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October 3, 1790 in Turkeytown, AL
August 1, 1866 in Washington, DC

“John developed into an especially attractive young man of medium height and
slender, supple figure. His eyes were blue and his hair was brown. He is said to
have looked like a typical Scotchman, though he manifested many Indian traits of
character. He possessed a quiet, reserved manner and a personality which inspired
everyone with confidence and respect (Eaton 4-5).

Cherokee leader and diplomat;
after 1828 Principal Chief of the Cherokee Nation

& f
John Ross. The effects of a life of stress
hardship and overwhelming responsibility are

Fighting Cherokee removal from the east to Indian Territory. Fought using legal etched into his face. National Anthropological
means and constant government petitioning, not just emotional appeals. Archives, Smithsonian Institution, GN 00988a

Principal Chief of the Cherokee Nation.

First and foremost, he was loyal to the Cherokee Nation; during the Civil War he wanted to remain neutral,

but was forced to side with the Confederacy in an attempt to preserve the unity of the Nation. After being captured by the
Union, he declared his loyalty to the United States and attempted to make the case that the Cherokee Nation had signed
an alliance treaty with the Confederacy under duress.

Ross was only 1/8 Cherokee and didn’t look like the Cherokee. He didn't learn to speak
the Cherokee language well and did not learn its written characters. Still, as a child, he
preferred Cherokee dress and didn't like to appear in front of his friends in American dress
(Moulton 2-6).

His childhood name was “Tsan-usdi” — or “Little John”. At adulthood he became “Guwi-
sguwi” or “White Bird” (a bird in Cherokee mythology). Eventually he became
“Coowescoowe”.

He had an excellent education and had learned excellent business skills from his family,
so he could have made a living, serving himself, outside the Cherokee Nation. Instead, he
eventually chose to dedicate his life to the welfare of the Cherokee Nation.

His warehouse and landing supplied both Indians and the US Government and was known
as Ross’s Landing. After the Trail of Tears it was known as Chattanooga (Moulton 8).

Ross’s first wife was a Cherokee named Quatie who died during the Trail of Tears. She was buried near Little Rock.
His second wife was Mary Brian Stapler, a Quaker from Philadelphia. She died shortly after the end of the Civil War.

He fought in the War of 1812 as a Lieutenant in the Cherokee Auxiliary. After the Battle of Moccasin Bend (Creek
War) he realized the uselessness of armed uprisings against the United States (Moulton 12)

He helped the Cherokee Nation establish a republican form of government as president of the Cherokee
Constitutional Convention. The Constitution was adopted in 1826 and it marked the first time an Indian nation had a
government with a clearly defined separation of powers (Tennessee History Classroom 2).

In fighting Jackson’s Removal Bill of 1830, Ross took the Cherokee anti-removal cause to the Supreme Court. The
resulting cases were Cherokee Nation v. Georgia (1831) and Worcester v. Georgia (1832). He also met with
presidents Madison, Monroe, John Quincy Adams, Jackson, Van Buren, Harrison, Tyler, Polk, Lincoln and Johnson.
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Until the Trail of Tears, he never gave up in his belief that the American People would be outraged by the poor
treatment of Cherokees — and that they would demand better treatment for the Cherokee Nation.

In 1823, United States Indian Commissioners hired a Creek Indian (Chief William Mcintosh) to bribe leading
Cherokees regarding land cessations. Ross refused the bribes AND exposed Mcintosh, stating that “a gross
contempt is offered to my character as well as to that of the General council” (Moulton 25).

He survived an assassination attempt on November 30, 1831 (Moulton 47).

In 1861, the Cherokee people were deeply divided over the decision to join the
Confederacy or stay with the Union. John Ross urged his followers to remain neutral,
but the pro-Confederate faction (led by future Confederate General Stand Watie) won
out.

Watie and his followers had long-standing grievances against John Ross. Watie’'s
brother, Elias Boudinot, and his cousin, John Ridge, had been executed after the
Trail of Tears for their part in signing the infamous Treaty of New Echota that gave all
Eastern Cherokee land to the United States and led to the Trail of Tears.

In 1862, Ross was captured by the Union. He was paroled but spent the rest of the
war in Washington, DC. Stand Watie, leader of the pro-southern faction, became
Principal Chief of the Cherokee Nation (South). Ross settled in Philadelphia but still
made constant visits to Washington on Cherokee business.

While Ross was in exile, the Cherokee experienced a civil war within the Civil War.
~Stand Watie. There are at least seven minor battles in Cherokee territory alone. By 1863 1/3 of
National Park Service. married women were widows and ¥ of children are orphans (Hauptman 42).

Ross’s sons James, Allen, Silas and George served the Union during the
Civil War, as well as 3 grandsons and 3 nephews. James was captured,
sent to several prison camps, and eventually died in 1864.

Ely Parker (a Seneca Indian who was US Grant’s military secretary)
considered Ross a living legend, and his old homestead a “shrine, worthy of
pilgrimage” (Hauptman 180).

Ross was such a figure in Washington that mail addressed simply, “John
Ross, Washington” would reach him (Moulton 198).

The John Ross house. National Park Service.

After his death in 1866, the Cherokee wrote the fol  lowing tribute:

“No danger appalled him. He never faltered in supporting what he believed to be right, but clung to it with a
steadiness of purpose which alone could have spring from the clearest convictions of rectitude. He never sacrificed
the interests of his Nation to expediency. He never lost sight of the welfare of his people. For them he labored daily
for a long life, and upon them he bestowed his last expressed thoughts. A friend of law, he obeyed it; a friend of
education, he faithfully encouraged schools throughout the country, and spent liberally his means in conferring it upon
others. Given to hospitality, none ever hungered around his door. A professor of the Christian religion, he practiced
its precepts. His works are inseparable from the history of the Cherokee people for nearly half a century, while his
example in the daily walks of life will linger in the future and whisper words of hope, temperance, and charity in the
years of posterity” (Van Every 71).

Ross’s second wife, Mary, died shortly after the war.

Ross died in Washington and was buried near his wife in Wilmington, Delaware, but the Cherokees decreed that his
body be brought back to the Cherokee Nation. He is buried not far from the ruins of Rose Cottage, which was
destroyed during the Civil War.
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John Ross is revered as a great leader who fought valiantly to save Cherokee culture from
destruction by President Andrew Jackson, and others.

Today, the factionalism that John Ross feared so much continues to be a problem.

In an Opinion article in the new Cherokee Phoenix, Meredith Frailey stated, “From a
precedent-setting standpoint, if a minority of tribal council members can act without
authority, anyone could bring a lawsuit ‘on behalf of the Cherokee Nation™ (“Erosion of
Tribal Sovereignty and Self-Determination”. Cherokee Phoenix, March 21, 2007.
www.cherokeephoenix.org/Opinion/Opinion.aspx?StorylD=2362. Accessed October 24, 2007).

Today, the Eastern (North Carolina) and Western Cherokee are still separated.
Andrew Jackson — www.cherokee.org/, www.cherokee-nc.com/history main.php?.
president and general.

LC-DIG-pga-02501

Showed incredible perseverance and loyalty

Urged his people to use non-violent resistance, no matter what tactics were used against them
Worked most of his life to improve the condition of the Cherokee Nation

Was well-educated and “well-spoken”, and he used these skills to the Cherokees’ advantage
Believed in the goodness of the American People

He worked hard to maintain the trust of the Cherokee Nation; his followers had great faith in his abilities and his
dedication to their well-being.

Owned slaves at both his Eastern and his Western
lands.

Was perhaps too idealistic in his belief that
Cherokee removal could be prevented

Did not allow free speech (especially pro-treaty
speech) in the Cherokee Phoenix

Did not aggressively pursue the Ridge-Boudinot
assassins, which led to mistrust among the pro-
treaty Cherokees and the US government

- Didn’t keep his over-eager subordinates in check,

John Ridge (LC-USZC4-3157) and Major Ridge (LC-USZC4-3158). especially in the west, possibly due to fears of losing
his followers. However, this increased animosities in
the pro-treaty and Old Settler factions.

