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�����	
���  “Old Pete”, “My Old War Horse” (by Robert E. Lee),  

“Bull of the Woods” (by his soldiers after Chickamauga), “The Old Bulldog” 
 

�����	�����   Commander of the First Corps of Lee’s Army of  

Northern Virginia.  After the war he was a businessman, militia leader 
and (novice) politician 
 

���� ��  January 8, 1821, in Edgefield District, SC (near Augusta, GA) 

���� �  January 2, 1904, in Gainesville, GA 
 

������	������������� ��   
 
“Brig. Gen. James Longstreet was then a most striking figure, about forty  
years of age, a soldier every inch, and very handsome, tall and well  
proportioned, strong and active, a superb horseman and with an  
unsurpassed soldierly bearing, his features and expression fairly matched;  
eyes, glint steel blue, deep and piercing; a full brown beard, head well  
shaped and poised” (Sorrell, At the Right Hand of Longstreet 23). 
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·  Commanding the First Corps of the Army of Northern Virginia under  

Robert E. Lee.    
 

·  Being involved in the post-war controversy surrounding “Pickett’s Charge”  
at Gettysburg 
 

·  Becoming a Republican after the war.  This left him wide-open for  
attacks by Gen. Jubal Early (Lee’s “Bad Old Man”), J. William Jones  
(Confederate chaplain), Gen. William Pendleton and other “Lost Cause” leaders. 
 

·  Showing excellent leadership and military skills at Fredericksburg,  
Chickamauga and the Wilderness. 
 

·  His memoirs, From Manassas to Appomattox. 
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·  Generals Joseph E. Johnston and Robert E. Lee 

 
·  The Army of Northern Virginia, especially the First Corps 

 
·  His perception of truth, even when extremely unpopular. 
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·  Longstreet was given no middle name at birth.   
 

·  He and Ulysses S. Grant were close friends at West  
Point (United States Military Academy). 

 

James Longstreet, probably shortly 
after the war.  Notice that his 

paralyzed right arm is tucked into 
his coat.  LC-DIG-cwpb-06085 DLC 

Left, Joseph E. Johnston, National Archives (NARA) 111-B-1782;  
Right, Robert E. Lee at Home, NARA 111-B-1564 
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·  He fought bravely under Gen. Zachary Taylor during the Mexican War and was promoted twice.  Wounded at 
Chapultepec (as a color bearer), he handed the flag to George Pickett, later famous for Gettysburg’s “Pickett’s 
Charge” (Source: www.longstreet.org, www.sandiegohistory.org/journal/61april/civilwar.htm.).  
 

·  Before the Civil War, the largest force Longstreet led was a 250-man mounted infantry force against the Mescalero 
Apaches (Piston 6).  

 

·  When the war began, Longstreet was serving in New Mexico Territory.   
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·  “Hero” was the name of Longstreet’s horse. 
 

·  In January 1862 James and Louise (his first wife) had four children, and  
all four became ill with scarlet fever.  Mary Ann, James Jr. and Gus died 
within a week.  Because the Longstreets were too grief-stricken, George 
Pickett (and his fiancé LaSalle Corbett) made the burial arrangements.      
 

·  Longstreet, Lee and “Stonewall” Jackson were all suffering from injury 
before Antietam.  Both of Lee’s arms were in splints after a fall from a  
horse; Jackson had also fallen from a horse and “walked like an old  
man”.  Longstreet had hurt his heel and fought the battle in slippers  
(Piston 25).   
 

·  Some people claim that Longstreet was stubborn and uncooperative at  
Gettysburg, July 1863.  Not only did he oppose the ill-fated “Pickett’s Charge” on July 3rd, he did not want to fight at 
Gettysburg at all.  He was opposed to the concept of fighting there. 
 

·  After Chickamauga, Longstreet’s men called him “Old Bull of the Woods” because his stubborn, powerful attack saved 
the day on September 20, 1863.  
 

·  General Braxton Bragg, Commander of the Army of Tennessee, was a very difficult, bad-tempered man.  
Unfortunately, Longstreet joined other generals in asking Confederate President Jefferson Davis to remove Bragg 
from command.  Davis supported Bragg and did not forget Longstreet’s disloyalty. 

 

·  History repeats itself.  In a tragic example of Civil War “friendly fire”, Longstreet was wounded at The Wilderness on 
May 6, 1864.  He lost the use of his right arm.  Just like “Stonewall” Jackson (at Chancellorsville on May 2, 1863) he 
was shot by his own men – within a few miles of where Jackson was mortally wounded.  
 

·  In April 1865, Gen. William Pendleton asked Longstreet to urge Lee to surrender.  
According to Stephen Sears, “Old Pete was stern in his refusal.  He was there to 
back up Lee, he snapped, not to pull him down” (Sears 3).  At Appomattox, 
George Armstrong Custer (later famous for the Battle of Little Big Horn) 
demanded Longstreet surrender ‘in the name of General Sheridan’.  “Old Pete 
coldly looked the boy general over, told him that he was not in command of this 
army, ‘and if I were, I would not surrender it to General Sheridan,’ and waved him 
away” (Sears 3).  STILL, after the war, Pendleton and others claimed that 
Longstreet was disloyal to the Confederacy and to Lee.   
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·  After Appomattox, Longstreet never saw Robert E. Lee again, although they did 
write to one another.  (Lee died in 1870.)

�      In November 1865, U.S. Gen. Ulysses S. Grant petitioned President Andrew Johnson to restore Longstreet’s 
       citizenship.  When Longstreet and Johnson met, Johnson said, “There are three persons of the South who can never 
       receive amnesty:  Mr. Davis, General Lee, and yourself.  You have given the Union cause too much trouble”    
       (Longstreet, Memoirs 634).  (Longstreet also fought in Johnson’s home state of Tennessee.) 
 
 

Andrew Johnson.  NARA 111-B-4138 

LaSalle (Corbette) Pickett 
LC-USZ62-104 
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•   Because of his wound at The Wilderness, doctors expected Longstreet to live only eight years (1872).  Instead,    
      he lived until 1904. 
 
�  In 1867 Longstreet wrote letter to the New Orleans Times, which were reprinted widely.  In these articles, he advised 

Southerners, as a “conquered people”, to cooperate with the North and the Republicans, as the war was fought upon 
Republican ideals.  Southerners were outraged.  It got worse when he officially joined the Republican Party, 
supported the Grant administration, and accepted Republican political appointments.   
 

·  Jubal Early, William Pendleton and J. William Jones joined forces to elevate Lee at Longstreet’s expense – creating 
the “Lost Cause” mythology.  The opening shot was fired by Early in an address at Washington & Lee University in 
1872 (Early, Campaigns 35).  He claimed that Longstreet lost Gettysburg – and as a result, the entire war was lost.  
As the years passed, Longstreet became bitter and arrogant – his attempts to “set the record straight” made the 
situation worse.  (Ironically, Early was one of two Confederate generals to destroy an Army –making Early a 
tremendous hypocrite (Knudsen 19). 
 

·  Longstreet befriended US General Daniel Sickles as an old man.  Both had 
been criticized for their roles at Gettysburg (Piston 160) 

 
·  At the age of 76 he married 34-year-old Helen Dortch, much to his children’s 

disapproval.  Helen defended Longstreet’s name until her death in 1962.   
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·  Longstreet was courageous in battle – many times he put himself in the line 
of fire when he needed to rally his men.  Witnesses noted that he didn’t flinch 
when artillery shells exploded nearby. 
 

·  He was skilled in leading large units of soldiers – one of the few commanders 
who held division-level drills.  His men could work together as a large unit to 
deliver a powerful blow to the enemy. 
 

·  He was very skilled in using 1) large strategic movements of men and 
material; 2) traverse trenches and other fortifications; 3) centralized artillery; 
and 4) the “tactical defense / strategic offense” (Knudsen 87, 63).  (These 
terms mean getting the enemy to attack you, on ground of your choosing, to 
achieve your military goals.) 
 

·  He could read the situation on the battlefield and adapt his plans to meet constant changes and challenges. 
 

·  He was concerned for the well-being of his soldiers, staff and subordinates. 
 

·  Longstreet chose excellent support staff, not just friends and family like many generals. 
 

·  At Chickamauga he demonstrated that he was very capable of taking control smoothly  
and with self-confidence despite difficult new circumstances (Piston 70). 
 

·  He was extremely robust and healthy.  In 1863 he noted that he had never felt fatigue in  
his life.  Between his incredible endurance and his strong work ethic, he accomplished a  
superhuman amount of work. 
 

·  Longstreet had a variety of administrative duties before the war – which was very useful  
as a general.  He was good with paperwork and knowing how the army system worked. 
 

·  Conceptualization:  his use of earthworks (especially the “traverse trench”, which is a  
trench with barriers at right angles to the main trench wall) showed his skill and his  
anticipation of modern warfare.  He recognized that the Union could afford to lose battles 
 – or win costly battles – while the Confederacy could not.  He also recognized the  
importance of the Western Theater.  For example, Tennessee and Kentucky were  
politically important, 2) the Mississippi River must not be lost and 3) interior lines must  
be exploited – men and supplies could be moved directly where they needed to be  
within southern territory.   
 

Gen. Daniel Sickles as an old man.  LC-
B2- 1046-13. 

U.S. Gen. George Henry Thomas, 
“The Rock of Chickamauga”, 

fought valiantly against Longstreet.  
NARA 111-B-4795 
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·  Longstreet was naive in many ways.  He did not 
follow his uncle’s advice NOT to submit a letter to 
the New Orleans Times that would obviously 
provoke anger. He didn’t anticipate extreme, long-
lasting Southern outrage.  Neither did he anticipate 
that there would be consequences for supporting 
Grant, becoming a Republican, accepting political 
appointments, and so on. 
 

·  Some writers and historians claim that his personal 
ambition contributed to his decision to ask for the 
removal of Braxton Bragg.   
 

·  He allowed himself to become bitter and arrogant in 
his post-war writings.  Yes, his pride was hurt badly 
by the Lost Cause writers who pinned Southern 
defeat onto his shoulders.  However, when he wrote 
his defensive articles (and his Memoirs) his words 
were often blunt and hurtful.   
  

·  At Knoxville, TN, he demonstrated that while he was a great second-in-command to Lee, he was not very skilled as 
an independent commander (Gallagher, Lecture 8-9).   
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·  The general compares Robert E. Lee and George B. Mc Clellan ( Memoirs  287-288): 
“[Lee] found it hard, the enemy in sight, to withhold his blows.  With McClellan it was more difficult to strike than to 
march for the enemy…Both were masters of the science but not of the art of war.  Lee was successful in Virginia; 
McClellan in Maryland.” 
 

·  At Antietam, in a scribbled note To Brigadier Gener al Roger Pryor, who had asked for artillery support  (Wert, 
Controversial Soldier  197) 
“I am sending you the guns, my dear General.  This is a hard fight and we had all better die than lose it.”  
 

·  Exchange between Lee & Longstreet at Fredericksburg , December 13, 
1862 (Wert, Controversial Soldier  221):  
 
Lee:  “General, they are massing very heavily and will break your line, I’m 
afraid.” 
Longstreet to Lee:  “General, if you put every man now on the other side of 
the Potomac on that field to approach me over the same line and give me 
plenty of ammunition, I will kill them all before they reach my line.” 
 

·  Longstreet to Lee at Gettysburg, July 3, 1863 (Wert , Controversial 
Soldier  283): 
“General, I have been a soldier all my life.  I have been with soldiers engaged 
in fights by couples, by squads, companies, regiments, divisions, and armies, 
and should know, as well as any one, what soldiers can do.  It is my opinion 
that no fifteen thousand men ever arranged for battle can take that position.” 
 

·  Longstreet criticizes Lee at Gettysburg (Memoirs 38 4): 
“That General Lee was excited and off his balance at Gettysburg was evident 
on the afternoon of the first, and he labored under that oppression until 
enough blood was shed to appease him.” 
 

·  Thomas J. Goree, recalling Longstreet’s advice to h is soldiers (Wert, Controversial Soldier 93 ): 
“[Longstreet told them] in every battle somebody is bound to run, and that if they will only stand their ground long 
enough like men, the enemy will certainly run”.   
 

Attack on Ft. Sanders, near Knoxville, TN.  LOC LC-DIG-pga-01839 

Longstreet, from Battles & Leaders 
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·  Longstreet to Sec. of War James Seddon, Sept. 26, 1 863, about Braxton Bragg (Wert , Controversial Soldier  325): 
“…I am convinced that nothing but the hand of God can save us or help us as long as  
we have our present commander.” 
 

·  To Lee before the surrender at Appomattox Courthous e, April 9, 1865 : 
“General, if [Grant] does not give us good terms, come back and let us fight it out.” 
 

·  To R.H. Taliaferro, July 4, 1867, about his fear of  continued rebellion (Piston 106):  
“No one has worked more than I, nor lost more.  I think that the time has come for peace  
& I am not willing to lose more blood or means in procuring it.  If there are any in the  
country inclined to fight the question, I hope not to be included in their number.  I shall  
not abuse them for their views & I hope that they will not deny me the right to withdraw  
from the contest.”   

 
He also discussed his reason for supporting Reconst ruction (Piston 106):  
“Since the negro has been given the privilege of voting, it is all important that we should  
exercise such influence over that vote, as to prevent its being injurious to us, & we can  
only do that as Republicans.” 
 

·  His shock at having received unfair press in the Lo uisiana Times  (Memoirs  637): 
“The afternoon of the day upon which my letter was published the paper that had called  
for advice published a column of editorial calling me traitor! deserter of my friends! and accusing me of joining the 
enemy! but did not publish a line of the letter upon which it based the charges!  … The day after the announcement 
old comrades passed me on the streets without speaking.  Business began to grow dull … and in a few weeks I found 
myself at leisure.”   (Read the June 3, 1867 letter in “Primary Sources”) . 

