict they have passed through. The report of General Thomas, 
and also an unofficial report* containing interesting details, are subjoined.  
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EDWIN M. STANTON,  

Secretary of War.  
 

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC, Dec. 17, 1864-6.30 p. m. (Sent 6.40 p.m.)  

Honorable E. M. STANTON:  

I congratulate the President, yourself, and the country on the glorious victory achieved by 
Major-General Thomas and the troops under his command. I have directed a salute of 100 
guns to be fired to-morrow at sunrise in honor of this brilliant triumph.  

GEO. G. MEADE,  
Major-General, Commanding.  

 

Major General G. H. THOMAS:  

The Army of the Shenandoah, through me, send their hearty congratulations to yourself and 
army for the brilliant victory at Nashville on the 15th and 16th instant. We have given you 200 
guns and much cheering.  

P. H. SHERIDAN,  

Major-General, Commanding.  
 

CLARKSVILLE, December 17, 1864.  

Major General G. H. THOMAS:  

I have the honor to acknowledge receiving, and to thank you for the early telegraphic copy, of 
your admirable official report to the President of your great and glorious victory over the enemy 
of our country and of mankind on the 15th and 16th instant. I am deeply impressed with he 
belief that our whole country will now or hereafter appreciate the generalship, statesmanship, 
and patriotism of your campaign, resulting in the signal defeat of General Hood's army, in 
which centered the strength and hopes of half the rebellion, with little loss, under great 
difficulties and with probably political consequences and more important than have followed 
the previous achievements of the war. Permit me on this occasion to express my humble 
admiration of your distinguished public services, which evince all the high qualities of virtue, 
patriotism, and ability, characteristic of our first great countryman.  

Respectfully and faithfully, yours,  

S. P. LEE,  

Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron.  
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WASHINGTON CITY, December 18, 1864-12.20 p. m.  

Major-General THOMAS,  

Nashville, Tenn.:  

The armies operating against Richmond have fired 200 guns in honor of your great victory. 
Sherman has fully established his base on Ossabaw Sound, with Savannah fully invested. I 
hope to be able to fire a salute to-morrow in honor of the fall of Savannah. In all your 
operations we hear nothing of Forrest. Great precautions should be taken to prevent him 
crossing the Cumberland or Tennessee below Eastport. After Hood is driven as far as it is 
possible to follow him, you want to reoccupy Decatur and all other abandoned points.  

U. S. GRANT,  

Lieutenant-General.  
 

Official Records, Vol. XLIV, p. 740.  
http://ehistory.osu.edu/osu/sources/recordView.cfm?page=740&dir=093  

 
CONFIDENTIAL.] HDQRS. ARMIES OF THE UNITED STATES.  

Washington, D. C., December 18, 1864.  

Major General WILLIAM T. SHERMAN,  

Commanding Military division of the Mississippi:  

MY DEAR GENERAL: I have just received and received and read, I need not tell you with how 
much gratification, your letter to General Halleck. I congratulate you and the brave officers and 
men under you command on the successful termination of your most brilliant campaign … It 
has been very hard work to get Thomas to attack Hood. I gave him the most peremptory order, 
and had started to go there myself before he got off. He has done magnificently, however, 
since he started… 

Congratulating you and the army again upon the splendid result of your campaign, the like of 
which is not read of in past history, I subscribe myself, more than ever, if possible,  

Your friend,  

U. S. GRANT,  

Lieutenant-General.  