$

Before the Cherokee General Council, 1829:

“There is no place of security for us, no confidence left that the United states will be more just and faithful towards us
in the barren prairies of the west, than when we occupied the soil inherited from the Great Author of our existence”
(Moulton 39).

His optimism after being authorized to start legal proceedings against Cherokee removal, July 1830:
“In the appearance of impossibilities, there is still hope.”
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To a Tennessee legislator who voted against the 183 0 Indian Removal Bill, in 1830:
“...the day of retributive justice must and will come, when integrity and
moral worth will predominate and make the shameless monster hide its
head” (Moulton 42).

Upon learning of the growing power of the pro-treat  y (Ridge)
faction, 1833:

"A man who will forsake his country...in time of adversity and will co-
operate with those who oppose his own Kindred is no more than a traitor
and should be viewed — and shunned — as such” (Moulton 52).

To Major Ridge, 1834:
"Partyism should be discarded. Our country and our people — should be
our motto.”

. House of Representatives. LC-USZ62-93437
Letter from John Ross to the Senate and House of Re  presentatives,

1836:

“On your kindness, on your humanity, on your compassion, on your benevolence, we rest our hopes. To you we
address our reiterated prayers. Spare our people! Spare the wreck of our prosperity! Let not our deserted homes
become the monuments of our desolation! ”

Defending his character, to officials in Washington , DC, 1838:

"When obeying the will of my people, | have been grossly charged by others with controlling that will — when | advised
the observance of patience and forbearance under the reliance of the faith of treaties, with the hope that the U States
would in the end be just — | have been unblushingly accused with holding out false hopes to the Cherokee people and
a betrayal of their confidence!” (Moulton 91).

To Western Cherokee Chief John Brown at Takatoka, 1 ~ 839:

"The great body of the people who have recently been removed into this
country, emigrated in their National Character, with all the attributes, from time
immemorial which belonged to them as a distinct community and of which they
have never surrendered” (McLoughlin 10-11).

To Confederate Commissioner Albert Pike, 1861:

"l am — the Cherokees are — your friends and the friends of your people, but we
do not wish to be brought into the feuds between yourselves and your Northern
Brethren. Our wish is for Peace. Peace at home and Peace among you”
(Williams 396).

To the Cherokee people, on the eve of joining the C  onfederacy, 1861
"Union is strength, dissension is weakness, misery, ruin (Williams 398).

Albert Pike. LC-DIG-cwpbh-05100

To friends, regarding the imminent Confederate trea  ty, 1861:

"We are in the situation of a man standing alone upon a low, naked spot of ground, with the water rising rapidly all
around him. He sees the danger but does not know what to do. If he remains where he is, his only alternative is to be
swept away and perish. The tide carries by him, in its mad course, a drifting log. It, perchance, comes within reach of
him. By refusing it, he is a doomed man. By seizing hold of it he has a chance for his life. He can but perish in the
effort, and may be able to keep his head above water until rescued, or drift to where he can help himself.”

John Ross to his son, John Jr., in a letter, 1860s:
"It is the ‘long pull and the steady pull’ after all that achieves in life the most” (Moulton 175).

To Commissioner of Indian Affairs Dennis N. Cooley, April 3, 1866:

“...I'am an old man and have served my people and the Government of the United States a long time, over fifty years.
My people have kept me in the harness, not of my seeking, but of their own choice. | have never deceived them, and
now | look back, not one act of my public life rises up to upbraid me. | have done the best | could, and today, upon
this bed of sickness, my heart approves all | have done. And still | am, John Ross, the same John Ross of former
years, unchanged” (Moulton 1).
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Missionary Daniel S. Butrick, 1827:

"Mr. Ross is rising highly in the opinion of the Nation. He is not in point of
influence inferior to any except Mr. Hicks. These men walk hand-in-hand
in the Nation’s Council and are the hope of the Nation.” (Moulton 31).

Rev. J. F. Schermerhorn, Indian Agent, July 1835:
"[Ross had] “uncontrolled sway over the Indians” and they were “drilled
equally to a Swiss guard, to do only what they were bidden.”

John Howard Payne (Author of “Home Sweet Home”), 18  35:

"[Ross is] mild and intelligent, and entirely unaffected ... from a visitor |
afterwards learned how the principal chief of so many thousands happened
to live in such discomfort. The story contains the story at this moment of
the whole nation ... It was ... hard conduct which had driven the principal

Bust of John Howard Payne chief to one of the humblest dwellings in his nation.”
at Oak Hill Cemetery, Washington DC.

LC-DIG-npc

Major Ethan Allen Hitchcock, federal government age  nt, 1841:

“Much is said of him in the States, and like other conspicuous men he has
been variously spoken of, in terms of great praise and great censure. He resides five miles from this place on a
beautiful prairie in sight of Park Hill — is of mixed blood between 45 and 50 years of age — is under size and his
manners, unless excited, have a dash of diffidence in them — is not of ready speech — speaks English principally and
will not trust himself to address his own people in Cherokee — is a man of strong passions and settled purposes which
he pursues with untiring zeal; is of undoubted courage unless it be that he fears the defeat of his plans more than the
loss of life and would preserve the latter to execute the former. After much attentive observation | am of opinion that
John Ross is an honest man and a patriot laboring for the good of his people... Though not a fluent speaker, even in
conversation, he is a clear-minded accurate thinker of very far-reaching views” (Moulton 131)

Confederate Agent Albert Pike, 1861, on tryington  egotiate with Ross:
"He is very shrewd. If | fail with him it will not be my fault.”

US Gen. James Blunt, Commander of US forces in the  Southwest,
to Abraham Lincoln, Sept. 1862

" [Ross is] a man of candor and frankness, upon whose representations
you may rely” (Moulton 175).

Nephew William Ross, to Cherokee National Council, October 1866:
"We claim not for John Ross exemption from error and imperfection, but
believe that he enjoyed in an eminent degree a power of intellect and
endurance, a tenacity of purpose and an earnestness of soul which
belong only to great men, qualities which impress themselves upon the
character of the day, in which their possessors live, and send an
influence far down the stream of time” (Moulton 195).

Rev. E. J. Mock at John Ross’s final memorial servi  ce, June 1, 1867:
"It is proper, that here, should his dust mingle with kindred dust...it will
keep alive within our bosoms a spirit of patriotism. It will impart strength
and hope in the hour of adversity. It will teach us to beware of domestic
strife and division. It will serve to unite us more closely in peace, in
James Blunt. LC-DIG-cwpb-06820 concord and in devotion to the common welfare...” (Moulton 196).
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10
Oct. 10, 1790:
1810:

1812:

1813-1814:

1813:

1815:

June 20, 1817:

Nov. 1818:

1819-1820

Oct. 1822:

1826:

Jan. 1827

July 1827:

Oct. 1827:
1828:

1830:

Born at Turkeytown, AL, on the Coosa river, near present-day Center, AL.

Sent on his first diplomatic mission -- to the Arkansas band of Cherokees, on behalf of Indian
agent Return Meigs.

Fought under Gen. Andrew Jackson in the War of 1812.

At the March 1814 Battle of Horseshoe Bend (Creek War) he learned the uselessness of fighting
against the United States military (Moulton 12). (Visit Teaching with Historic Places
www.nps.gov/nr/twhp/wwwlps/lessons/54horseshoe/54horseshoe.htm).

Married Quatie (Elizabeth Brown Henley).
Joined first of many, many delegations to Washington DC to address Cherokee grievances.

First mention of a treaty to move all Cherokee to western lands. Ross became a member of the
National Committee (legislature) and was assigned to write a reply to the US government. He
refused to surrender any land to the United States government.

Became the President of the National Committee. He welcomed “schoolmasters, blacksmiths,
mechanics and other Tradesmen” to educate the Cherokee and provide income sources
(TN History Classroom 2).