 

�      Confronting Rev. William Pendleton, April 19, 1875 (Piston 124):  
       “It is my opinion that your abuse, so far from impairing my interests or my reputation, will be more likely to enhance     
        them in the estimation of honorable men… the impertinent tone and language of your letter are in keeping with your  
       disposition to propagate falsehood.” 
 

�      In a letter to Osmun Latrobe, February 27, 1887 (We rt , Controversial Soldier  421): 
       “My arm is paralyzed; my voice that once could be heard all along the lines is gone; I can scarcely speak above a  
       whisper, my hearing is very much impaired, and sometimes feel as if I wish the end would come; but I have some  
       misrepresentations of my battles that I wish to correct, so as to have my record correct before I die.” 
 

�      The general discusses patriotism ( Memoirs  xvi):  
       “I believe there is to-day, because of the war, a broader and deeper patriotism in all  
       Americans; that patriotism throbs the heart and pulses the being as ardently of the  
       South Carolinian as of the Massachusetts Puritan; that the Liberty Bell, even now,  
       as I write, on its Southern pilgrimage, will be as reverently received and as devotedly 
       loved in Atlanta and Charleston as in Philadelphia and Boston.” 
 

�      Longstreet’s last words, January 2, 1904 (Piston 16 9): 
       “Helen, we shall be happier at this post.” 
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·  Thomas J. Goree, Aide-de-Camp, to his mother (Goree  110-111): 
“[Longstreet’s] forte though as an officer consists, I think, in the seeming ease with  
which he can handle and arrange large numbers of troops, as also with the confidence  
and enthusiasm with which he seems to inspire them … if he is ever excited, he has  
a way of concealing it, and always appears as if he has the utmost confidence in his  
own ability to command and in that of his troops to execute.” 
 

In an August 27, 1861 letter (Piston 15):  
“Genl. Longstreet is one of the kindest, best hearted men I have ever known.  Those  
not well acquainted with him think him short and crabbed, and he does appear so  
except in three places: 1st, when in the presence of ladies; 2d, at the table; 3rd, on the field of battle.  At any one of 
these places he has a complacent smile on his countenance, and seems to be one of the happiest men in the world.” 

CS Secretary of War James 
Seddon.  NARA 111-BA-1224 

Helen Dortch Longstreet.  
LC-USZ62-103594 
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·  L.Q.C. Lamar, sent by Jefferson Davis to resolve th e feud between 
Johnston, PGT Beauregard and Jefferson Davis, late 1861 (Wert , 
Controversial Soldier  94): 
“There is some ill-feeling between the Potomac generals and the President. I fear 
that cousin Longstreet is taking sides versus the Administration.  He will certainly 
commit a grave error if he does.” 

 

·  Ulysses S. Grant compares Braxton Bragg and James L ongstreet in his 
memoirs (Grant 86-87): 
“I could well understand how there might be an irreconcilable difference between 
them. Bragg was a remarkably intelligent and well-informed man, professionally 
and otherwise. He was also thoroughly upright. But he was possessed of an 
irascible temper, and was naturally disputatious…. Longstreet was an entirely 
different man. He was  
brave, honest, intelligent, a very capable soldier, subordinate to his superiors, 
just and kind to his subordinates, but jealous of his own rights, which he had the 
courage to maintain … 

 

·  Col. Arthur Fremantle, Her Majesty’s Coldstream Gua rds, describing Lee 
and Longstreet at Gettysburg  
(Wert , Controversial Soldier  254): 
“[Longstreet] is never far from Gen. Lee, who relies very much upon his 
judgment.  By the soldiers he is invariably spoken of as ‘the best fighter in the 
whole army.’” 
 

·  James Kemper describes Longstreet at Gettysburg ( Piston  60): 
“… Longstreet rode slowly and alone immediately in front of our entire line.  I 

       expected to see him fall every instant.  Still he moved on, slowly and majestically, with a repressed power in every      
       movement and look that fascinated me.” 
 
����      Col. Arthur Fremantle remembers Florida soldie rs upon seeing Longstreet July 1, 1863 (Piston 50):  
       “Look out for work now, boys, for here’s the old bulldog again.” 
 
����      Robert Stiles describes Longstreet’s wounding at the Wilderness on May 6, 1864 (Stiles 246-247): 

 

“I never on any occasion during the four years of the war saw a group of officers and gentlemen more deeply 
distressed. They were literally bowed down with grief…It was not alone the general they admired who had been shot 
down—it was, rather, the man they loved.” 

 

·  Thomas J. Goree in a letter to his sister Mary Fran ces Goree Kittrell, October 21, 1864 (Goree 137): 
“…it was very gratifying to the Genl. to see the wild enthusiasm manifested by the veterans of his command on his 
appearance amongst them after such a long absence … to know that though he is no favorite with the President & 
Bragg, yet he has what is much better, the unbounded confidence of Genl. Lee and the officers and troops of his 
command.” 
 

·  Ulysses S. Grant to Longstreet after the surrender at Appomattox (New York Times , July 24, 1884):  
“Pete, let us have another game of brag to recall the old days which were so pleasant to us all.” 
(Brag is a card game that is similar to poker, but older.) 
 

·  Thomas J. Goree (Longstreet’s Aide-De-Camp) recalli ng Lee’s words to him, just before leaving the Army  of 
Northern Virginia forever (Goree 167):  
“”Captain, I’m going to put my old War Horse under your charge.  I want you to take good care of him’.” 
 

·  From Jubal Early’s “Address at Washington and Lee U niversity, January 19, 1872”.  Early stated that 
Longstreet had questioned Lee’s plans at Gettysburg  (Early 36):  
“…I am firmly convinced that if General lee’s plans had been carried out in the spirit in which they were conceived, a 
decisive victory would have been obtained, which perhaps would have secured our independence.” 
 

Also in the same address (Early 53): 
“If there be any, in all the land, who have proved renegade to their comrades and our holy cause, let them go out from 
among us with the brand of Cain upon them!” 
 

CS President Jefferson Davis.  
LC-BH82- 2417 [P&P] 
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·  In a letter from Walter H. Taylor (formerly part of  Lee’s staff) to Jubal Early, 
Taylor discusses Longstreet’s criticism of Lee – Ma y 5, 1876 (Piston 130):  
“From the course pursued by Longstreet, I now feel that he should be handled 
with ungloved hands.” 

 

·  Also, Rev. J. William Jones to William Pendleton, A ugust 14, 1878: 
“I suspect that Longstreet is very sick of Gettysburg because of this.  Certainly 
there has not been left a ‘grease spot’ of him.” 
 

·  Gen. E.P. Alexander, in his memoir, Fighting for the Confederacy: The 
Personal Recollections of General Edward Porter Ale xander , (page 220):  
“… [Longstreet’s] book, in several places, has given offence [sic] by alleged 
egotism & by seemingly harsh criticisms of Gen. Lee., & consequently much that 
he has had to say on this as well as on some other matters has been sneered or 
discredited in the Southern press.  But looked at purely as a technical military 
question [of] which of the two plays in May 1863 was the most judicious for the 
Confederacy … I must confess that [going to Tennessee] seems to me so very 
much the best that I can excuse one who suggested it at the time for some 
warmth & earnestness in now pointing out its possibilities.”  [The two plays were 
going north (PA), or going to Tennessee, summer 1863.] 
 

·  Jubal Early’s letter to his brother, from Canada, J uly 15, 1867 (Piston 110): 
“[Longstreet] has very much obscured the fame won by him during the war, and his letters are calculated to throw 
discredit on our course.  It is for this reason that I regret his course more than any other.” 
 

·  Thomas J. Goree’s letter to Longstreet, May 17, 187 5 (Wert , Controversial Soldier  424): 
“With my heart full of gratitude, I often think of you … Although we may differ in our political opinions, yet I have 
always given you credit for honesty and sincerity of purpose.”   
 

·  D.H. Hill offers his help to Longstreet and critici zes “Granny Pendleton", May 21, 1885 (Piston 144):   
“The vanity of the Virginians has made them glorify their own prowess and deify Lee.  They made me the scapegoat 
for Maryland and you for Pennsylvania.  I told old Granny Pendleton to his face in Charlotte that his charges against 
you were foolish … you were [Lee’s] confidential friend, more intimate with him than anyone else.  I know that he 
would be grieved at such talks as Pendleton and Jones have made.  I am willing for you to use anything written by me 
in regard to Lee’s implicit trust in you or anything to your own credit that does not disparage others.” 
 

·  “Survivor of [Pickett’s] Charge Defends Longstreet”  at 75 Year Gettysburg Reunion – Buffalo Evening News , 
July 5 th , 1938 (Wert , Controversial Soldier  297): 
“Longstreet opposed Pickett’s Charge, and the failure shows he was right.  All these damnable lies about Longstreet 
make me want to shoulder a musket and fight another war.  They originated in politics and have been told by men not 
fit to untie his shoestrings … I am proud that I fought under him here.  I know that Longstreet did not fail Lee at 
Gettysburg or anywhere else.  I’ll defend him as long as I live.”   

Jubal Early LC-B813- 6408 C[P&P] 

From left:  D.H. Hill from Battles and Leaders, Braxton Bragg LC-USZ62-4888, Louise Longstreet with sons James Jr. and John LC-USZ62-103596, 
and William Pendleton LC-USZ62-70913. 
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·   January 8, 1821  James Longstreet was born on his parents’ farm in Edgefield District, SC (north of  

Augusta, GA).  They soon moved back to Northern Georgia.  (Connection: Read about 
recent Cherokee removal in the John Ross biography.) 
 

·  October 1830  James moved to the home of his aunt Frances and uncle Augustus Baldwin  
Longstreet.  “Uncle Gus” strongly supported states’ rights and was a friend of John 
Calhoun (Wert, Controversial Soldier 25). 
 

·  1833   James’ father died during a cholera epidemic.  At some point between 1833 and  
1838, his mother moved to Alabama.  James stayed in Georgia.   

 

·  1838-1842 Attended West Point (United States Military Academy), 
graduating 54th out of 62 cadets.  

 
Other notable people in his class:  D.H. Hill, Lafayette McLaws, Earl Van 
Dorn, William S. Rosecrans, John Pope, Abner Doubleday (Wert, 
Controversial Soldier 28).  “Pete’s” best friend was Ulysses S. “Sam” 
Grant, class of 1843. 

 
After graduation he was sent to Jefferson Barracks, MO, where he was 
assigned to the 4th Infantry Division.  In 1843 he met Maria Louisa 
“Louise” Garland, the daughter of Commander Lt. Col. John Garland.  
 

·  April 1846 to Sept. 1847 Mexican War.  Longstreet learned the 
value of flanking maneuvers and the cost  
of frontal assaults on fortified enemy  
positions (Wert, Controversial Soldier 43).   
He was promoted for gallantry at Churubusco 
and Casa Mata.  On September 13th he was  
wounded in the thigh at Molino Del Rey.    
 
Some famous people in the Mexican War:    
Robert E. Lee, George Pickett, Winfield Scott  
Hancock, Ulysses Grant, Thomas J. Jackson,  
Ambrose Burnside, Jefferson Davis,  
George McClellan, P.G.T. Beauregard, and Joseph E. Johnston.   
 

�  March 8, 1848  Married Louise.    He was assigned to recruiting duty in New York and then moved to   
                                             Carlisle Barracks (PA).  In the same year, Longstreet was Best Man at Grant’s wedding. 
 

�     Dec. 26, 1848  Birth of first child, John Garland Longstreet 
 

·  May 1849   San Antonio, TX, then on to other posts with different duties:  Adjutant, Chief of  
Commissary, Scout, Paymaster, Commander (Ft. Bliss) – all useful in the future. 

 

·  Dec. 15, 1850  Augustus Baldwin Longstreet born, named after “Uncle Gus”.   
 

·  April 19, 1853  William Dent Longstreet was born; he died in Washington, DC on July 19, 1854. 
 

�  March 12 –    Birth and death of Harriet Margaret Longstreet 
Aug. 30, 1856  
 

�  July 8, 1857   Birth of James Longstreet, Jr. 
 

�  Nov. 1860   Election of Abraham Lincoln.  Longstreet was serving in New Mexico Territory. 
 

�  Dec. 20, 1860  South Carolina seceded from the Union 
 

·  Dec. 31, 1860  Mary Anne Longstreet was born.  In February 1861, Longstreet offered his services to  
Alabama governor Andrew B. Moore (Wert, Controversial Soldier 52; O.R.  IV, 1, p. 182). 

 

United States Military Academy from Constitution Point 
LC-USZC4-6304 

View of Chapultepec & Molino Del Rey LC-USZ62-45921 
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·  May 9, 1861  Resigned his commission in the US Army;  

resignation accepted June 1.  Yet as early as May 
      1st he had accepted a Confederate commission.   
 

On the way to New Orleans he met four Texans,  
including Thomas Goree, future Aide-De-Camp. 
 

·  June 22, 1861  Longstreet became Brigadier General under  
P.G.T. Beauregard.  In July, he and the Texans  
arrived at Manassas Junction. 
 

·  July 18, 1861  Longstreet’s first battle:  Blackburn’s Ford  
(according to National Park Service, this was a  
“reconnaissance-in-force prior to the main event  
at Manassas/Bull Run”.   PGT Beauregard and  
Jubal Early praised Longstreet for inspiring the  
men, being cool under fire, and contributing to the  
enemy’s defeat (OR I, Vol. II, pp. 462-463;  
Official Records 1, Vol. 2, pp 444-445). 
 

·  Oct. 7, 1861  “Stonewall” Jackson and Longstreet were promoted to Major  
Generals under Joseph E. Johnston.  Longstreet commanded  
the Third Division of the Army of the Potomac (later the  
famous Army of Northern Virginia).  
 

·  Jan. 25 & 26,   Augustus, James and Mary Anne Longstreet died from  
Feb. 1 1862 scarlet Fever – within one week.  James was devastated.   

He gave up cards and turned to church for comfort (Piston 18). 
 

·  May 5, 1862  Battle of Williamsburg. Joseph E. Johnston reported “[I was] a 
mere spectator, for General Longstreet’s clear head and  
brave heart left me no apology for interference” (Piston 19).   
(Connection: Read Winfield Hancock’s biography.) 

 
·  May 31 June 1, 1862 Longstreet bungled his orders at Seven Pines by taking his troops on the wrong road  

and mismanaging the battle itself.  Longstreet never publicly admitted his failure. 
Johnston was also to blame because he gave verbal orders.  
When Johnston was seriously wounded command went to D.H. 
Smith.  At noon on June 1 st, Robert E. Lee took command . 
 
·  June 30 & July 1, 1862 Terrific fighting at Glendale; 

Slaughter at Malvern Hill.  There were lost opportunities for 
both sides.  Lee reduced Jackson’s command from 14 to 7 
brigades, and increased Longstreet from 6 to 28 brigades.  
He also wrote that “Longstreet was the staff in my right 
hand” (Wert, Controversial Soldier 151-152). 

 
 
·  July 1862   Conflict with A.P. Hill due to an article in the Richmond Examiner. Eventually Hill  

challenged Longstreet to a duel, causing Lee to intervene.  Hill was transferred to 
Jackson’s command (Wert, Controversial Soldier 154 – 155).   

 
·  August 28-30, 1862  Second Manassas.  According to the American Battlefield Protection Program,  

(ABPP), “Longstreet’s wing of 28,000 men counterattacked in the largest, simultaneous 
mass assault of the war. The Union left flank was crushed and the army driven back to 
Bull Run.”   
 

P.G.T. Beauregard. NARA 111-B-1233 

Thomas J. “Stonewall” Jackson 
NARA 111-B-1867 

Land CWPT helped preserve at Malvern Hill 
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·  Sept. 17, 1862  Battle of Antietam, the bloodiest day of  

the Civil War.  Longstreet’s excellent  
performance and extraordinary control  
under fire were noticed by many.  Once  
he held his staff members’ horses so they 
could fire an unmanned cannon.  This  
battle was a Confederate tactical victory,  
but a Union strategic victory.  The  
Emancipation Proclamation was issued  
soon after. 
 

·  Oct. 9, 1862  Promoted to Lieutenant General.  In  
November Longstreet took command of  
the First Corps and led 41,000 troops in five divisions.   

 
·  Dec. 17, 1862  Fredericksburg.  At Marye’s Heights Longstreet’s defense was so strong – and  

he used artillery so effectively – that no Union soldiers came closer than 30 yards to the 
stone wall (Piston 33-34). He had created a “kill zone” (Knudsen 53).   
 

·  Feb. - April 1863  Led the Department of Southeast Virginia and North Carolina in collecting  
food and forage for Lee’s Army (Wert, Controversial Soldier 237-8).  His critics had  
expected him to attack Suffolk (and other towns), but Longstreet realized that they were 
heavily fortified and attacks would have lost many lives without contributing to his mission 
(Knudsen 61). 
 

·  July 1-3, 1863 Battle of Gettysburg (Longstreet fought July 2-3).  On 
July 2nd he almost broke the Union line.  On July 3rd he commanded the 
controversial Pickett’s Charge – even though he opposed the attack very 
strongly. 

 
[Sometimes “Pickett’s Charge” is called the “Pickett-Pettigrew-Trimble 
Assault” or “Longstreet's Assault”.] 

 
Moxley Sorrell (Chief of Staff) noted that “there was apparent apathy in 
[Longstreet’s] movements.  They lacked the fire and point of his usual 
bearing on the battlefield”.  Longstreet remembered that “I felt that my men 
were to be sacrificed and that I should have to order them to make a 
hopeless charge” (Wert, Controversial Soldier 268). 
 

·    Sept. 19-20, 1863 Chickamauga. Longstreet arrived on September 20, just    
  in time to break the Union line. Stubborn resistance from George H.  
  Thomas (“The Rock of Chickamauga”) saved the Union army.  (Connection:   
  Read the George H. Thomas Biography.) 

 
  When Longstreet and his staff arrived in Tennessee, Gen. Braxton Bragg    
  had not sent a guide to take Longstreet and his staff to his headquarters –  
  and they were almost shot by Federal pickets as they searched for him. 

 
·  Sept. – Oct. 1863 Drawn into controversy surrounding Bragg and 

his subordinates, who wanted him removed from command.  Nine 
generals including Longstreet were directly involved.  Davis would 
not remove Bragg; Longstreet’s reputation was soiled by his 
involvement.   

 

�     Oct. 20, 1863    Robert Lee Longstreet was born in Petersburg. 
 

·  Nov. 29. 1863 Failed attack at Fort Sanders (Knoxville, TN, 
versus Ambrose Burnside).  Longstreet ordered a foolish frontal 
assault, causing 800 casualties in about 20 minutes.   

 

Real’s Barn, burned by a Federal shell at Antietam  
LC-DIG-cwpb-00258. 

Longstreet at Gettysburg, July 2nd.  
LC-USZ62-77370 

Attack on Ft. Sanders LC-DIG-pga-01839 
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·  April 1864   After a long, difficult winter, Longstreet and his men returned to the Army of Northern  
Virginia.  It was a joyful homecoming to many of the officers and men. 

 

·  May 5-7, 1864  Battle of the Wilderness.  Longstreet managed to find a hidden route to attack 
Union forces, causing them to be caught in deadly crossfire.   
  
On May 6th he was wounded by own men; a minié ball passed through his neck and 
shoulder.  His right arm was paralyzed permanently.  The incident was eerily close to 
“Stonewall” Jackson’s mortal wounding one year earlier. 
 

·  Oct. 19, 1864 Longstreet returned to his corps.  He commanded forces north of 
the James & was assigned to protect Richmond & the railroads. 

    

·  Feb. 1865  U.S. Maj. Gen. E.O.C. Ord requested several meetings with 
Longstreet.  Ord suggested that since the leaders were unable to stop the war, the 
generals should end it.   
 

·  April 1865  On April 2, Union forces broke the Confederate line at 
Petersburg.  A.P. Hill was killed and Longstreet now commanded the Third and First 
Corps.  On the 8th, a group of Longstreet’s officers suggested he ask Lee to 
surrender (Piston 92).  Longstreet refused. 

   

·  April 9, 1865 Lee surrendered the Army of Northern Virginia at Appomattox 
Courthouse, VA.  Longstreet had reassured Lee that Grant would be reasonable – 
but said, “If he does not offer good terms, come back and let us fight it out."   The two 
generals parted April 12th.   

  

The war wasn’t over: (www.civilwarhome.com): 
*April 26 Gen. Joseph Johnston surrendered to Maj. Gen. Sherman;  
*May 4 Gen. Richard Taylor surrendered to Maj. Gen. Canby;  
*June 2 Gen. Edmund Kirby Smith surrendered to Maj. Gen. Canby;  
*June 23 Brig. Gen. Stand Watie surrendered to Lt. Col. Asa Mathews  
*Nov. 6 Capt. James Waddell surrendered the Shenandoah to Capt. J.G.  
                   Paynter of the HMS Donegal at Liverpool, England 
  

·  May 31, 1865 (Second) James Longstreet, Jr. was born.     
 

·  Sept. 1865  Longstreet moved to New Orleans – also home to P.G.T. 
Beauregard, John Bell Hood and others.  His family arrived in December.  In January 
1866 he joined the cotton brokerage firm of Longstreet, Owen & Co.   

 

·  March – June 1867  The Reconstruction Acts were passed.  Southern states needed to create new  
Constitutions – which included Freedmen’s suffrage.  The New Orleans Times asked for 
opinions from leading citizens.   
 

Longstreet sent three letters in all.  He said that there was  
“one course left for wise men to pursue, and that is to accept  
the terms that are now offered by the conquerors” (Wert,  
Controversial Soldier 410-411).  Others agreed.  Then he said  
that since the war was waged on Republican ideals, the only  
way to get what they desired was to become Republicans  
themselves.   He was praised in the North, but made a villain  
in the South – and his Uncle Augustus had warned him.   
(Read the letter in “Primary Sources”.) 
 

·  June 19, 1868  Longstreet received his pardon– by act of Congress – with  
help from Grant.  In the fall he supported Grant for president,  
and he attended the inauguration in March. 

 

·  March 10, 1869  Grant nominated Longstreet to be the Surveyor of Customs  
for the Port of New Orleans.  Very quickly he was called a  
“scalawag” – even by people like D.H. Hill, whom Longstreet  
had admired during the war (Wert, Controversial Soldier 413). 

Ambrose Powell (AP) Hill. 
NARA 111-BA-1190 

Ulysses S. Grant  
NARA 200-CA-38 

Approximate site of Longstreet’s 
wounding.  www.nps.gov/frsp. 
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�  July 1, 1869   Birth of Fitz Randolph Longstreet. 
 

·  May & June 1870  Appointed Adjutant General of Louisiana State Militia – white &  
black troops.  In June he became president of the New 
Orleans & Northeastern Railroad.   

 

·  Oct. 12, 1870  Death of Robert E. Lee in Lexington, VA. 
 

·  1872 - 1873   Longstreet commanded the State Militia and the New Orleans  
Metropolitan Police Force (African-Americans).  He was also  
President of the Levee Commission of Engineers.   

 

Jubal Early kicked off the “Lost Cause” Anti-Longstreet attacks  
– claiming that Gettysburg was lost because Longstreet did not 
attack at dawn as he was supposedly ordered.  Longstreet placed a newspaper ad, 
asking William Pendleton (another attacker) to produce evidence of the “dawn attack” 
order.  (There was no order.) 

 

·  July 29, 1872 Birth of Maria Louisa Longstreet (their 10th and last child). 
 

·  Sept. 14, 1874 3,600 police and militia members faced the “White League” 
(8400 strong).  Longstreet was captured and not released until the 16th.  He was 
relieved of duty and found himself out of Louisiana politics. [He had left African-
Americans against white Confederate veterans (Wert, Controversial Soldier 416).] 

 

·  1875 Longstreet wrote to Pendleton once again, asking him to provide 
evidence to support his “dawn attack” claims.   Pendleton refused.   

 

�  Later that year, Longstreet moved to Gainesville, GA and bought the Piedmont Hotel.   
 

·  March 1877   Converted to Catholicism. 
 

·  1878   (GA) Deputy Collector of Internal Revenue; Postmaster of Gainesville 
 

�  1880   Minister to Turkey; gained permission for American archeology experiments.   
 

·  May 1881   Returned from Europe to become the U.S. Marshal for Georgia.  In June, President (and 
Union veteran) James Garfield was shot; he lingered until dying in September.  Chester 
Alan Arthur became the next president.   

 

·  1884-1887   Century Magazine sought articles from Civil War leaders, including Longstreet.  The  
articles were collected and became Battles & Leaders of the Civil War (Piston 144-145). 

 

·  1886   Dedication of the Ben Hill Monument in Atlanta. (Hill was a powerful senator in Georgia.)  
Newspaperman Henry W. Grady arranged for Longstreet and Jefferson Davis to attend 
the ceremonies together.  His purpose was to support John Brown Gordon’s campaign 
for governor.  Davis did greet Longstreet warmly – as did the crowd of 100,000 – but 
Longstreet was not uninvited.  (That rumor was created by Grady himself.) 

 

·  July 1888   Longstreet participated in the Gettysburg 25 Year Reunion and was well-accepted. 
 

·  April 9, 1889 His home at Parkhill burned to the ground.  Everything was lost, 
including his uniform, Civil War relics and a sash from J.E.B. Stuart – as well as his 
library and all his personal papers (Wert, Controversial Soldier 421).  The cause was 
not determined. 
 

·  Dec. 29, 1889 Louise Longstreet died at the age of 62.  She was buried at Alta 
Vista Cemetery in Gainesville, GA.  James immersed himself in writing his memoirs. 

  

·  1890 & 1892 The Washington Artillery insisted on his participation at the 
unveiling of Lee’s statue in Richmond, and the 3rd annual United Confederate 
Veterans meeting in New Orleans.  Some leaders (such as John B. Gordon, 
ironically) were not pleased, but former soldiers flocked to Longstreet (Piston 165). 

 

Robert E. Lee at home 
LC-BH831- 563[P&P] 

Early, from  
Battles & Leaders 

John Brown Gordon  
NARA 111-B-1786 
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·  1893 Jubal Early died 
·  1894 William Pendleton died. 

 
·  1895 Spoke at the dedication of 

Chickamauga and Chattanooga National 
Military Park. 
 

·  Dec. 1895 Longstreet published his 800+ 
page memoirs, From Manassas to 
Appomattox.  (Dated 1896) 
 

·  Sept. 8, 1897  Married 34-year-old Helen Dortch.   Also in 1897, he was appointed Commissioner of   
Railroads (by William McKinley).  The couple traveled extensively. 

 
·  1902   Longstreet and E.P. Alexander (artillerist) attended West Point’s Centennial celebration.   

 
·  Fall 1903   In Chicago, Longstreet received x-ray treatment for cancer in his right eye. 

 
·  Jan. 2, 1904  Days short of his 83rd birthday, James Longstreet died of pneumonia.  The throat  wound  

he received at The Wilderness reopened as well.  He was buried on January 6th at Alta 
Vista Cemetery in Gainesville, GA. 

 
    That same month, Helen Longstreet  

responded to John B. Gordon’s  
Reminiscences of the Civil War .  She was  
his strongest supporter.   
 

·   May 3, 1962  Death of Helen Longstreet.  She was 
buried in West View Cemetery, Atlanta. 

 
·  1974   Michael Shaara’s Killer Angels was  

published.  In 1993, the movie Gettysburg  
was released based on Shaara’s book.   
Civil War buffs took a second look at  
Longstreet. 