Became Clerk to Chief Pathkiller. Worked on financial and political missions for Pathkiller and
Associate Chief Charles Hicks. Hicks was a political and cultural mentor to Ross (Moulton 31).

General Council passed a resolution “declaring unanimously ... to hold no treaties with any
commissioners of the United States to make any cession of lands, being resolved not to dispose
of even one foot of ground.” Ross and 58 members of the legislature signed this measure —
which caused problems between the US and Georgia (Moulton 23-24).

Cherokee Constitutional Convention was called, with Ross as President of the Convention

Chief Pathkiller died; two weeks later, Assistant Chief Charles Hicks died. The temporary
government consisted of Ross as the President of the National Committee and Major Ridge as
the Speaker of the National Council.

Constitution of the Cherokee Nation was finalized. It was similar to the US Constitution with
executive, legislative and judicial branches with defined power and responsibilities (Moulton 32).

William Hicks became Chief, with Ross as Assistant Chief.

Ross was elected as the Principal Chief of the Cherokee Nation.

Georgia continued to try to push the Cherokee westward. The
crisis flared in 1829 when gold was discovered near Dahlonega.
Georgia stripped the Cherokee people of their rights. Homes
were burned and Cherokees were hung as well.

Congress passed the “Removal Act” —the president would
exchange unorganized land in the west for Indian lands in the
East. Cherokees refused to accept removal, and Ross took their
cause to court. The resulting Supreme Court cases were (1831)
Cherokee Nation v. Georgia , which declared that Indian tribes
were “domestic dependent nations” (Hauptman 3-4), and (1832)
Worcester v. Georgia , declaring that the Cherokee were a nation “claiming and receiving the
protection of one more powerful, not individuals abandoning their national character or submitting
to the laws of a master” (Hauptman 3-4). Worcester v. Georgia would have prevented the
Cherokee from being “removed”, but in 1831, President Jackson however, said that he wouldn’t
enforce any Indian treaty that conflicted with state laws (Van Every 134).

Andraw larkenn | C_IIQR7R2.12R
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Ross realized that the Cherokee had to take the moral high ground — they couldn’t risk any
violence against whites. Ross urges non-violent resistance to removal and to the various attacks
on the Cherokees (Van Every 130).

1832-1833 Beginning of the Treaty (or Ridge) Party vs. the Ross (or
National) Party. John Ridge convinced Major Ridge, Elias
Boudinot and other leaders that it was useless to fight removal.
Also, Boudinot was frustrated that Ross would not allow pro-
removal discussion in the Cherokee Phoenix (of which he was
the editor). Ross feared that removal would cause untold
suffering for his people and a loss of power and identity for the
Nation. Ridge accused Ross of misleading the people.

1834 In desperation, the Ross delegation in Washington offered to
give a small amount of land to Georgia, and the Cherokee would
eventually become US citizens. This was rejected. A competing
unauthorized delegation (including Ross’s brother Andrew)
offered to give up all eastern Cherokee lands for land in the
west. This was not acted upon.

Elias Boudinot

JTABO~D.

Z PHENIX.

CWY

CHEROKEE

Again in 1834-1835, there were two competing delegations in
Washington. Driven by desperation, Ross offered to give up all
but a very small portion of land at the Tennessee/ Georgia/
Alabama borders, plus a small amount in North Carolina. This
offer was rejected — only entire removal would be accepted
(Moulton 55).

March 1835: Ross met with J. M. de Castillo y Lanzas, Mexican Charge d’
Affaires in Philadelphia. They briefly discussed settling the
Cherokee in Mexico, with eventual citizenship (Moulton 60-61).

Spring 1835: Ross’s home was taken by white settlers in the Georgia land
lottery. His family moved to a two-room log house near the Red
Clay council. Meanwhile, Indian Agent Currey used the Georgia
National Guard to protect the homes of Major Ridge and Elias
Boudinot. In July Ross attempted to restore harmony between
the factions but was unsuccessful (Moulton 62-65).

Cherokee Phoenix. Library of

. _— . c N & Periodicals.
Nov. 7, 1835: Georgia State Militia crossed into Tennessee and captured Ross ongress, Tewspapers & Feflodiea’s

and John Howard Payne (author of “Home Sweet Home”). Payne had been gathering
information for a history of the Cherokee Nation. They were illegally imprisoned without charges
being filed (Moulton 69). The method of imprisonment was especially gruesome. The Governor
of Georgia was forced to apologize to the Governor of Tennessee.

Dec. 1835: Major Ridge, John Ridge, Elias Boudinot and his brother Stand Watie were among 75 Cherokee
to sign the infamous “Treaty of New Echota ", giving up all Cherokee lands in the southeast.

This was done illegally; they were not authorized representatives of the Cherokee people. It also

lacked approval of the National Council and did not represent the will of the majority of the
Cherokee. Also, it was signed while the Treaty Party and Indian Agent John F. Schermerhorn
knew Ross would be in Washington. The treaty was finalized on Dec. 29, 1835 (Moulton 72-75).

May 1836: The Treaty of New Echota was accepted by the Senate, and signed by Andrew
Jackson on May 23, 1836. Ross toured the East to boost support for the Cherokee and offer
several desperate counter-proposals to Washington. He was unsuccessful (Moulton 77-85).

Fall 1837: Secretary of War Joel Poinsett asked Ross to help end the Seminole War — if so, it
might be a “debt to repay” (Moulton 87). Ross was told that the US would protect any chiefs
who would negotiate, so he met with Seminole leaders and convinced them to talk. However,

Lé.%i;’g;”_32254 the chiefs were arrested while under a flag of truce (Moulton 87-89).
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April 1838:

1838-18309:

June 3, 1839:

June 22, 1839:

Gen. Winfield Scott took charge of the
Cherokee Nation. The Cherokees were
rounded up and placed in stockades. Scott
told the Cherokees that they were losing their
land and property because of their “misguided
faith” in John Ross (Jahoda 231). Ross
presented Congress a petition signed by over
15,000 tribal members — opposing the New
Echota Treaty — but to no avail (Meserve 430).
With so many Cherokees dying in the
stockades (measles, “bilious fever”, dysentery,
whooping cough) Ross gave in; but he did
convince the government to let them to ;
manage their own removal (Perdue 145, Site of former Cherokee stockade at
McLoughlin 2). After July 1838, Ross directed Rattlesnake Springs. National Park Service.

the movements of each detachment of departing
Cherokees (Moulton 99). Many members of the Treaty
Party left separately.

August 1838: Ross asked the Cherokees to reaffirm
their belief that the Cherokee Nation was not dead and
would never die (McLoughlin 3).

Trail of Tears. Thousands of Cherokee died on the way
present day Oklahoma. Ross’s wife, Quatie, died on
Feb. 1, 1839, and was buried near Little Rock, Arkansas.
Between ¥ and 1/3 of the tribe died due to disease and
exposure. When the Eastern Cherokee reached Indian
Territory there were problems with “Old Settlers” who
distrusted “Late Immigrants”.

The Old Settlers and New Settlers

met at Takatoka to discuss a merger Bt
of their governments. The Western
Cherokee (led by Chief John Brown)
welcomed the Eastern Cherokee
into their country. Ross was upset .
that Brown wanted the Easterners to -y
give up their government, and that a .. o |4
minority would rule the majority
(McLoughlin 10). The meeting —

ended when the Ridges, Stand ﬂ/\k\{'\
Watie and Elias Boudinot arrived
(Moulton 110). The Ross party
believed that the Treaty Party was trying to block unification and halt Ross’s authority.

VIRGINIA

KAMNSAS KEMTUCKY

NORTH
CARCQLINA

SOUTE

CARDLING

“Trail of Tears” — Removal Routes. National Park Service.

Ross suggested both sides create a new government, to be submitted to the people, and to
include both Cherokee bands. This was unacceptable to Brown — reunion took place when they
welcomed the Easterners (and the Treaty Party) into their country (McLoughlin 12).