 
�      July 3, 1998  An equestrian statue honoring James  

Longstreet was unveiled at Gettysburg.   
(View it at:  
www.elohi.com/photo/longstreet/memorial.html.) 
Until this time, there was no monument to  
Longstreet in existence – North or South  
(Knudsen 8).  �

Centennial Celebration at the United States Military Academy LOC pan 6a32195 
 

Leaders from John Brown Gordon’s Reminiscences – 
image from Scribner’s.   

Top:  Longstreet and Lee,  
Middle: Jubal Early and George Pickett,  

Bottom: Richard Ewell and E.P. Alexander 
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I. Culture –  
 

How did the culture of the South change as a result of the Civil War (antebellum, 
Civil War and Reconstruction)?  How was living in Georgia different from living in 
Virginia?  What made Longstreet stand out as a product of Georgia?   

 

James Longstreet spent several important years of his life in the home of 
Frances and Augustus Baldwin Longstreet, his aunt and uncle.  “Uncle Gus” was 
a prominent citizen, “local colorist” author, and politician.  He heard many heated 
discussions about States’ Rights.  How did the culture at his aunt and uncle’s 
house shape Longstreet’s opinions, personality, etc.? 

 

How did the environment at West Point shape its cadets?   
 

How did living in the South – or fighting in the Confederate army – affect how southerners viewed secession, Civil War 
leaders and Reconstruction?   How did that view differ in the North?  How do our values, upbringing and life experiences 
affect our view of Longstreet and other Civil War leaders? 
 

What was the “Lost Cause”?  How has it reflected the needs of many former Confederates since the war?  How was the 
“Lost Cause” created?  What was Longstreet’s role in the Lost Cause theory?  In what ways have Americans (and other 
nations) created similar myths since the Civil War?  
 

What cultural events in the 20th century helped to redeem Longstreet’s reputation? 
 

II. Time, Continuity and Change—  
 

In which major Mexican War and Civil War battles did Longstreet fight?  Which 
were major battles, and why?   

 

How did Longstreet’s Mexican War experience impact his leadership in the Civil 
War?  Which Civil War leaders – North and South – knew each other in West 
Point and in the Mexican War? 

 

Why did Longstreet support Reconstruction and the Republican Party?  What 
social and political issues were involved? 

 

How have Lee and Longstreet’s reputations changed over time, especially in 
historical books?  What forces were responsible for these changes?  How does 
this demonstrate the importance of “digging deeper” when studying history? 

 

Like George H. Thomas, Longstreet believed that “time and history would do him 
justice”.  Do you believe time and history have finally done Longstreet (and  

Thomas) justice?  Why or why not?  What forces cause both to be misunderstood – and how are we finally seeing a 
clearer picture of both? 
 

How is Longstreet’s Memoirs a useful tool to understand the past?  How should we be cautious in using memoirs? 
 

Why is it important for Civil War battlefields to be preserved?  How does visiting a battlefield change the way we 
understand a battle?  How does preservation help us stay connected to the past, and be better prepared for the future?   
 

III. People, Places and Environments –   
 

How did Longstreet’s childhood on a farm in rural Georgia affect his personality and skills as an adult?   
 

Find Longstreet’s major Mexican and Civil War battles on a map. 
 

In his Memoirs Longstreet describes the scene on the morning of December 13, 1862:  “the confronting armies… stood 
completely veiled from each other’s sight by an impenetrable mist…. The voices of the Union officers as they gave their 
commands were carried to us with almost startling clearness by the heavy fog that covered the field and surroundings.  So 
heavy was this fog that nothing could be seen at a distance of ten or twelve rods, and yet so distinctly were the voices of 
the officers brought to us that they seemed quite near at hand ...” (Memoirs 306).  How might the weather and the terrain 
have combined forces to make sound carry so well?  In contrast, what is the phenomenon called the “Acoustic Shadow”, why 
does it occur, and how did it affect the battles at Seven Pines and Gettysburg?   

William Pendleton and Jubal Early, 
(Library of Congress, Battles & Leaders) 

Longstreet after the war.   
NARA 111-B-2028. 
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How can terrain affect the outcome of a battle or campaign?  How did Longstreet use terrain at Fredericksburg to his 
advantage?  How did defensive works add to the natural strength at Fredericksburg?  How would you describe the terrain 
at The Wilderness?  What difficulties did both armies face there?  How did Longstreet take advantage of a path through 
the woods to inflict heavy casualties on the Union soldiers? 
 
At Fredericksburg, the town itself was heavily bombarded by artillery.  How did war impact Southerners who found 
themselves in the path of the armies – both from shelling / battles and from foraging?  How did the war indirectly impact 
Southerners?  How were Northerners impacted by the war? 
 

How did generals on both sides use the land itself to support their armies (foraging)?  Describe how foraging was used in 
the Suffolk Campaign, and Sherman’s Atlanta Campaign / March to the Sea. Are there other instances? 
 

Why did the assault on July 3, 1863 (“Pickett’s Charge” or “Longstreet’s Assault”) fail?  How much was due to terrain, 
technology, and/or leadership failures?  Explain. 
 

If the Army of Northern Virginia had been successful at Antietam or Gettysburg, Lee might have targeted Harrisburg, PA.  
We don’t usually think of Harrisburg as a huge military target – but what made Harrisburg very important?   
 

Longstreet stressed the potential use of “Interior Lines” as a Confederate advantage.  What are “interior lines”?  How did 
the Confederacy have an advantage? 
 

IV. Individual Development and Identity –   
 

How might “Uncle Gus” have affected Longstreet’s view of politics, America and himself?   
Did Longstreet’s friendship with Grant affect his post-war identity?  How? 

 

Longstreet ranked 54 out of 62 cadets in his class at West Point (1842).  Longstreet’s 
room mate, William Rosecrans, graduated 5th in his class.  Why does a high ranking (or 
low ranking) at West Point (or any school) not necessarily foreshadow future military 
greatness (or failure)?  Compare the ranking of several well-known Union and 
Confederate leaders with their wartime performance.    What can be learned from this? 

 

What did Lee mean by calling Longstreet his “War Horse”?  Do you think this was 
accurate?  Why or why not? 

 

Compare and contrast the personalities and leadership styles of “Stonewall” Jackson and 
James Longstreet.  How did their antebellum lives compare with one another?    What 
forces shaped their personalities and leadership styles? 

 

Why did Longstreet believe in the power of the “strategic defense” and “tactical offense”?   What do these terms mean? 
 

When Longstreet asked to be sent to the Western Theater, what were his motives?  Some suggested that while he had a 
legitimate concern for Tennessee and Kentucky, he was also looking for an honorable way to leave the Army of Northern 
Virginia and/ or possible command of an army in the West.  What do you think?  Why? 
 

How might having a paralyzed arm change Longstreet’s self-image?  How do life-threatening events, unexpected 
disabilities and disasters affect a person’s self-esteem, identity, and role in society? 
 

Despite having fought so hard in the Civil War, and having lost so much in the process, Longstreet seems to have found it 
relatively easy to “move on” after the Civil War.  Why?  How did his post-war outlook seem to differ from that of other 
former high-ranking Confederates? 
 

How did spending thirty years defending his honor affect Longstreet’s personality?  If Longstreet had reacted differently, 
do you think the controversy surrounding him might have “died down”?  Why or why not?  If you were in Longstreet’s 
position, do you think you might have reacted differently?  Why or why not? 
 

V.  Individuals, Groups and Institutions –  
 

Why did Longstreet join the Episcopalian Church during the War? Why did the Confederates experience a great religious 
revival during the War?  How did people in the South reconcile their faith with their resounding defeat?  Why was 
Longstreet’s conversion to Catholicism so unusual to his compatriots? 
 

Longstreet LC-USZ62-102997 
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As a result of the Civil War, an estimated 620,000 soldiers died as a result of wounds or disease.  The number of 
wounded soldiers was much, much higher.  Thousands upon thousands of families – North and South – would have been 
affected by either death or disability.  How did this affect the fabric of society as a whole?  Would the losses affect the 
North or the South more?  Why?  How did Longstreet’s wound affect his quality of life? 
 

What is a “scapegoat”?  Why do groups sometimes select a scapegoat in times of crisis or conflict?  In recent history, do 
you know of any groups or individuals (cultural or political) who have served as scapegoats?  Support your answer.   
 

When Longstreet died, several Confederacy-related groups sent no flowers or condolences to the family.  This was a 
tremendous insult.  Why was it done? 
 
 

What is the Lost Cause Myth?  In what ways was it a defense of antebellum groups and institutions?   
 

Throughout Longstreet’s life (and especially in 1876 with the Philadelphia Weekly Times), newspaper editors solicited 
opinions from Longstreet and his detractors for the sole purpose of generating controversy – so that more newspapers 
would be sold.  Do you think this happens in the media today (newspapers, magazines, television, Internet)?  Has it 
happened in other time periods?  If so, can you give some examples?  When does “news” cross the line and become 
either gossip or propaganda?  What are our rights – and responsibilities – regarding “Freedom of the Press”?  
 

VI. Power, Authority and Governance –  
 

   What is the difference between a tactical victory and a strategic  
   victory?  How was Antietam a Confederate tactical victory, but a Union  
   strategic victory?  What important event happened as a result of the  
   Union “victory” at Antietam?  Which group of people was directly  
   affected?  Were they affected everywhere in the country?  Why?     

 

   Longstreet knew that a major Southern victory might cause the North  
   to elect a president who would end the war.  Why? 

 

   How did a person’s power during the Civil War (for example, a high- 
   ranking general) impact their peacetime career?  

 

   During the Civil War there were many conflicts between generals, as  
   well as between generals and their presidents.  Why did these conflicts 
   occur?  How did these conflicts hurt the armies?  How did people 

attempt to resolve these conflicts?  When were they successful, and when were they not?  Can you think of more modern 
occasions in which there were conflicts between generals and elected officials?  When, and why?  What are some 
examples of Longstreet’s conflicts with other generals and with Jefferson Davis?  How did power and authority figure into 
these conflicts? 
 

What is “amnesty”?  Why didn’t Andrew Johnson want to grant it to Longstreet in 1865? Who helped Longstreet?  Why?   
 

How did the government attempt to establish order and security during Reconstruction?  In what ways was Reconstruction 
punitive? How did the Republican Party control most of the nation after the war?  When did the Democrats begin to regain 
power, and what was the result in Longstreet’s life?  How might history be different if Lincoln had not been assassinated? 
 

Longstreet supported Reconstruction – with its focus on the Freedmen– yet what was his primary purpose in doing so … 
concern for African-Americans or the white elite?  Why?  
 

What is propaganda?  How do governments – and factions within a government – use propaganda to achieve their goals?  
What was the goal of the Lee “cabal” in the late 1800s?  Would you consider the Lee “cabal” to be social or political in 
nature (or both)?  Why?  How is the “Lost Cause” itself a form of propaganda?  What Northern propaganda circulated at 
this time as well?  (A “cabal” is a group of conspirators or plotters.) 
 

Longstreet arrived back in the United States (after being Minister to Turkey) just before James Garfield was shot.  Garfield 
didn’t die until September.  Chester Alan Arthur succeeded him.  What would it be like to live in the United States in the 3 
½ months between July and September?  What safeguards allow the government to continue operating?  Would the 
government be at greater risk for outside attack or inside unrest?  Why or why not? 
 

 
 
 

James Garfield, left, and Chester Alan Arthur, right  
(LC-DIG-cwpbh-03744 and LC-USZ62-13021) 
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VII. Production, Consumption and Distribution –  
 

What goods were produced in the North versus the South?  How did the Federal 
blockade and the war itself impact production, consumption and distribution?   

 

Longstreet reported to Manassas Junction in July 1861.  Why was Manassas so 
important to the Confederacy?  Why was Chattanooga important? 
 

Why was the Confederate army lacking in food, supplies and clothing?  How did 
leaders attempt to fix these problems?  How did Longstreet’s operations in 
Suffolk fit into this picture? 

 

In 1863, Henry Thomas Harrison (Longstreet’s scout) was paid in greenbacks 
(Union currency) for his services (Wert, Controversial Soldier 237).   Why would 
Harrison have insisted on being paid in Union money?   

 

Longstreet and two members of the Washington Artillery formed a cotton brokerage in January 1866.  What was a cotton 
broker?  What is a broker’s role in production, consumption and distribution? 
 

VIII. Science, Technology and Society –  
 

How did military technology change during the war?  How did 
warfare become more costly in terms of human life?  How does 
“Jominian Theory” (which West Point cadets were taught before 
the war) differ from “modern” warfare?  (Read Knudsen’s book.) 
 

Longstreet liked the “strategic offense” and “tactical defense”.    
What do these mean?  What are some examples?  Why & when 
did Lee and Longstreet disagree about strategy and tactics? 
 

In 1862, Lee had his men drag brush behind the horses to fool  
McClellan into thinking he had more men than he actually had.   
How did this simple method work?  What techniques are used  
today to give faulty intelligence to the enemy? 
 

What was Longstreet’s opinion of “stealth” warfare like landmines  
(“infernal machines”)?  Why?  Do you believe that “all’s fair in love  
and war,” or like Longstreet, do you disagree?  Why? 
 

By Gettysburg, Robert E. Lee had been ill since spring of 1863.  By reading his letters and considering his actions during 
this time period, historians and physicians have come to what conclusions about Lee’s health?   
 

During the food shortages in 1863-1864, Longstreet’s men suffered from scurvy.  What causes scurvy, & how is it prevented? 
 

How did Longstreet change the effectiveness of defensive works with a 
relatively simple improvement?  How did the rise of defensive works 
anticipate trench warfare in World War I?  How did Longstreet’s actions 
at Petersburg and Fredericksburg combine terrain and earthworks? 

 

How & when were railroads used to transport soldiers in the Civil War?  
What problems existed with Southern railroads? 

 

When Longstreet was President of the New Orleans Levee Commission 
he was very ill from trudging through the swamps.  What did scientists 
know about diseases carried by mosquitoes and contaminated water?  
What epidemics hit the South during summer months?   

 

According to LTC Knudsen, the historian Douglass Southall Freeman 
grew up in Lynchburg, VA while Jubal Early lived there – and he believed 
Early’s distorted picture of Longstreet.  Later, Freeman was a speaker at 
the Army War College.  He asks how World War I and II might have been 
different if senior officers had been taught about Longstreet’s military 
innovations and theories (Knudsen 21).  What do you think?   

 

In 1903, Longstreet received x-ray therapy for a cancerous eye.  Into what type of modern treatment did this evolve?    

[Manassas Junction, Va. Soldiers beside 
damaged rolling stock of the Orange & 

Alexandria Railroad] LC-DIG-cwpb-00260 

Cobb’s and Kershaw’s troops behind the  
Stone Wall at Fredericksburg.  LC-USZ62-134479 

Three British soldiers in a trench during  
World War I.  LC-USZ62-75152 
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IX. Global Connections --  
 

        What was the role of Great Britain and France during the American     
        Civil War?  Realistically, do you think Great Britain or France might     
        have backed the Confederacy?  Why or why not? 

 

        Col. Arthur Fremantle of the Coldstream Guards (Great Britain)  
        followed Lee and Longstreet at Gettysburg as a foreign observer.   
        What was the role of foreign observers in the Civil War?  What is  
        their role now?  What American (Union and Confederate) generals  
        served as foreign observers during other conflicts (either before or  
        after the war)?   

 

        How many nations still permitted slavery at the time of the American  
        Civil War?  How did other countries eventually abolish slavery?   
        How did slavery change from a southern asset to a confederate  
        liability (in the words of Patrick Cleburne)?  Was Longstreet in favor  
        of arming African-American soldiers or opposed to the idea?  Why? 
 

           What was Longstreet’s one achievement as Minister to Turkey?   
 
 

X.  Civic Ideals and Practices –  
 

How did living with “Uncle Gus” impact Longstreet’s political views  
and civic participation as an adult? 
 

If you were a Southern officer serving in the US Army at the outbreak  
of the Civil War, what were your options?  Why did Longstreet resign  
his commission and offer his services to the Confederacy?  Would it  
be difficult to serve the U.S. Army for years, and then fight against 
the same army?   
 

Longstreet served in the Union Army, Confederate Army, and  
Louisiana Militia.  At one level, his loyalties changed.  But, on another 
level, how did his loyalties NOT change? 
 

How did the majority of former Confederates regain their political 
rights after the war?  Why didn’t Longstreet regain his rights without  
help from Ulysses S. Grant?     
 

How was Longstreet’s vocal support of Grant and Reconstruction  
both positive and negative?  

A group of foreign observers in New York.   
NARA 59-DA-43 

“The Union & rebel officers taking the last drink after 
signing the papers of parole & exchange of prisoners.”   

By Arthur Lumley.  LC-USZC4-9828. 
 

 
ÜÜÜÜ    “A grand allegory of the reconciliation of North and South through the 
federal program of Reconstruction…the government is represented as a 
colossal pavilion-like structure. It has a broad, flattened dome or canopy, on 
which is drawn a map of the United States, with a shallow drum with a frieze 
showing the Senate, House of Representatives, Supreme Court, and cabinet. 
The drum is supported by two systems of slender columns-- the straight, outer 
ones representing the state governments, and the curved inner ones the 
people…. the structure is literally undergoing "reconstruction." The bases of the 
columns of the former Confederate states are being replaced with new ones. 
The old bases are called "Foundations of Slavery." The new ones represent 
Justice, Liberty, and Education… the sky is filled with a multitude of faces--
American statesman, public figures, and other historical characters … The 
aerial host surrounds the figure of Christ, who says, "Do to other as you would 
have them do to you." Flanking the group are Justice (left) and Liberty (right). 
Below, beneath the canopy, representatives of the North are reconciled with 
their Southern counterparts … Below in a small vignette two infants--one black 
and one white--lie sleeping in their baskets. Above them flies an eagle with a 
streamer reading ‘All men are born free and equal.’”    
LC-DIG-pga-01366.  J.L. Giles, N.Y 
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Trustworthiness  
 

+ From the Mexican war through the Civil War, Longstreet built a sturdy 
reputation as a brave, able and trustworthy soldier.  

 
+ Longstreet gave very thorough, honest advice to General Lee – to the 

best of his ability. Lee valued his advice, even if he didn’t always follow it 
(Knudsen 20). 

 
+ He was true to his conscience and said what he thought needed to be 

said.  In the words of LTC Harold Knudsen, “He did not package his 
words in order to prevent offending others who held an opposing view.”  
He didn’t seek confrontation, but didn’t back down when it found him 
(Knudsen 14). 

 
+ Longstreet was very loyal to George Pickett, a lifelong friend.  It hurt 

Longstreet terribly to order “Pickett’s Charge” (“Longstreet’s Assault”).   
 
+ He was very loyal to Robert E. Lee in April 1865, refusing to take a petition to Lee asking him to 

surrender.  He told Gen. William Pendleton (the petition bearer) that his job was to support Lee, not tear 
Lee down (Sears 3).  Ironically, after the war Pendleton criticized Longstreet’s loyalty and obedience. 

 
+ Longstreet recognized that following the law – “to respect the laws of Congress” – was a condition of 

Confederate paroles.   
 
+ / -  Discipline.  Longstreet valued the “strategic defense” / “tactical offense” model (forcing the enemy to 

attack you on ground of your choosing) and wanted to “stick with the plan”.   However, he completely 
bungled Fort Sanders, TN by abandoning his model. 

 
+/ -- After the war, Longstreet destroyed his hard-earned reputation by bluntly criticizing Lee, “Stonewall” 

Jackson, Jefferson Davis, and others.  (Other people had criticisms too, but they were wise enough to 
keep quiet.)  The criticisms might have been true, but they made Longstreet appear disloyal – 
especially since he also became a Republican, supported Grant and accepted Reconstruction.   
 

Respect  
 

+ Longstreet respected the men of the First Corps.  He hated the waste of 
life that came with futile frontal assaults against entrenched positions and 
his men knew it (Knudsen 17).  

 
+ He had great respect for J.E.B. Stuart’s reconnaissance skills, and 

supported Stuart as a candidate for Brigadier General. (Stuart was 
promoted from Colonel to Brigadier General in September 1861.)  

 
+ At Glendale, A.P. Hill’s men captured U.S. General McCall.  Longstreet tried 

to shake his hand – showing respect for a former commander.  McCall, 
however, refused (Wert, Controversial Soldier 143-144). 

 
+ After Fredericksburg, Longstreet praised his men for standing their 

ground.  He also asked the men to give money to the residents of 
Fredericksburg (Wert, Controversial Soldier 222).  This showed his 
respect for his soldiers as well as for the civilians directly affected by war. 

 

George Pickett.   
LC-DIG-cwpbh-00682 

 

James Ewell Brown (J.E.B.) 
Stuart.  NARA 64-M-9 
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+ After Glendale, Longstreet asked an orderly 

to send a telegraph to his wife, telling her he 
was okay.  [Lee asked Longstreet to write a 
note to his own wife as well (Wert, 
Controversial Soldier 149).]  

 
+ Longstreet earned his soldiers’ respect by 

facing enemy fire & being visible in battles. 
 

+ / --  He refused a duel with A.P. Hill, choosing 
instead to deal with the situation peacefully.  
However, instead of dealing directly with 
Hill, Longstreet sent Moxley Sorrell (Chief of 
Staff) as his representative.   

 
+ / -- In fighting the “Lost Cause” attacks of Jubal Early, William Pendleton & Rev. J. William Jones, 

Longstreet requested time-consuming information from General Lee’s staff, E.P. Alexander, Moxley 
Sorrell and others.  Sometimes this drew others into the fray. Sometimes he alienated his helpers. 

 
-- Sometimes Longstreet’s memoirs sound harsh towards Robert E. Lee (and others).  For example,  

regarding Lee at Gettysburg (page 384):  “That General Lee was excited and off his balance at 
Gettysburg was evident on the afternoon of the first, and he labored under that oppression until enough 
blood was shed to appease him.” 

 
Responsibility  
 
+ Longstreet felt the desire to clear the First Corps’ good  

name – not only his own. 
 
+ Longstreet understood the awesome responsibility of  

leading thousands of men & providing for their welfare. 
 

+ He was in constant communication with Robert E. Lee  
when he was detached from the Army of Northern Virginia 
during the Suffolk Campaign.   

 
+ From the Mexican War, he learned that leadership 

and planning were extremely important – and while  
a resolute frontal attack could be successful, a  
badly executed attack would be a rout (Knudsen 32). 

 
+ / -- Longstreet did accept responsibility for the failed operations at Knoxville / Ft. Sanders, but he never 

accepted responsibility for the failure at Seven Pines. 
 
-- He did not support “Pickett’s Charge” – and he did not make his best effort.  One historian even claims 

that Longstreet did only what was required of him – no more.  Lee would not listen to him so Longstreet 
did exactly what he was told and no more.  [There is a difference between following the “letter of the 
law” (or order) versus the “spirit of the law”.] 

 
-- Longstreet became bitter and angry because of thirty years spent defending his honor (and that of the 

First Corps).  No matter how angry he was, or how unfair the accusations were, he should not have let 
himself be “baited” by the “Lee Cabal”). 

 
-- Even though Uncle Augustus told him NOT to publish his 1867 letters to the New Orleans Times, he did 

it anyway –ruining his reputation and making life difficult for his entire family. 
 

“Stonewall” Jackson, Robert E. Lee & J.E.B. Stuart – “Three Heroes” 
– sketch from 1893.  LC-USZC4-7943 

Ft. Sanders, showing salient attacked  
by Longstreet.  These men are US 

Engineers: O.M. Poe and O.E. Babcock. 
LC-DIG-stereo-1s01387 
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Fairness 
 

  + He was usually fair to his soldiers regarding  
what they could reasonably accomplish.   

 
  + Longstreet was skilled in selecting talented staff 

members and he rewarded them well. 
 

  + After the war, he was willing to admit to the 
possibility that the Confederate army might have 
been “beaten”, not just “overwhelmed”.  (Showing 
respect and offering an olive branch to 
Northerners.) 

 
  + He was grateful to his men during the war and to 

Ulysses Grant for his help after the war.    
 

  + / --  He wasn’t open-minded about plans that didn’t fit in 
with his “strategic defense” / “tactical offense” 
model.   In Tennessee he abandoned the model – 
despite his criticisms of Lee for having done so. 

 
-- He unfairly tried to place the timing for “Pickett’s Charge” on E.P. Alexander’s shoulders.     
 
Caring  

 
+ While he was stern with his soldiers, he was  

well-liked.  He took care of them.  One time he  
even ordered Moxley Sorrell (Chief of Staff)  
to arrange for  “theater” during the dull winter  
encampment.   

 
+ He cared very much about Robert E. Lee, and  

protected him from enemy fire on occasion.  At  
Appomattox, while Lee was in agony, Longstreet 
supported him long after many others had 
given up. 

 
+ At Antietam, Longstreet helped a family whose  

home had burned down.   
 
+ After Fredericksburg, Longstreet visited his family as much as possible, and he had the regimental 

band serenade Louise and her friend Matilda Hamilton.  Also, for days he put up with being pelted by 
snowballs by a Texas brigade (Wert, Controversial Soldier 224-225).  He cared for his family as well as 
his army family and recognized the need for fun and companionship. 

 
+ During the Wilderness, Longstreet was moved to tears to see Thomas Goree grieving over his 

wounded brother (Piston 88). 
 
-- He could not “forgive and forget” the personal attacks by Early, Pendleton, Jones and others.  It often 

caused him to write responses that were hurtful and uncaring.  (Pride.) 
 
-- His articles and memoirs sounded ungrateful to Lee and hurtful to the South. 
 

Reunion at the Bloody Angle (Pickett’s Charge) –  
Pickett’s men are in the foreground.  LC-B2- 2790-1. 

Burying the Wilderness dead at Fredericksburg.  NARA 111-B-4817 
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Citizenship  
 
+ When he urged the South to cooperate with Reconstruction, he really DID have the South’s best  

interests in mind.  He was being loyal – yet they called him a traitor.   
 

+ Longstreet was sincere in his desire to regain his citizenship and right-standing with the United States.    
When the war was over, he was ready to move on. 

 
+  Longstreet and Robert E. Lee made an excellent team in the service of the Confederacy.  The  

glaring exception is Gettysburg. 
 
+ / -- At the outbreak of the war, he quickly came to the aid of his homeland – the South.  Yet, in doing so, he 

turned against the United States, which he had served for many years. 
 
+ / -- After the war, he was involved in his communities and in politics – but he was NOT a skilled politician at 

all.  Much of his “service” was seen as self-serving. 
 

  -- Longstreet almost resigned 
his commission as Brigadier 
General in September 1861 
over rumors that he would be 
passed over for promotion.  
PGT Beauregard had to 
intervene. 

 

  -- Longstreet wanted to 
“control” the Freedmen’s vote 
in order to keep the white 
status quo. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CHARACTER COUNTS! And Six Pillars of Character are service marks of Josephson Institute.  
 © 2008 Josephson Institute.  The definitions of Th e Six Pillars of Character are reprinted with permi ssion.  

www.charactercounts.org    

A man representing the Freedmen’s Bureau stands between a group of Euro-Americans  
and a group of African-Americans.  From Harper's weekly, July 25, 1868.  LC-USZ62-105555 
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1. Listening:  

+  Longstreet listened very intently to Lee’s plans.  Even when he disagreed he seems to have understood 
Lee’s point of view and what the general hoped to accomplish. 