Brutal murders of John Ridge, Major Ridge and Elias Boudinot by Ross supporters. Allen Ross
was one of the plotters, unbeknownst to John Ross. Stand Watie was an intended victim but was
warned in time. Ross was warned that Watie was raising a company of men to kill him. Two
hundred guards were stationed at his home.

Ironically, the Ridges supported the old “blood law”. The penalty for selling land without consent
of the Cherokee Council was death. The murders caused huge problems for Ross because
many United States officials, for years to come, would not recognize him as the legitimate leader
until he brought the Kkillers to justice. Ross was unable to do this. The murders also widened the
gap between the two factions.
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July 1839: Competing meetings of Old and New settlers. Two worrying results: 1) the Ridge/ Boudinot
murderers were absolved of their crimes; and 2) Treaty Party must sign an oath taking back their
threats of revenge against Ross and his followers. Stand Watie gathered a military force at
Beatty's Prairie rather than sign the oath (Moulton 115-116). Ross argued that the oath would
prevent Watie’s followers from waging a personal / political civil war (McLoughlin 19).

January 1840: Act of Union of the Cherokee Nation. A new constitution was adopted and the Eastern and
Western Cherokee were united. Ross was elected the Principal Chief, with an Old Settler as
second principal chief. However, large Treaty and Old Settler factions remained. The Treaty
Party called Ross’s following a “mobocracy” (McLoughlin 20).

1840-1841: Controversy over Cherokee funds — mostly by Ross’s
opponents. Ross appealed to Sec. of War John Bell and the
Cherokees received some of the money owed them from the
Treaty of New Echota and removal. They also received a letter
from President Tyler that offered hope for a new treaty that
would guarantee their lands and clarify the relationship between
the United States and the Cherokees -- precisely what Ross had
been working for.

Back in Indian Territory, blood vendettas and factional violence
ran rampant for several years.

April 1844 Ross’s delegation reached Washington, hoping to negotiate
using Tyler's 1841 letter. Instead, Ross learned that the Old
Settlers and Pro-Treaty factions had BOTH sent delegations to
Washington before he arrived. The power struggle continued.
None of the delegations were successful in the end, and Sec. of
War William Wilkins sent a commission to the Cherokee Nation
to determine the extent of Cherokee division and violence.

Bell. LC-USZ62-110028

Sept. 2, 1844 Ross married Mary Brian Stapler, a Quaker from Philadelphia.
She moved with him to Indian Territory.

1846: Years of violence ended with the Treaty of 1846. Ross and
Stand Watie shook hands. New Cherokee land rights were
recognized, all Cherokee who had committed crimes were
pardoned, and one government was recognized for the
Cherokee Nation in the West (Hauptman 45). This treaty
prevented the US government from splitting the western
Cherokee territory into two separate nations for now —
something Ross had been working to prevent.

In 1846, Ross pushed for two Cherokee seminaries (male and female
high school). They were built and he was the president of the
school board. However, due to a lack of money, the schools
closed in 1856.

1838 to 1852 Ross negotiated repeatedly with the United States government
to get money owed from the Treaty of New Echota, the cost of
removal and property loss, and to sell the Neutral Lands
(northern border). Per capita payments boosted morale, but
didn't allow for a Cherokee National Bank or other social
improvements. However, there was relative prosperity in the
1850s (McLoughlin 63-66) as well as a fourteen-year period of
relative peace. Unfortunately, slavery was allowed in the
Cherokee Nation; Ross owned about 50 slaves (Moulton 155).

1860: Went to Washington to protest white intruders on Cherokee

. L. Cherokee payments.
lands. The problem began in 1856; by 1859 the Kansas territorial LC-USZ62-111280

governor was encouraging settlers to claim Cherokee land.
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1861

McCulloch
LC-DIG-cwpb-07506

T

Pike.
National Park Service

Oct. 7, 1861:

Summer 1862:

Sept. 1862:

The Civil War began. The Cherokees were split over the decision to join the Confederacy or
stay loyal to the Union. They also split over slavery. John Ross and the Keetoowah Nationalist
Society (Pin Indians) pushed for neutrality. Watie and the Ridge Party pushed for secession.

Ross could not alienate his followers, he couldn’t offend his Arkansas neighbors, and he could
not break the treaty with the United States (they could withhold money (Hauptman 45-47).

In May, Ross reminded the tribe of its obligations to the US — and to be wary of scheming men
who would convince them to join the South.

In June Gen. Benjamin McCulloch asked that all Cherokees who want to serve as volunteers in
the Confederate army be allowed to do so. Ross protested; this would compromise neutrality.
There would also be clashes between the Confederate Cherokees and the Pins. White armies
would invade the Nation and Ross would be a captive in his own country (McLoughlin 174-175).

In August , Ross declared, “The Indian Nations about us have severed their connection with the
United States and joined the Confederacy . Our general interest is inseparable from theirs and it
is not desirable that we should stand alone” (Williams 397). The people agreed. Why?

1) Ross wanted Cherokee unity above all; there was growing pro-southern feeling; 2) Union
troops had withdrawn from the Territory, leaving them surrounded by Confederates; 3) Indian
Agents and missionaries left or joined the South; 4) Albert Pike signed treaties with neighboring
tribes — often working with smaller factions and not the legitimate authority (he would deal with
Stand Watie, not Ross, if possible); and 5) Confederates won the Battle of Wilson's Creek, MO
(Moulton 171). Other tribes joining the Confederacy were the Choctaw, Chickasaw, Creek,
Osage, Seminole and Comanche. Ross urged unity among all Indian tribes (Moulton 173).

Ross appointed John Drew (married to his niece) to raise a regiment of mounted soldiers for the
Confederacy. However, most of the men in this regiment were Pins, family members, or pro-
Ross. This was a counter-balance to Watie's pro-Southern regiment, and both regiments were to
be used only to protect the Cherokee Nation (McLoughlin 186-187).

Ross and the Cherokee Delegation signed a treaty at Tahlequah with Albert Pike. As part of the
treaty, the Confederacy would recognize Cherokee land rights, protect them from invasion, pay
annuities (yearly payments from land sales), and protect the “right” of slavery (Hauptman 47-48).
However, the Confederacy was little better than the Union in honoring this treaty (Moulton 174).

Many men in Drew’s regiment deserted to the Union side when they were called to fight outside
Indian Territory, against the terms of the treaty.

Ross had been walking a very fine line, trying to avoid the anger
of both the Confederacy and his Pin supporters, while also giving
some indications of inner loyalty to the US.

US Colonel William Weer invaded Indian Territory. He ordered
Ross to declare the Confederate treaty void. Ross refused, but
did ignore Southern orders to enlist all men between 18 and 35.
Ross was placed under house arrest (McLoughlin 205).

August 3: Ross (with the Cherokee National papers) and one
thousand followers joined a Federal force to Ft. Leavenworth,
Kansas (Williams 403). General James Blunt, commander of US
forces in the Southwest, felt that Ross was loyal to the US and
urged him to speak with President Lincoln (McLoughlin 206).

Lincoln. LC-USZ62-112729

In Ross’s absence, Stand Watie was elected Principal Chief. Army deserters, men between 16
and 35 avoiding conscription, and anyone trying to flee to Kansas were considered “disloyal” and
could be killed (McLoughlin 205-206). There was a civil war within the Civil War.

Ross met with Abraham Lincoln. Ross claimed that the Cherokee joined the Confederacy under
duress because the United States had left them unprotected and surrounded by southern forces.
Indian Commissioner William Dole agreed that Ross, and many of his Cherokee followers, were
loyal to the Union. Lincoln denied that the US didn’t protect the Cherokees. He did offer a
Federal escort for refugees back to the Cherokee Nation (Williams 409).
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1863:

1864:

April 9 1865:

June 23 1865:

One depiction of the surrender at the McLean House at Appomattox.
Ely Parker, a Seneca Indian, was Grant’s personal Secretary. LC-DIG-pga-02091

Ross’s supporters abolished both the Confederate treaty of 1861 and slavery (Hauptman 48-49).
They also authorized him to speak on their behalf while in Washington (Moulton 178).
Technically, there were two governments in Cherokee Territory.