+ He was very observant regarding Lee’s moods as well as physical and mental state. 

+ Longstreet used the reconnaissance of Edward Porter Alexander almost daily (Piston 35). 

2. Imagination 
 
+/-- Longstreet dreamed big dreams – for example, a focus on the Western Theater of the Civil  

War, speedy Southern cooperation during Reconstruction, and the restoration of his reputation (as well 
as other generals who were overlooked in favor of Lee, Jackson and Stuart).  However, he was terribly 
inept in getting others to see the big dreams.  Either he alienated others, or he used overwhelming 
persistence and/or bitterness.   

 
3. Withdrawal 

+ Longstreet showed great courage by hardly flinching at  
            artillery fire, appearing “in control”, exercising dry humor in  
            gruesome situations, and so on. – modeling the type of  
            behaviors he desired.   

+/-- Upon reflection, he regretted not having fought for his point  
            of view at Gettysburg:  “I have learned under much  
            experience that one must after expressing views, fight for  
            them if he hopes to have them adopted.  So I shall hereafter  
            contend with more pertinacity for what I know to be right”  
            (Piston 68).  In Tennessee he was more forceful – but that  
            forcefulness also failed him. 

+/-- Longstreet suffered serious losses during and soon after the  
           Civil War – three children in 1861, the use of his arm in 1864,  
            his new country in 1865, his reputation in 1867 – each loss  
            changed him forever.   Perhaps he needed to take himself  
            out of the spotlight – for his sake and the sake of his family. 

4. Acceptance and Empathy 

+ His heart ached for Lee in April 1865, when it was only a  
            matter of time until surrender.  Defeat would be painful and  
            humiliating. 

+     While Longstreet was stern with his men, they knew he loved his Corps and they performed well. 

+ After Fredericksburg, Longstreet asked his soldiers to give money to the residents of Fredericksburg 
(Wert, Controversial Soldier 222).  He cared about the civilians directly affected by this battle. 

Learning to cope with loss.  US War Department 
photograph of a disabled Civil War veteran with 

prosthetic arms. LC-DIG-ppmsca-10105 
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+ Longstreet selected and nurtured good officers and support staff and was good at giving deserved 

praise and promotions.  
 

+ After Fredericksburg, Longstreet praised his men for standing their ground (Wert, Controversial Soldier 222). 
 

+  He asked Moxley Sorrell to start a “theater” for the men during a long winter encampment.  He also      
      nurtured an environment that Lee enjoyed to be in – even if he didn’t participate in some activities. 

 

5. Foresight 

+ He understood the importance of good reconnaissance –he used  
            fresh troops and placed garrisons and signal stations at vital  
            points.  He often went personally (Knudsen 15).   
 

+ He was one of the first generals to understand Grant fully:  “We  
           must make up our minds to get into line of battle and to stay  
            there; for that man will fight us every day and every hour till the  
            end of this war.  In order to whip him we must outmaneuver him,  
            and husband our strength as best we can” (Piston 87). 
 

+ / -- He knew exactly what to expect from Pickett’s Charge and was  
            barely able to order Pickett to proceed.  (However, part of his job  
            was not to allow his feelings to show.)  As a subordinate he saw  
            clearly the risks involved in frontal assaults on fortified enemy  
            positions.  Yet at Ft. Sanders, he seems to have forgotten this. 
 

--  Longstreet didn’t foresee Southern outrage at his support of  
            Grant, criticism of Southern war heroes and cooperation with the  
            North.  For himself, for his family, and for the men who served  
            under him, he probably should not have been so outspoken.  

6. Awareness and Perception 

+/-- His Memoirs helped his own healing and that of the First Corps. However, he should have been able to 
see how arrogant their tone was. 

-- Longstreet was very naive about political and social issues, leaving himself wide open to attack by 
Jubal Early and the “Lost Cause” writers. 

-- Like Ulysses Grant, he was judged by the company he kept (Piston 140).  He was not corrupt as US 
Marshal in Georgia, but there was corruption under him – and he seems not to have been aware of it.   
 

7. Persuasion 

+   Mostly, Longstreet used gentle persistence & reason to advise Lee.  (However, Jeffry Wert notes that 
he was afraid to push Lee too far – he had a temper himself, but he didn’t want to see Lee’s temper.) 

+ / -- Longstreet had connections with senators and high officials– and he used them.  This put him at odds 
with Jefferson Davis and Braxton Bragg. Used wisely, the connections could be very helpful.  Used 
incorrectly, his connections got him involved in high-level in-fighting. 

-- With Jefferson Davis and Secretary of War Seddon he used his war record and closeness to Lee to try 
to get his way. 

 

Pickett receives his orders from Longstreet, 
July 3, 1863.  LC-USZ62-43635 
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-- Being generous, forgiving and kind to his enemies (and co-workers) might have swayed people to see 
his point of view.  (But, as E.P. Alexander said, we might forgive Longstreet’s attitude given that time 
proved him right. Also consider that he spent his life as a scapegoat for the fall of the Confederacy.) 

8. Conceptualizing 

+ Longstreet was a “visionary”— his understanding of warfare  
            was ahead of many generals and politicians.  He was effective  
            in using defensive works; he understood the importance of the  
            Western Theater; he understood that costly victories hurt the  
            South almost as much as defeats.   

+ He could change his battle plans to match quickly changing  
            conditions (Knudsen 16). 

+    Longstreet conducted huge division-level drills.  They helped  
            the men learn to move as a powerful, cohesive group, and  
            they also built a sense of belonging. 

+/-- His theme of “cooperation with the Republicans” showed that  
            he understood the North’s position and wanted to move on  
            after the war.  But he misunderstood the South.  Still, his  
            “cooperation” with the North wasn’t all it appeared to be – it  
            was a way to control the Freedmen’s vote. 

9. Healing  
 
+ Longstreet sincerely wanted the former Confederacy to heal  
            after the war, and felt that cooperation with the Republicans  
            would have been the quickest way to accomplish this.  While  
            he underestimated the power of pride, his heart was in the  
            right place. 

+ He was a speaker at the 1893 Chicago World’s Fair and at  
            many Northern events –he respected the Union and Union  
            soldiers.  (After Appomattox, the war was over.) 

-- Criticizing Lee did not heal old war wounds … and criticizing  
            Bragg only deepened problems in TN. 

  

 

   
Based on “The Servant as Leader” by Robert K. Greenleaf,  

© Greenleaf Center for Servant Leadership 1991, 2008.   
Reprinted with permission.   

Further information about servant leadership can be found at www.greenleaf.org.   
 

Detail of Southern sheet music – 
“God Save the South” – “Our National  

Confederate Anthem”.  LC-USZ62-33407 

Confederate entrenchments at  
Dutch Gap Canal at the James River, VA.  

LC-DIG-cwpb-00026 
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Colonel Edward Porter Alexander, of the Washington Artillery, describes the 
exchange between himself and General James Longstreet on July 3, 1863, just 
before “Pickett’s Charge”.  This excerpt is from Chapter 11 of Alexander’s 
Fighting for the Confederacy: the Personal Recollections of General Edward 
Porter Alexander (pp. 253-255).  
 

*********** 
 
“It was understood that Gen. Longstreet would give the signal for the 
cannonade to open – two guns, to be fired by the Washn. Arty., near the 
Peach Orchard.  And he had instructed me to take a position whence I 
could see best, & I was to determine the moment & give Pickett the order 
when to charge.  One of Pickett’s couriers was sent to remain with me & 
carry the order when I gave it. 
 
I had, at first, taken no very special thought as to how long I would let the 

fire continue, before telling Pickett to go.  Some 20 to 30 minutes I supposed would be about right. 
Not shorter than 20, for the longer the time the more punishment the enemy would have.  But not 
longer than 30, because they had a long charge, & I must allow plenty of time for them to cover the 
distance within the hour.  For I did not like to use up more ammunition than that I would consume 
before having the crisis of the matter determined. 
 
I had no expectation whatever of seeing anything special happen in the enemy during the cannonade, 
either to make me lengthen or shorten this period.  In fact if I had thought very seriously on the 
subject & figured up that the enemy had as good & as many guns as we; & great advantage in the 
position & ammunition over us I might not have felt as cheerful & sanguine as I did.  But the fact is 
that like all the rest of the army I believed that it would all come out right, because Gen. Lee had 
planned it.�
 
And now I received a sudden shock.  A courier brought m e a note from Gen. Longstreet which read 
as follows: 
 

Colonel.  If the artillery fire does not have the effect to drive off the enemy, or greatly 
demoralize him, so as to make our efforts pretty certain, I would prefer that you should not 
advise Gen. Pickett to make the charge.  I shall rely a great deal on your good judgment to 
determine the matter & shall expect you to let Gen. Pickett know when the moment offers. 

 
That presented the whole business to me in a new light.  It was no longer Gen. Lee’s inspiration that 
was the way to whip the battle, but my cold judgment to be founded on what I was going to see.  Gen. 
A.R. Wright of Geo. was with me when the message was brought.  I showed it to him & after talking 
over the situation I wrote to Gen. Longstreet – about as follows (I kept no copy at the time, but wrote 
out afterward what I remembered very vividly; Gen. Longstreet’s two letters I preserved): 
 

General.  I will only be able to judge of the effect of our fire on the enemy by his return fire, for 
his infantry is but little exposed to view & the smoke will obscure the whole field.  If, as I infer 
from your note, there is any alternative to this attack it should be carefully considered before 
opening our fire, for it will take all the artillery ammunition we have left to test this one  
 

Image:  John Bell Gordon’s 
Reminiscences, 1904. 
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thoroughly, & if the result is unfavorable we will have none left for another effort. And even if 
this is entirely successful it can only be so at a very bloody cost. 

 
After a while there came this reply: 
 

Colonel.  The intention is to advance the infantry, if the artillery has the desired effect of driving 
the enemy’s off, or having other effect such as to warrant us in making the attack.  When the 
moment arrives advise Gen. Pickett, and of course advance such artillery as you can use in 
aiding the attack. 

 
Gen. Wright read this & said, “He has put the responsibility back upon you.”  I said, “General, Tell me 
exactly what you think of this attack.”  He said, “Well, Alexander, it is mostly a question of supports.  It 
is not as hard to get there as it looks.  I was there yesterday with my brigade.  The real difficulty is to 
stay there after you get there – for the whole infernal Yankee army is up there in a bunch.” 
 
Now, I had already decided in my own mind that I could see nothing during the cannonade upon 
which any safe opinion could be founded; & decided that the question, whether or not that attack was 
to be made, must be decided before the cannonade opened.  I had tried to avoid the responsibility of 
the decision, but in vain.  Gen. Lee had originally planned it, & half of the day had been spent in 
preparation.  I determined to cause no loss of time by any indecision on my part.  As to the question 
of supports, that I supposed would be the one to which Gen. Lee himself would have given his own 
special attention – far more than to any particular features of the ground.  And I had heard a sort of 
camp rumor, that morning, that Gen. Lee had said he intended to march every man he had upon that 
cemetery hill that day. 
 
But before deciding absolutely I rode back for a little interview with Pickett himself.  I did not tell him 
my object, but just felt his pulse, as it were, about the assault.  He was in excellent spirits & sanguine 
of success.  Then I determined to let Gen. Longstreet know that I intended to put Pickett in.  I wrote 
him just these words:  “General.  When our artillery fire is at its best I shall order Gen. Pickett to 
charge.” 
 
 
 

“Caisson and battery horses - near the grove of trees; scene of Pickett’s charge”.  
By Edwin Forbes.  LC-USZ62-14320 
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This is one of the letters which caused James Longstreet to be labeled a “traitor” to the South, and opened the door 
for attacks by “Lost Cause” writers like Jubal Early, William Pendleton, Rev. J. William Jones, Fitzhugh Lee, and 
others.  From pages 636-637 of Longstreet’s memoirs – From Manassas to Appomattox (1895).   
 

        New Orleans, LA., June 3, 1867. 
J.M.G. Parker, Esq.: 
 

DEAR SIR, -- Your esteemed favor of the 15th ultimo was duly received. 
 

I was much pleased to have the opportunity to hear Senator Wilson, and was agreeably surprised to meet such 
fairness and frankness from a politician whom I had been taught to believe harsh in his feelings towards the people 
of the South. 
 

I have considered your suggestion to wisely unite in efforts to restore Louisiana to her former position in the Union 
‘through the party now in power.’ My letter of the 6th of April, to which you refer, clearly indicates a desire for 
practical reconstruction and reconciliation.  There is only one route left open, which practical men cannot fail to see. 
 

The serious difficulty arises from want of that wisdom so important for the great work in hand.  Still, I will be happy to 
work in any harness that promise relief to our discomfited people and harmony to the nation, whether bearing the 
mantle of Mr. Davis or Mr. Sumner. 
 

It is fair to assume that the strongest laws are those established by the sword.  The ideas that divided political 
parties before the war – upon the rights of the States – were thoroughly discussed by our wisest statesmen, and 
eventually appealed to the arbitrament of the sword.  The decision was in favor of the North, so that her construction 
becomes the law, and should be so accepted.  
 

The military bill and amendments are the only peace-offerings they have for us, and should be accepted as the 
starting-point for future issues. 
 

Like others of the South not previously connected with politics, I naturally acquiesced in the ways of Democracy, 
but, so far as I can judge, there is nothing tangible in them, beyond the issues that were put to test in the war and 
there lost.  As there is nothing left to take hold of except prejudice, which cannot be worked for good for any one, it 
seems proper and right that we should seek some standing which may encourage hope for the future. 
 

If I appreciate the issues of Democracy at this moment, they are the enfranchisement of the negro and the rights of 
Congresses in the premises, but the acts have been passed, are parts of the laws of the land, and no power but 
Congress can remove them. 
 