In October, Watie’s men burned the Cherokee Council House, captured Ross’ son William (but
spared his life), burned Ross’s home, and destroyed his plantation (Hauptman 50).

Lincoln’s Federal escort, promised in 1862, was finally available. The pro-Ross refuges were
escorted back to the Cherokee Nation — however, the escort didn't stay. The refugees were not
able to grow crops; they suffered from hunger and iliness for the rest of the war (Williams 409).

Gen. Robert E. Lee surrendered to Gen. Ulysses S. Grant.

Stand Watie surrendered. The Civil War was over for the Cherokee. Six months after the war,
almost all of the survivors depended on government handouts at Ft. Gibson (Hauptman 42).

July 20, 1865:
Ross’s wife, Mary, died of
lung congestion.

August 1865:

Ross returned to the
devastated Cherokee
Nation. Almost every
family suffered loss. Bitter
rivalries rose once again
(Moulton 184). In
September, Elias
Boudinot's son, Indian
Commissioner Dennis
Cooley and others
attacked Ross’s reputation
and loyalty to the US.
Boudinot demanded the
Cherokees be divided into
two nations.

7 Jan. 1866: Back in Washington, Ross defended his reputation and
stressed that the majority of the Cherokee people were loyal to the Union. The
southern faction claimed that Ross was disloyal and had gained financially from
the southern treaty. The northern faction claimed that the southern faction was
both disloyal and power hungry (Moulton 189)

Jan. 1866: Ross’s health began to decline. He suffered from severe
colds in January and March; in late March he complained of chest and stomach
pain. He was diagnosed with a “bilious condition" and confined to bed. Still, he
directed and counseled the northern faction (Moulton 193).

June 1866: Commissioner Dennis Cooley sided with the southern faction
and drew up a treaty to divide the Cherokees into two nations. Pres. Johnson
refused to sign it. Cooley then began discussions with the northern faction and a
treaty was drafted in July. It was officially proclaimed in August 1866 (Moulton

193-194).
Aug. 1, 1866: John Ross died at 7:00 PM, Wednesday, August 1, 1866. He
was 77 years old. He was buried in the Stapler family plot near Mary, but in
Colonel Elias C. Boudinot, son of October the Cherokee National Council decided that his brought back to the
the slain Elias Boudinot. Cherokee Nation. He was finally laid to rest with the Cherokee people on June
He served with Stand Watie. 15t, 1867 (M0u|t0n 195)_

LC-DIG-cwpbg-00485
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|. Culture

What was the culture of the Cherokee Nation like before contact with whites, and how did it change once
contact was established? How did it change after the Trail of Tears and as a result of constant struggles?

In what ways were the lives of the mixed-bloods and full bloods different? How did these differences lead to
conflict? How was John Ross a mixture of both “Anglo” and “Indian” culture? When did this hurt his
relationship with the Cherokee people, and when did it hurt him?

How did Ross attempt to preserve the culture and identity of the Cherokee Nation, while also introducing social
and political change?

What advantages did John Ross gain as a mixed-blood (in terms of education, experience in dealing with
mainstream American culture, etc.)?

Which Cherokees owned slaves and why? How was slavery a source of conflict? Has the legacy of that
conflict fully been resolved in the 21* century? Why or why not?

II. Time, Continuity and Change

How did differing values and experiences of mixed-bloods and full-bloods lead to factionalism? How did this
lead to conflict and bloodshed? What lessons can we learn from this? Could similar factionalism occur in the
United States today?

What was Ross’s role in attempting to prevent the Trail of Tears? Do you think there is any way that John
Ross could have kept the Cherokees in their native lands in the East? Why or why not?

Why did the (majority of the) Cherokee Nation join the Confederacy, and what was Ross’s role? Is there any
way he could have kept the Cherokee people out of the Civil War? Why or why not?

How has the passing of time changed the way we look at both Native American “removal” and the Civil War?

Why should Americans preserve their historical past? What impact could we see as a nation if we neglect our
heritage? What steps can be taken to preserve our past for future generations?

lll. People, Places and Environments

Why was removal so emotionally and
spiritually difficult for the Cherokee
people — as well as physically difficult?
How would one describe the Cherokee
relationship with the land?

Why did Anglo-Americans want
Cherokee land in the East? Once the
Cherokee were in the West, why did
Anglo-Americans want that land too?

How did terrain allow the North
Carolina band of Cherokees to avoid
removal? How did Cherokee land in
the east differ from their new territory
in the west?

P e T Ny e
In what ways did the terrain of both the HISTORICAL CARICATURE OF THE CHEROKEE NATION.
eastern _and western lands help mixed- The Cherokee Nation is seen as a helpless giant, hurt by a number of Anglo interests,
bloods like John Ross become even after the Civil War. LC-USZ62-89733

wealthy?
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If we lost Civil War battlefields (or sites along the Trail of Tears) to development, how would this affect our
understanding of how people, places and environments interacted during the Civil War and during the Trail of
Tears?

IV. Individual Development and Identity

Why did Ross identify so strongly with the Cherokee people — despite
being only 1/8 Cherokee — and why did he dedicate most of his life to
their welfare? Was he fully accepted as Cherokee?

As a child, why didn’t Ross like his Cherokee friends to see him in “Anglo”
dress?

Why didn't Ross learn to speak the Cherokee language or use the
Cherokee alphabet?

How did Ross’s early relationships (or mentorships) with chiefs and
assistant chiefs prepare him for his future position?

What skills did John Ross have that helped him become a respected
statesman and Principal Chief? Were opportunities to gain these skills
available to most Cherokee people?

How did Ross’s beliefs and experiences affect his reactions to the

repeated threats to his power as Principal Chief? How did beliefs and In this 1939 image from the National
experiences affect his reactions to repeated threats to Cherokee lands Archives, North Carolina Cherokees
and rights? are seen in “traditional” costume.

g ) How much is traditional? How much

.. . . has changed from pre-European
V. Individuals, Groups and Institutions contact? gWhy? (NASA American

. . N . . Indian Select List No. 26.)
What American institutions did the Cherokee adopt — causing them to be

called one of the “Civilized Tribes”?
What new institutions did John Ross cultivate in the East to improve Cherokee daily life?

How did “removal” affect old institutions (such as the family) as well as newer institutions (churches, schoaols,
and Cherokee government agencies)? How successful was Ross in continuing newer institutions in the west?

How did the lack of money affect Cherokee institutions?

VI. Power, Authority and Governance

How did the Cherokee Nation create its constitution, and what was Ross’s role? How was the new
government similar to the United States government?

What powers were given to Ross as Principal Chief?

Who had the power to make land treaties with the United States?

How did the United States pit rival factions against each other to gain the infamous Treaty of New Echota?
Why was the Treaty faction so successful in going beyond its legitimate authority to achieve its political goals?

The Treaty of New Echota was extremely divisive — but what Western event caused an even wider rift between
the two factions?

Why were both the “Old Settlers” and the “New Arrivals” unwilling to give up their governments?
Why did it take so long to establish order and security in the west?

How did Ross attempt to keep the Cherokee Nation neutral at the beginning of the Civil War? How successful
was he at trying not to offend his followers, the United States or the Confederacy? Given the location, the
culture, and the factions in the Cherokee Nation, was it possible to stay out of the Civil War?
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How was the Civil War responsible for creating two Cherokee governments?

How successful were the Confederacy, the Treaty Party and the Old Settlers in manipulating John Ross’s

actions — and vice versa?

Why and how did Ross need to prove his legitimate authority?

How did alignment with the Confederacy hurt the Cherokee people after the Civil War?

VII. Production, Consumption and Distribution

How did the United States’ unwillingness to pay what it owed to the Nation affect its economy in the west?

What part did slavery play in the Cherokee economy?

How did the economic experience of the full bloods generally differ from the experience of the mixed-bloods?
What steps did Ross take to try to improve the Nation’s economy?