Besides, if we now accept the doctrine that the States 
only can legislate on suffrage, we will fix the negro 
vote upon us, for he is now a suffragan, and his vote, 
with the vote that will go with him, will hold to his 
rights, while, by recognizing the acts of Congress, we 
may, after a fair trial, if negro suffrage proves a 
mistake, appeal and have Congress correct the error,  
It will accord better with wise policy to insist that the 
negro shall vote in the Northern as well as the 
Southern states. 

 

If every one will meet the crisis with proper 
appreciation of our condition and obligations, the sun 
will rise to-morrow on a happy people.  Our fields will 
again begin to yield their increase, our railways and 
waters will teem with abundant commerce, our towns 
and cities will resound with the tumult of trade, and we 
will be reinvigorated by the blessings of Almighty God. 
 
Very respectfully yours, 

         JAMES LONGSTREET 
African-Americans hiding in the swamps, Louisiana.  LC-USZ62-111153 
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HEADQUARTERS FIRST ARMY CORPS, March 23, 1865 .  

COLONEL: On April 11, 1864, I received orders at Bristol from the Adjutant and Inspector-General to 
report with the original portion of the First Corps (Kershaw's and Field's divisions and Alexander's 
battalion of artillery) to General R. E. Lee, commanding Army of Northern Virginia. On the 14th I 
reached Charlottesville, and awaited there the arrival of my troops, which were somewhat delayed by 
want of transportation on railroad. As the troops arrived they were encamped at points between 
Charlottesville and Gordonsville. On the 22nd, in obedience to orders received from the commanding 
general, I marched my command to Mechanicsville, and encamped in the rear neighborhood thereof. 
On the 2nd [May] Field's division was moved to the north of Gordonsville to meet an expected 
advance of a portion of the enemy by way of Liberty Mills. On the 4th was advised by the 
commanding general that the enemy appeared to be moving toward Stevensburg, and, as directed by 
him, started about 4 o'clock in the afternoon and marched to Brock's Bridge, on the border of Orange 
County, a distance of about 16 miles. Early on the morning of the 5th resumed, my march on the 
[Orange plank] and Catharpin road to Richards' Shop on Catharpin road. During the latter part of this 
day's march Rosser was skirmishing in my front with his brigade of cavalry.  

At 12.30 a.m. on the 6th started for Parker's Store, on 
the plank road, in obedience to orders received from 
the commanding general, who also informed me that 
Generals Hill and Ewell had been heavily engaged 
the previous day. Arriving at Parker's Store about 
dawn, I was directed to move my column down the 
plank road to relieve the divisions of Heth and Wilcox, 
which were in position in face of the enemy on the 
right and left of the plank road, at right angles with it 
and about 3 miles below Parker's Store. Kershaw's 
division was in the lead, arriving in rear of the line 
held by these two divisions, and when the head of my 
column had filed to the right, and had only time to 

deploy two regiments of Kershaw's old brigade, an advance was made by the whole line of the 
enemy, and the divisions of the Heth and Wilcox broke and retreated in some confusion. With 
considerable difficulty, but with steadiness, opening their ranks to let the retreating divisions through, 
Kershaw formed his line on the right and Field on the left of the plank road. Having checked the 
advance of the enemy, I ordered a general advance by my line, which was made with spirit rarely 
surpassed, and before which the enemy was driven a considerable distance. The woods were dense 
and the undergrowth almost impossible to penetrate. This success was not purchased without the 
loss of many of the bravest officers and men of my corps. The circumstances under which they fought 
were most unfavorable. Thrown suddenly, while still moving by the flank, and when hardly more than 
the head of the column could face the enemy, into the presence of an advancing foe with their ranks 
broken each instant by bodies of our retreating men, they not only held there own, but formed their 
line, and in turn, charging the enemy, drove him back in confusion over half a mile to a line of 
temporary works, where they were re-enforced by reserves. About 10 o 'clock Major General M. L. 
Smith and the other officers sent out to examine the enemy's position, reported that the left of the  

Henry Heth  
LC-DIG-cwpb-07585 

Cadmus Wilcox  
LC-DIG-cwpb-06356 
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enemy's line extended but a short distance beyond the plank road.  
Special directions were given to Lieutenant-Colonel Sorrel to conduct  
the brigades of Generals Mahone, G. T. Anderson, and Wofford  
beyond the enemy's left, and to attack him on his left and rear-I have  
since heard that the brigade of General Davis formed a part of this  
flanking force-the flank movement to be followed by a general  
advance, Anderson's brigade on the right and Wofford's on the  
left, Mahone being in the center. They moved by the flank till the  
unfinished railroad from Gordonsville to Fredericksburg was  
reached. Forming on this railroad facing to the north, they  
advanced in the direction of the plank road till they encountered  
the enemy in flank and rear, who was then engaging the brigades of  
Gregg, Benning, and Law in front. The movement was a complete  
surprise and a perfect success. It was executed with rare zeal and  
intelligence. The enemy made but a short stand, and fell back, in  
utter rout with heavy loss, to a position about three-quarters of a  
mile from my front attack.  

I immediately made arrangements to follow up the success gained, 
and ordered an advance of all my troops for that purpose. While 
riding at the head of my column, moving by the flank down the 
plank road, I came opposite the brigades which had made the flank 
movement, and which were drawn up parallel to the plank road, 
and about 60 yards therefrom, when a portion of them fired a 
volley, which resulted in the death of General Jenkins, and the 
severe wounding of myself. I immediately notified the commanding 
general of my being obliged to quit the field, and the command 
devolved on Major-General Field.  

To the members of my staff I am under great obligations for their 
valuable services. They conducted themselves with their usual 
distinguished gallantry. Much of the success of the movement on 
the enemy's flank is due to the very skillful manner in which the 
move was conducted by Lieutenant-Colonel Sorrel.  

I have the honor to forward the accompanying reports of subordinate commanders of corps.  

I am, colonel, with great respect, your obedient servant,  

J. LONGSTREET,  

Lieutenant-General.  

 
 
 

Official Records, Series I, Vol. XXXVI, Part 1, pp. 1054-1055.   
Source:  http://ehistory.osu.edu/osu/sources/recordView.cfm?Content=067/1054 

Gen. William Mahone  
after the war.  

LC-DIG-cwpbh-04359 

Brig.-Gen. Micah Jenkins.   
LC-USZ62-134005 
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It is difficult to reconcile these facts with the reports put out after 
[Lee’s] death by members of his family and of his staff, and post-
bellum champions, that indicate his later efforts to find points by 
which to so work up public opinion as to shift the disaster to my 
shoulders.  

It does not appear, even at this late day, that Cemetery Ridge, if the 
Confederates had carried it, could have been as favorable for future 
military operations as was the position they occupied about 
Seminary Ridge.  

…General Fitzhugh Lee claims evidence that General Lee said that 
he would have gained the battle if he had had General Jackson 
with him. But he had Jackson in the Sharpsburg campaign, which 
was more awkward than that of Gettysburg. In another account 
Fitzhugh Lee wrote of General Lee, 

“He told the father of the writer, his brother, that he was 
Controlled too far by the great confidence he felt in the 
fighting qualities of his people, and by assurances of most of 
his higher officers." 

No assurances were made from officers of the First Corps,  
but rather objections. The only assurances that have come to  
light, to be identified, are those of General Early, who advised 
the battle, but from the other end of the line from his command,  
which should have given warning that it did not come from the  
heart of a true soldier.  

And this is the epitome of the Confederate battle. The army  
when it set out on the campaign was all that could be desired,  
(except that the arms were not all of the most approved  
pattern), but it was despoiled of two of its finest brigades, 
 Jenkins's and Corse's of Pickett's division, and was fought out  
by detail. The greatest number engaged at any one time was  
on the first day, when twenty-six thousand engaged twenty 
thousand of the First and part of the Eleventh Corps. On the  
afternoon of the second day about seventeen thousand were  
engaged on the right, and at night about seven thousand on the  
left; then later at night about three thousand near the centre. 
On the third day about twelve thousand were engaged at daylight  
 

Gen. Fitzhugh Lee, circa 1895. 
LC-USZ62-56595 

Longstreet, from his Memoirs. 
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and until near noon, and in the afternoon fifteen thousand,  
-all of the work of the second and third days against an army  
of seventy thousand and more of veteran troops in strong  
position defended by field-works.  
 
General Lee was on the field from about three o'clock of  
the afternoon of the first day. Every order given the troops  
of the First Corps on that field up to its march on the  
forenoon of the 2d was issued in his presence. If the  
movements were not satisfactory in time and speed of  
moving, it was his power, duty, and privilege to apply the  
remedy, but it was not a part of a commander's duty or  
privilege to witness things that did not suit him, fail to  
apply the remedy, and go off and grumble with his staff-officers  
about it. In their efforts to show culpable delay in the movements of the First Corps on the 2d, some 
of the Virginia writers endeavor to show that General Lee did not even give me a guide to lead the 
way to the field from which his battle was to be opened. He certainly failed to go and look at it, and 
assist in selecting the ground and preparing for action.  
 
Fitzhugh Lee says of the second day, “Longstreet was attacking the Marye's Hill of the position." At 
Fredericksburg, General Burnside attacked at Marye's Hill in six or more successive assaults with 
some twenty or thirty thousand against three brigades under McLaws and Ransom and the artillery; 
he had about four hundred yards to march from his covered ways about Fredericksburg to Marye's 
Hill. When his last attack was repulsed in the evening, he arranged and gave his orders for the attack 
to be renewed in the morning, giving notice that he would lead it with the Ninth Corps, but upon 
reports of his officers abandoned it. General Lee's assaulting columns of fifteen or twenty thousand 
had a march of three fourths of a mile to attack twice their number, better defended than the three 
Confederate brigades at Marye's Hill who drove back Burnside. The enemy on Cemetery Hill was in a 
stronger position than the Confederates at Marye's Hill.  

Fitzhugh Lee writes in the volume already quoted, 

"Over the splendid scene of human courage 
and human sacrifice at Gettysburg there arises 
in the South an apparition, like Banquo's ghost 
at Macbeth's banquet, which says the battle 
was lost to the Confederates because some 
one blundered."  

Call them Banquo, but their name is Legion. Weird 
spirits keep midnight watch about the great boulders, 
while unknown comrades stalk in ghostly ranks 
through the black fastnesses of Devil's Den, wailing 
the lament, "Someone blundered at Gettysburg! Woe 
is me, whose duty was to die!" 

Fitzhugh Lee makes his plans, orders, and movements to suit his purpose, and claims that they 
would have given Gettysburg to the Confederates, but he is not likely to convince any one outside of 
his coterie that over the heights of Gettysburg was to be found honor for the South.  

Statue of Lee. Washington, DC.  
LC-H812-T-S07-039 

Devil’s Den.  LC-DIG-npcc-02152 
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General Meade said that the suggestion to work towards his line of 
communication was sound “military sense." That utterance has been 
approved by subsequent fair judgment, and it is that potent fact that draws 
the spiteful fire of latter-day knights.  

Forty thousand men, unsupported as we were, could not have carried the 
position at Gettysburg. The enemy was there. Officers and men knew their 
advantage, and were resolved to stay until the hills came down over them. 
It is simply out of the question for a lesser force to march over broad, open 
fields and carry a fortified front occupied by a greater force of seasoned 
troops.  

Referring to the proposed move around the Union left to cut the line of communication, a parallel in 
the Franco-German war is appropriate. When the maneuvers of the campaign had pushed Marshal 
MacMahon's army back to the road between Paris and Metz, the latter fortified and occupied by the 
army under Marshal Bazaine, MacMahon hesitated between Paris and Metz, and was maneuvered 
out of position to a point north of the line. Von Moltke seized the opportunity and took position on the 
line, which gave him shorter routes east and west. So that MacMahon, to reach either point, must 
pass the German forces under Von Moltke. He made a brave effort to reach Metz, and Von Moltke, to 
maintain his advantage, was called to skilful manoeuvre and several gallant affairs, but succeeded in 
holding his advantage that must call MacMahon to general engagement or surrender. Outgeneraled, 
and with a demoralized army, he thought the latter his proper alternative. 
 

The relative conditions of the armies were similar. The Union army, beaten at Fredericksburg and 
Chancellorsville, and drawn from its aggressive campaign to defensive work in Pennsylvania, had 
met disaster in its battle of the 1st. If it had been outgeneraled, and dislodged of position without 
further attack, it would have been in poor condition to come in aggressive battle against its adversary 
in well-chosen defensive grounds.  
 

Again, in our own war, when the Union army carried the Confederate works west of Petersburg on the 
2d of April, 1865, General Meade got his army together and was about to march east to finish his 
work by the capture of Petersburg. General Grant objected, - that the Confederates would retreat 
during the night; at Petersburg he would be behind them; in his then position he would be alongside 
of them, and have an even start, with better prospect to strike across their march and force them to 
general battle or surrender; and he ordered arrangements for the march west at daylight.  
 

Even Napoleon Bonaparte, the first in the science and greatest in the execution of the art of war, 
finally lost grasp of his grandest thought:  

Gen. George Meade  
LC-USZ62-68321 

Sketch of the First Corps at Gettysburg LC-USZ62-14313 
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“In war men are nothing; a man is everything."  

The Confederate chief at Gettysburg looked something like Napoleon at Waterloo.  

Fitzhugh Lee quotes evidence of Governor Carroll, of Maryland, that General Lee said, “Longstreet is 
the hardest man to move in my army."  

It does not look like generalship to lose a battle and a cause and then lay the responsibility upon 
others. He held command and was supported by his government. If his army did not suit him, his 
word could have changed it in a minute. If lie failed to apply the remedy, it was his fault. Some claim 
that his only fault as a general was his tender, generous heart. But a heart in the right place looks 
more to the cause entrusted to its care than for hidden ways by which to shift its responsibility to the 
shoulders of those whose lives hang upon his word.  