NOTICE.
HEREBRY forewarn all peréons against

]
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withett tny consent. I am therefote des
termined to pay none of Ber covtracts.
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May 15, 1528, 8L 132
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A warning in both English and Cherokee.
LC-DIG-ppmsca-02912

An existing segment of the Tra|| of Tears.
National Park Service.
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VIIl. Science, Technology and Society

How did the invention of a written Cherokee alphabet —and a

Cherokee printing press — change Cherokee culture?

How did John Ross bring new technology into the Nation, and what
were the effects?

IX. Global Connections

How does Cherokee “removal” (and the entire Native American
“removal process”) compare to modern-day “ethnic cleansing”
seen today across the globe?

How did other nations in the world view the “removal” process?

What other leaders — both in the United States and overseas —
have asked their followers to use non-violent resistance? When
has this method worked, and when has it failed? Why?

How does Ross’s meeting with J. M. de Castillo y Lanzas show his
growing desperation as he fought Cherokee removal? Do you think
the Cherokee would have settled in Mexico, given the opportunity?
Do you think they would have had any better luck in Mexico? Why
or why not?

X. Civic ldeals and Practices

How did Ross use his education and experience to serve the
Cherokees?

In what ways was his unbending attitude in the face of opposition
helpful or harmful?

Why did Ross consider potential American, Confederate, and
Mexican citizenship for the Cherokees at different times? Did his
loyalties really change, or did they remain the same? Why?

On the eve of the Civil War, what was Ross’s number one concern
for the Nation?

Before the Trail of Tears, did Ross consider the “Old Settlers” to
be citizens? What constitutes Cherokee citizenship today?
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Was extremely loyal to the welfare of the Cherokee Nation.

Had the courage to do what he felt was the right thing, even
if it seemed dangerous or hopeless.

Was honest in his negotiations with the United States and
the Confederacy.

Was honest with money received from the United States.
Was sometimes “paternalistic” when speaking with the

Nation as a whole, telling them only what
he thought they'd understand (Moulton 201).

Dealt peacefully with insults and disagreements, and
encouraged his people to do the same (though his followers John Ross. LC-U5ZC4-3156

in the west often resorted to violence).

Was mild and well-mannered.

Was very respectful of the people and the culture of the Cherokees, and worked hard to protect both.
Did not take treaties with the US lightly — even when he was forced to join the Confederacy he made it
known that the action was taken under duress and at heart he (and his followers) were loyal to the
Union.

Wasn't as understanding as he could have been regarding the feelings and fears of the “Old Settlers”,
who did not want to give up their government and institutions to a “mob” of newcomers.

$

Perseverance: despite overwhelming odds and repeated defeats, he worked until the last minute in an
attempt to prevent Cherokee “removal” to the west.

Was not “rash” in his decision to join the Confederacy — he considered all the choices and all the
consequences first.

His number one responsibility was unity in the Cherokee Nation, and he did not swerve from trying to
maintain (or regain) that unity.

He worked hard in Washington while representing the Cherokee — often spending more time away than
at home.

In being away from home all the time, he was perhaps less than responsible concerning the needs of
his first wife, Quatie.

He may not have tried enough to bring the Ridge/Boudinot murderers to justice.
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He knew the law and followed it. And in fighting removal he used all the legal means available to him.

Was extremely reluctant to break the Cherokee treaty with the United States, doing so only when the
United States appeared to have abandoned them in a sea of Confederate forces.

He could have used his position to take advantage of others, but he did not. He enjoyed being in
power, but he genuinely believed he was the best candidate to look out for the welfare of the Cherokee
Nation

Sometimes he disregarded constructive criticism from others (Moulton 204).

Was often “autocratic” — not sharing power with subordinates or opponents — and believing that he
knew what was best for the Nation (Moulton 204).

Was a slave owner.

He loved his family and gave them his undivided support as well as heart-felt, experienced advice.
He showed his gratitude to the Cherokee Nation by working his hardest for them.

His home was always open to the less fortunate and to travelers, and he and his wife provided food,
lodging and compassion.

He was heartbroken to see the suffering caused by the Civil War on his people and his Nation.

It is doubtful that he
ever forgave the
Ridges, Boudinot or
Watie for their role in
the infamous Treaty of
New Echota, or for their
undermining of his
authority. He did not
adequately investigate
the Ridge/ Boudinot
murders. Perhaps he
feared family would be

among the plotters
(they Were) Major Ridge (LC-USZC4-3158), Elias Boudinot and John Ridge (LC-USZC4-3157).

He led the Cherokee Nation through almost 50 turbulent years.

Ross did more than his share to make his Nation a better place to live in, introducing schools and other
social improvements. He attempted to introduce other social improvements, but was unsuccessful
because of the Nation’s lack of money. However, he negotiated with the US for years in an attempt to
get the money owed to the Nation.
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+ Even when he was sick and confined to bed, he continued to direct and counsel the Washington
delegation in 1866.

+/- In the days leading up to the Confederate treaty, he walked a fine line, attempting not to offend his
followers, his Confederate neighbors, or the United States. This took skillful, cautious political
maneuvering. Some people were frustrated with not knowing where Ross'’s true loyalties rested, even
after signing the treaty. However, he did manage to keep US political channels open and keep his
followers from abandoning him.

+/-  Often, Ross took a strict, unbending position when negotiating for money owed to the Nation, Cherokee
rights, and so on. He did not compromise. However, some people have felt (now and during Ross'’s
lifetime) that he should have accepted compromises more readily.

-- Ross could not accept the possibility of anyone other than himself being the Principal Chief of the
Cherokee Nation. Remaining in power took a lot of time and effort. Perhaps he could have “groomed”
a successor that would have been acceptable to all three western factions.

A jumble of presidents — Ross met with each of these presidents in order to
protect the interests of the Cherokee Nation: Madison, Monroe, John Quincy
Adams, Jackson, Van Buren, Harrison, Tyler, Polk, Lincoln and Johnson.

CHARACTER COUNTS! and The Six Pillars of Character are service marks of Josephson Institute.
© 2008 Josephson Institute. The definitions of the Six Pillars of Character are reprinted with permission.
www.charactercounts.org
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+ Listened intently to the will of his mostly full-blood followers, and supported their wishes.

-- Did not listen well to criticisms and needs of minority factions, widening the divide between the
groups. Constant worry about attempts to “go over his head” in dealing with the Union and
Confederacy, as well as constant ouster attempts, probably aggravated this fault in him.

-- Suppressed freedom of the press in the Cherokee Phoenix because he felt that talk of “giving in”
to the United States in terms of removal was bad for the welfare of the Nation.

+ Dreamed great dreams for the Cherokee people — he wanted them to have prosperity, security,
and a strong, unified National identity.

+ Understood and empathized with the Cherokee full bloods and Pins, as well as the mixed bloods.
As such, he desperately wanted the Cherokees to maintain their National identity and their
cultural character, while also introducing institutions that would have improved their quality of life.

75 &

+ Took his position of Principal Chief very, very seriously and considered himself a guardian of
Cherokee National identity and well being.

+ Listened intently to his inner voice, which led him to a life of service — preserving the Cherokee
Nation’s identity and welfare.

+ Recognized that the majority of the people had faith in him and wanted him as Principal Chief.
85. (

+ Could understand and empathize with the mixed-blood way of life.

+ Worked to assure his Southern neighbors that he understood their way of life and their concerns,
and that the Cherokees meant them no harm.

-- Could not assume the good intentions of the Treaty and Old Settler factions.

-- Felt that people who left the Cherokee Nation before the Trail of Tears had given up their
Cherokee citizenship.

+ After the Treaty of New Echota, he saw the likely outcome if rival factions were allowed to make
treaties with the United States or Confederacy. Such treaties would benefit the “Anglos”, and
possibly the rival factions, but not the majority of the Cherokee people.

+ He understood that a Cherokee alliance with the Confederacy was risky. He was very aware of
the need to tread carefully so he could maintain his power, while staying true to Cherokee values
AND promises made to the US.

-- Did not (or would not) see that Cherokee removal was inevitable — despite a Supreme Court
victory, Andrew Jackson would not accept anything less than total Cherokee removal.
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Was aware of the desires of the opposing factions. He was concerned that they did not
represent the will of the majority and threatened Cherokee unity.

+ Was deeply disturbed any time his reputation was called into question — in order to deal with the
United States, the Confederacy, or Cherokee factions, his reputation had to be spotless or his
good intentions meant nothing.

+ He despised card sharks and whiskey peddlers that invaded Cherokee territory; attempted
(mostly unsuccessfully) to remove white intruders from the Nation.

§S)

+ Was very successful in building consensus among his full-blooded followers.

-- Not successful in building consensus among the three western factions: Old Settlers, Treaty
Party, and the Ross Party.

-- Often used an autocratic leadership style

<5* 1

+ Kept his dreams for the Nation in sight as he worked through the day-to-day realities of
factionalism, United States stubbornness, and Confederate forgetfulness.

+ Attempted to get money (owed by the US Government) so that social improvements could
have been made in the Cherokee Nation.

+ Introduced two Cherokee seminaries (male and female high schools) which instilled a sense of
pride among the people (however the schools were forced to close due to a lack of money)

+ Introduced social improvements in the east, and attempted to carry them into the west; again,
money was an issue. He worked hard to get the US to pay what was owed to the Nation.

=5%

+ Before the Cherokees left on the Trail of Tears, he reassured them that their Nation and their way
of life would not die.

+/- Did not bring the Ridge/Boudinot murderers to justice, which would have brought healing to the

Treaty faction — and perhaps cooperation. However, many of the full bloods would have been
angered if the murderers had been punished — they felt justice had been served by the killings.

+  Was successful in building community among his followers

+ When it was obvious that neither the western or eastern Cherokees would consent to be

governed by the opposite side, Ross suggested that a new government, including members of
both sides, be created.

Based on “The Servant as Leader” by Robert K. Greenleaf,
© Greenleaf Center for Servant Leadership 1991, 2008.
Reprinted with permission.
Further information about servant leadership can be found at www.greenleaf.org.
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Commissioner Albert Pike to Robert Toombs, Confeder ate Secretary of State:
Pike’s observations about John Ross & the Cherokee Nation.

The War of the Rebellion: A Compilation of the Official Records of the
Union and Confederate Armies.

Series IV, Vol. |, Part 1.
http://ehistory.osu.edu/osu/sources/recordView.cfm?Content=127/0359.
(“Blockade Runners.”) Accessed August 25, 2008.

FORT SMITH, ARK., May 29, 1861.

Hon. ROBERT TOOMBS,

Secretary of State, Confederate State of America: _
Toombs. LC-BH826-1478
SIR: | leave this morning for Tahlequah, the seat of government of the

Cherokee Nation, and Park Hill, the residence of Governor Ross, the principal chief. Since 1835 there
have always been two parties in the Cherokee Nation, bitterly hostile to each other. The treaty of that
year was made by unauthorized persons, against the will of the large majority of the nation and against
the will of the large majority of the nation and against that of the chief, Mr. Ross. Several years ago
Ridge, Boudinot, and others, principal men of the treaty party, were Killed.... The full-blooded Indians
are mostly adherents of Ross, and many of them- 1,000 to 1,500 it is alleged- are on the side of the
North. | think that number is exaggerated. The half-breeds or white Indians [as they call themselves]
are to a man with us. It has all along been supposed, or at least suspected, that Mr. Ross would side
with the North. His declarations are in favor of neutrality. But | am inclined to believe that he is acting
upon the policy [surely a wise one] of not permitting his people to commit themselves until he has
formal guarantees from an authorized agent of the Confederate States. These | shall give him if he will
accept them. General McCulloch will be with me, and | strongly hope that we shall satisfy him, and
effect a formal and firm treaty. If so, we shall have nearly the whole nation with us, and those who are
not will be unimportant. If he refuses he will learn that his country will be occupied; and | shall then
negotiate with the leaders of the half-breeds who are now raising troops, and who will meet me at the
Creek Agency on Friday of next week. Several of those living near here | have already seen...

We shall have no difficulty with the Creeks, Seminoles, Choctaws, and Chickasaws, either in effecting
treaties or raising troops. The greatest trouble will be in regard to arms. Not one in ten of either of the
tribes has a gun at all, and most of the guns are indifferent double-barreled...

I wish | had more definite instructions and power more distinctly expressed, especially power in so
many words to make treaties and give all necessary guarantees. For without giving them nothing can
be done, and | am [not] sure that John Ross will be satisfied with my statement or assurance that | have
the power, or with anything less than a formal authority from the Congress. He is very shrewd. If | fail
with him it will not be my fault.

I have the honor to be, sir, very truly and respectfully, yours,

ALBERT PIKE,

Commissioner, &c.

Civil War Preservation Trust Gifted Module: Character and Leadership During the Civil War * www.civilwar.org * John Ross



Civil War Preservation Trust — Civil War Figures as Examples of Character and Leadership page 23

In this lengthy series of correspondence in the Official Records ,
we witness the Cherokee Nation falling apart during the Civil War.

Official Records . Series |, Vol. XIlI, pt. 1. “Missouri-Arkansas C ampaign.” Pp. 486-505

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF KANSAS,
Fort Leavenworth, July 12, 1862.

Hon. E. M. STANTON, Secretary of War:

SIR: | have the honor to transmit to you sundry papers relative
to the intercourse and alliance of the Cherokee Indians with the
so-called Confederate States; also copies of correspondence
between these headquarters and Colonel Weer, commanding
Indian Expedition, and letter of John Ross to Colonel Weer of
July the 8th.

| am led to believe, from reliable information, that a large
majority of the Cherokees are loyal, and that whenever Ross
and the other leading men of the nation are satisfied that we are B
able to hold the country they will co-operate with us. They have Edwin Stanton. LC-DIG-cwpb-06438
evidently formed the alliance with the Southern Confederacy as

a matter of necessity and self-preservation. They were cut off and could have no communication with
the Government or its agents, yet they held out until October, hoping that they would get relief from
our army. Since our armed forces have occupied their territory many who were in the rebel army have
deserted in large numbers and desire to enter the Federal service. Among 300 that were mustered
into the Second Indian Regiment a few days since about one-half were in Drew's regiment at the
battle of Pea Ridge. They declare that the killing of the white rebels by the Indians in that fight was
determined upon before they went into the battle. How well they carried out their plan you have seen
by the reports of that battle. The verbal reports from Ross, by Indian scouts whom | sent to
communicate with him, are much more favorable than his letter to Colonel Weer. He is evidently very
cautions in committing himself on paper until he is assured of our ability to hold that country. | am
pleased to inform you that the Indian regiments mustered into the United States service have more
than met my expectations as efficient soldiers.

| have given some responsible parties authority to open up commerce with the loyal Indians, as they
are much in need of a market for their stock and of various kinds of merchandise.

| have the honor to be, most respectfully, your obedient servant,

JAS. G. BLUNT, Brigadier-General, Commanding.
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[Enclosure No. 1.]
EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, Park Hill, Cherokee Nation, July 8, 1862.
Colonel WILLIAM WEER, United States Army, Commanding:

COLONEL: Your communication of yesterday, dated from Headquarters
Indian Expedition, Camp on Wolf Creek, under a flag of truce, per Dr.
Gillpatrick, has been duly received, and in reply | have to state that a treaty
of alliance, under the sanction and authority of the whole Cherokee people,
was entered into on the 7th day of October, 1862, between the Confederate
States and the Cherokee Nation, and published before the world, and you
cannot but be too well informed on the subject to make it necessary for me
to recapitulate the reasons and circumstances under which it was done.

Thus the destiny of this people became identified with that of the Southern A B o o s ao8a
Confederacy.