When he set out on his first campaign (Chickahominy) with the army, the key of the campaign was 
entrusted to General Jackson, who named the hour for the opening and failed to meet his own 
appointment. At the time he appointed, A. P. Hill's, D. H. Hill's, and Longstreet's commands were in 
position, waiting. About eight hours after his time he was up, but deliberately marched past the 
engagement and went into camp, half a mile or more behind the hot battle. He remained in his camp 
next morning, and permitted the enemy, dislodged of his position of the day before, to march by him 
to a strong position at Gaines's Mill. When his column reached that position, his leading division (D.  
H. Hill's) engaged the enemy's right without orders. He called the division off and put his command in 
position to intercept the enemy's retreat towards the Pamunkey, from which he was afterwards called 
to his part in the general engagement. The next day he had the cavalry and part of his infantry in 
search of the enemy's next move. At my head-quarters were two clever young engineers who were 
sent to find what the enemy was about. They were the first to report the enemy's retreat towards 
James River. Orders were given for Jackson to follow on the direct line of retreat, also Magruder and 
Huger. My command was ordered around through the outskirts of Richmond by the Darbytown road 
to interpose between McClellan's army and the James River, about twenty miles; the other troops 
marching by routes of about nine miles. We were in position on the evening of the 29th of June, and 
stood in front of the enemy all of the 30th, fighting a severe battle in the afternoon. Magruder and 
Huger got up after night, and Jackson on the morning of the 1st. After the battle of the 1st, Jackson, 
Magruder, and Huger were ordered in direct pursuit along the route of retreat, my command by the 
longer route of Nance's Store. Jackson's column and mine met on the evening of the 3d near 
Westover, the enemy's new position.  

At the Second Manassas my command relieved the pressure against 
Jackson. He called on me for relief by a route that would have taken an 
hour or an hour and a half. A way was found by which he was relieved in 
about thirty minutes. When relieved, he left the battle on my hands. I was 
at Sharpsburg all day; Jackson only about two and a half hours. At 
Fredericksburg, anticipating the move against him, half of my command 
was ordered to swing off from my right and join in his battle.  

But General Lee's assertion seems to refer to the operations at 
Gettysburg, after Jackson had found his Happy Home. Let us see how far 
this assertion is supported by events. General Lee reported, - 

Print of “Stonewall” Jackson 
LC-USZ62-17661 
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“The advance of the enemy to the latter place (Gettysburg) was unknown, and, the weather 
being inclement, the march was conducted with a view to the comfort of the troops."  

When, on the forenoon of the 2d, he decided upon his plan, the 
Second Corps was deployed in the immediate front of the enemy's 
line on our left, except two brigades sent off by General Early. One 
division of the Third was close on the right of the Second, all within 
thirty minutes' march of the enemy's lines. Two divisions of the 
Third Corps and two of the First were on Seminary Ridge. When 
the order was announced the divisions on Seminary Ridge had to 
find their positions and deploy to the right. By the route ordered for 
the march it was five or six miles to the point at which the battle 
was to be opened. The troops of the Third had a shorter route. The 
march of the First was made in time for prompt deployment on the 
right of the Third.  

We were left to our own resources in finding ground upon which to 
organize for battle. The enemy had changed position somewhat 
after the march was ordered, but as we were not informed of his 
position before the march, we could not know of the change. The 
Confederate commander did not care to ride near us, to give 
information of a change, to assist in preparing for attack nor to 
inquire if new and better combinations might be made.  

Four brigades of the right of the Third Corps were assigned as part of my command. The 
engagement was to be general. My artillery combat was opened at three p.m., followed in half an 
hour by the infantry, and I made progressive battle until sundown. A division of the Second Corps 
attacked on our left at nightfall, and later two brigades. Other parts of the Second and Third Corps did 
not move to the battle.  

On the 3d I was ordered to organize the column of assault, the other corps to cooperate and assist 
the battle. There was an affair on the Confederate left before the assaulting columns were organized, 
brought on by attack of the enemy. The assaulting force marched at one p.m. Its work has been 
described, but it is important to note that neither of the other corps took part in the battle while the 
Southern chief stood in view of the attack and near the rear of those corps. So it looks as if the 
commander of the First Corps was easier to move than any one in his army, rather than harder, and 
his chief left him to fight the battles alone.  

After the retreat, and when resting on the south banks of the  
Rapidan, reading of the progress of the march of General  
Rosecrans's army towards Georgia, it seemed sinful to lie  
there idle while our comrades in the West were so in need  
of assistance, and I wrote the Secretary of War suggesting  
that a detachment should be sent West -from the idle army.  
General Lee objected, but the suggestion was ordered to be 
executed. In this instance the subordinate was easier to move 
than his chief, though the interests of the cause depended  
largely on the movement of the latter.  

Jubal Early in later years. 
LC-USZ61-353 

Gen. William Rosecrans  
NARA 111-B-3646 



Civil War Preservation Trust – Civil War Figures as Examples of Character and Leadership                                                                               page 40 

Civil War Preservation Trust Gifted Module: Character and Leadership During the Civil War * www.civilwar.org * Longstreet 1 

 

������������#���+��3�.�������	����	����	����
���  

 
He who controls the present, controls the past. He who controls the past controls the future.  
-- George Orwell  
 
History, however, is artificial, a creation framed & defined by participants in the events and by 
historians.  Once wrought, history can be a tenacio us muse, with a shadow that envelops 
decades, even centuries. 
-- Jeffrey Wert, James Longstreet: The Confederacy’s Most Controvers ial Soldier  

 
 
Every culture, every nation, every group has heroes – people who are revered and elevated to almost 
superhuman status.  Sometimes they become heroes by their accomplishments, sometimes by personality.  
Sometimes they are elevated to heroes if they die in their prime – like “Stonewall” Jackson or even Robert F. 
Kennedy one hundred years later.     
 

In the words of historian Jim McPherson, the Civil War changed us from “the United States are” to “the United 
States is”.  However, Reconstruction was much more complicated than that.   
 

Defeat is a terrible thing for a culture to accept.  The Confederacy sincerely 
believed that its cause was just and that they would prevail in the end.  They 
didn’t prevail.  Their homes were wrecked; thousands of community leaders were 
dead or maimed, damaging the fabric of society; their crops and industries were 
damaged; their hopes were crushed.  In addition, the philosophy of States’ Rights 
was defeated by the sword.  The slaves were freed, creating hope for many 
African American Freedmen – and causing fear in many whites.   

 

Worse yet, many Southerners feared that history would call them traitors – since 
history is written by the victors.  In the words of Patrick Cleburne, “Every man 
should endeavor to understand the meaning of subjugation before it is too late … 
It means that the history of this heroic struggle will be written by the enemy; that 
our youth will be trained by Northern school teachers; will learn from Northern 
school books their version of the war; will be impressed by all the influences of 
history and education to regard our gallant dead as traitors, our maimed veterans 
as fit objects for derision.” 

 

·  To combat these fears, some “die-hard Confederates” elevated war-time leaders to heroic proportions – 
especially the dead “martyrs” (Stonewall Jackson and J.E.B. Stuart).  Robert E. Lee was the epitome of 
Southern gentility, the gem of the South.  The trio could not be criticized or blamed.  Period.  
 

·  There was no possibility that the Confederate armies were defeated – they were overwhelmed.  (In truth, it 
was a combination of both factors.)   
 

·  The old social order would be maintained – even if the Thirteenth, Fourteenth and Fifteenth Amendments 
were “forced” on them.  (This meant the continued elevation of the white elite and subjugation of African-
Americans – who were “better off” when they were “cared for” by their “masters”).   
 

·  The Antebellum South was a nearly perfect society.  Northerners were a greedy mongrel mob forcing their 
way of life on others, threatening the fabric of Southern society.   

 

And so, the “Lost Cause” was born.  People like James Longstreet who were vocal in their disagreement with 
these points were “traitors” to the South.  If they cooperated with the “Black” Republicans or took political 
appointments from Republican officials they were scalawags – and they were fair game for attack.  They stood 
out.  They weren’t “one of us”. 
 
 

Patrick Cleburne  
LC-USZ62-107446 
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Yes, there is no arguing that freeing the slaves was long overdue.  Africans should never have been torn from 
their homes.  If they were brought here, as African-Americans they should have shared equally in every part of 
society.  African-American emancipation and citizenship are the best things to come out of the war, and 
thankfully the issues of States’ Rights and secession were resolved too. 
 

But before we criticize Reconstruction era Southerners, we must consider their point of view for a moment.  If a 
foreign nation conquered the United States after a long, destructive war, would we act any differently?  Our 
soldiers and leaders would be heroes (martyrs).  Life before the invasion would be paradise –ugly social issues 
ignored.  People who cooperate with the new government would be shunned or attacked.  The “invaders” 
would be ugly, unwanted, and despised.  It’s human nature, even if it isn’t pretty. 
 

The biggest issue to be tackled by the South was the status of the newly freed slaves.  Whites felt threatened 
or fearful – slaves had been held in subjugation by force, humiliation, and deprivation.  Now they were free. 
  

James Longstreet was a great Civil War leader.  But he did have serious 
issues.  One issue was his bitterness and refusal to forget the insults of 
Jubal Early, William Pendleton, J. William Jones, Fitzhugh Lee … and 
others.  Another huge issue was his view of African Americans.  He 
openly admitted – in the newspaper – that he wanted to cooperate with 
the North in order to control the Freedmen vote and keep the best men in 
power.  Reconstruction Southerners might have agreed with this.  
However, he made the huge mistake of suggesting that the only way to 
get what they wanted was to work within the Republican Party – the force 
they blamed for huge (unwanted) social changes and the outbreak of the 
destructive war itself.   

  

As you know, this led Jubal Early (et al) to select him as the scapegoat for 
the war.  He didn’t cooperate with Lee, they said, so the battle of 
Gettysburg was lost.  And as a result, they continued, the whole war was 
lost.  Then he became a Republican – so of course he was one of them 
all along.  When Longstreet was mentioned in books, it was frequently in 
a negative manner.  Often, he wasn’t mentioned at all. 

  

Early & Jones accomplished their goals – their “history” was accepted for over 100 years.  Some still accept it.   
 

 Who writes history?  Which historical events are “Lost Causes” and which are “Glorious 
Causes” – and to whom?  
 

 How do we face the fact that we displaced (and killed, directly or indirectly) millions of Native 
Americans?  How do Native Americans come to term with their losses and place in society? 
 

 How do we, as a nation, deal with the legacy of slavery? 
 

 Was the Spanish-American just?  (Look at both sides.) 
 

 How do Mexicans and Americans differ in the way they understand the Mexican War? 
 

 What is the British perspective on the American Revolutionary War? Consider the fact that 
the Confederates considered themselves to be following in the footsteps of the Colonists. 
 

 Why did average Southerners fight in the Civil War?  How does this compare with the 
reasons given by their leaders?  Why did average Northerners fight?  How does this 
compare with the reasons of Northern leaders?  How do preserved battlefields help us get 
the whole picture? 
 

 If the Confederacy had managed to break away from the Union, how would each group view 
the Civil War differently?   

 

When reading history books, is it important to consider multiple points of view.  It is important to consider the 
author and their goals.  Most of all, it is important to dig deeply when looking at history.   
 

Longstreet LC-BH832- 1210 
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Words to “The Lost Cause ” (following page):   
Representing nothing on God’s earth now, / And naught in the waters below it;  / As the pledge of a nation that 
passed away, / Keep it dear friend, and show it.  / Show it to those who will lend an ear / To the tale this trifle will 
tell, / Of Liberty born of a patriot’s dream, / Of a storm-cradled nation that fell. / Too poor to possess the precious 
ores, / And too much of a stranger to borrow; / We issued to-day our “promise to pay,” / And hoped to redeem on 
the morrow. / The days rolled on, and weeks became years; / But our coffers were empty still; / Gold was so 
scarce, the Treasury quaked / If a dollar should drop in the till. / But the faith that was in us was strong indeed, / 
Though our poverty well we discerned / And this little note represented the pay / That our suffering veterans 
earned. / They knew it had hardly a value in gold, / But as gold our soldiers received it; / It gazes in our eyes with 
a promise to pay, / And every true soldier believed it. / But our boys thought little of price or pay, / or of bills that 
were overdue, / We knew if it bought our bread to-day, / T’was the best our poor Country could do. / Keep it, it 
tells all our history o’er, / From the birth of a dream to its last; / Modest, and born of the Angel Hope / Like our 
hope of success, It Passed.”   
 

Leaders in “Our Heroes and Our Flags ” (following page):  
Clockwise from top right::  Braxton Bragg, PGT Beauregard, Jefferson Davis, Alexander Stephens, Stonewall 
Jackson, Sterling Price, Leonidas Polk, William Hardee, J.E.B. Stuart, Joseph E. Johnston, Kirby Smith, John 
Hunt Morgan, Albert Sidney Johnston, Wade Hampton, John B. Gordon, James Longstreet, A.P. Hill, and John 
B. Hood. 

Boston Tea Party LC-USZC4-1582 

USS Maine, central figure in the 
Spanish-American War.  

LC-USZ62-655 

John Brown, “hero of Gettysburg”.  
LC-DIG-pga-03326 

Sharpshooters, Mexican War.  
LC-USZ62-79840 

Last Scene of the Sioux War.  1891. 
LC-USZ62-133431 
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Three “Lost Cause” pictures.  Top left:  -- “Our 
Heroes & Our Flags” (central figures are 
Stonewall Jackson, P.G.T. Beauregard & Robert 
E. Lee).  Middle right : “Three Heroes” (the most 
common heroes, Stonewall Jackson, Robert E. 
Lee and J.E.B. Stuart).  Bottom: “The Lost 
Cause” (central figures are Robert E. Lee, 
Jefferson Davis and Stonewall Jackson). Notice 
that in most prints, Longstreet, second-in-
command to Lee, is barely noticed if at all. 