There is no nation of Indians, | venture to say, that has ever been more scrupulous in the faithful observance of
their treaty obligations than the Cherokees. Allow me further to appeal to my long public and private life to
sustain the assertion that my policy has ever been to preserve peace and good feeling among my people and
the observance of law and order. That the horses of civil war with which this beautiful country is threatened are
greatly to be deprecated, and I trust that it may be averted by the observance of the strict principles of civilized
and honorable warfare by the army now invading our country under your command.

| cannot, under existing circumstances, entertain the proposition for an official interview between us at your
camp. | have therefore respectfully to decline to comply with your request.

I have the honor to be, colonel, your obedient servant,

JNO. ROSS, Principal Chief Cherokee Nation.

[Enclosure No. 2.]

HEADQUARTERS INDIAN EXPEDITION, Camp on Grand River, July 12, 1862.

Capt. THOMAS MOONLIGHT, Asst. Adjutant-General, Ft. Leavenworth, Kans.:

CAPTAIN: I am now located, with all the command save the Kansas Second and
Fifth and one company of the Kansas Sixth under Major Ransom, on Grand
River, some 12 miles above Fort Gibson. My position is the best the country
affords, though not all that can be desired. The country is suffering with a drought
equal to that in Kansas a year or two ago.

Moonlight. LC-USZ62-44452

The rebels are threatening to burn me out of the country and have already made several attempts. It is almost
incredible, but nevertheless true, that the grass on the prairies burns at this present writing with as much facility
as in the fall or winter. We have difficulty in keeping our own camp from taking fire. There is no corn in the
country. My only dependence for forage is on grass.

The Cherokee country is completely conquered. No rebel force amounting to anything is on this side of the
Arkansas. They are, however, endeavoring to concentrate south of it. | am unable to follow their detached
parties with much vigor, from the fact that my horses are growing weak on grass and there is no subsistence
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for the men in the country, so that wagons have to accompany all parties. | am, however, scouring the country
and keeping it under control.

| propose by proclamation to invite the rebel Cherokees to return home, promising them protection in case of
their submission to Federal authority. The negro question is a very difficult one. Nearly all their negroes are
escaping and are very insolent. | propose to invite the nation to abolish slavery by a vote and accept
compensation from the Government. The President should be telegraphed to recommend to Congress so to
amend the emancipation resolution as to enable the Indian nations to avail themselves of its benefits.

John Ross refused to come to see me. | enclose documents sent by him to me. Please say to the general that |
am much embarrassed for want of instructions as to the Indians. The superintendent should be with me. | may
be ground between the millstones of the War and Indian Departments. The Pin or friendly Indians are bitter
against the half-breeds and want to exterminate them. In short | would like to turn this Indian business over to
its own department.

We have received some 1,500 Cherokee recruits since entering the Indian country. | have authorized the
formation of another regiment (now filled to the maximum) to be submitted to headquarters, and, if approved,
mustered into service. | am feeding and supplying with ammunition the men. | am satisfied that if the
Government will authorize it a vast majority of the tribes will enter the United States service, and can then take
care of themselves with a small force of whites stationed at certain points. They will not ask pay, only to be fed
and armed, and perhaps a little clothing. It is the most economical and certain way of restoring the Indian
country to the complete domination of the Government. Its effect upon Arkansas and Louisiana you can well
imagine.

This point would be admirable for a post. Water, timber, grass, salt-works, and coal banks are all convenient. It
commands the Creek Agency, Fort Gibson, Fort Smith, and Tahlequah. Slight fortifications might be thrown up
and a small garrison could defend it.

I would earnestly recommend that the general establish through the postal department daily or tri-weekly mails
from Kansas to Fort Gibson; also issue a proclamation, inviting the merchants to bring stocks of goods here to
sell. Cattle are a drug here. The prairies are covered with thousands of them. The Indians are suffering for the
commonest necessaries. The effect of these matters of policy would be to bind the people to the Government.

Please order an express arrangement between
here and Fort Leavenworth. The best route is by
Humboldt and down Cabin Creek. | am almost
entirely cut off from news. | have ordered the
Kansas Second to Baxter Springs to protect trains.

Respectfully, your obedient servant,
WM. WEER, Colonel, Commanding.

P. S. - I enclose you copies of proclamations (of

which | have not duplicates), correspondence,

proceedings, message, and a letter from Ross to

myself. A few howitzers would be of very valuable

service. | am now about to send a party of spies

into the Creek and Choctaw country. Ft. Leavenworth, KS, 1867. LC-DIG-stereo-1s00024
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[Enclosure No. 3.]

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF
KANSAS, Fort Leavenworth, Kans., July
12, 1862.

Colonel WILLIAM WEER, Commanding
Indian Expedition:

COLONEL: As it is desirable to return
the refugee Indians now in Kansas to
their homes as soon as practicable, you
will therefore take measures to ascertain
if the corn crop in the Indian Territory of
the present season will be sufficient to
subsist them. | would also suggest that
you communication, at as early a day as
possible, with John Ross and the
leading me of the other tribes upon the
subject of their relations of the Federal
An example of Native American subsistence farming. Government.
LC-USZ62-46945
If among those who have joined the
rebel cause there are any whose
ignorance and credulity have been taken advantage of by Confederate agents, you will endeavor to impress
upon them the fact that the United States Government is able and willing to protect them and to fulfill all its
treaty stipulations while they remain loyal. No doubt that when these facts are made known to them many who
have been deceived by Confederate agents and by false representations induced to join the rebel cause will
gladly return to their allegiance to the Federal Government.

You should take prompt measures to protect the stock and other property of the loyal Indians from all
depredators and be vigilant that no excesses are committed by our own soldiers; thereby a feeling of
confidence and security may obtain them while under the protection of the Federal Army.

| desire also that you should take measures to ascertain with as much accuracy as possible the strength,
position, and intentions of the rebel forces in Texas and Western Arkansas, and communicate the same to
these headquarters.

Respectfully, your obedient servant,

JAS. G. BLUNT, Brigadier-General, Commanding.

[Enclosure No. 4.]
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HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF KANSAS,
Fort Leavenworth, Kans., July 19, 1862.

Colonel WILLIAM WEER, Commanding Indian Expedition:

COLONEL: Your dispatch of July 12, inclosing letter of John Ross,
Chief of Cherokees, also the documents relative to the intercourse
and alliance of the nation with the so-called Southern Confederacy,
was received this morning. Upon July 12 | sent you a letter of
instructions relative to the policy to be pursued with the Indian
tribes, and on the 14th instant a dispatch* relative to your future
movements, duplicates of which are herewith enclosed. You will
endeavor to hold all the ground that you have obtained occupancy
of, at the same time using every vigilance that your communication
with Fort Scott is not cut off, as it is presumed that Hindman, with a
large rebel force, is between the Arkansas and White Rivers, and

I have reliable information that General Curtis has withdrawn to
Helena, on the Mississippi. Hence you will see that your situation is

rather critical with the small force under your command.
) ) . ) ) ) ) ) Detail of “The Gallant Color Bearer”
In order to maintain your position, if necessity requires it you will by Thomas Nast. LC-USZ62-118937

accept the services of all persons, without reference to color, who

are willing to fight for the American flag and the maintenance of the Federal Government. To such irregular
force you will furnish rations, and provide them with such arms as you may take from the enemy or as can be
procured in the country.

| desire to impress you that the enemy must be met and defeated. It is only in this way that the rebellion can be
crushed and the country saved. You will therefore avail yourself of all and every means to accomplish a
successful result.

Most respectfully, your obedient servant,
JAS. G. BLUNT, Brigadier-General, Commanding Department of Kansas.

[Enclosure No. 5.]
Proclamation to the Cherokee people.

Owing to the momentous state of affairs pending among the people of the several States, |, John Ross,
Principal Chief, hereby issue this my proclamation to the people of the Cherokee Nation, reminding them of the
obligations arising under their treaties with the United States, and urging them to the faithful observance of said
treaties by the maintenance of peace and friendship toward the people of all the States.

The better to obtain these important ends, | earnestly impress upon all my fellow-citizens the propriety of
attending to their ordinary avocations and abstaining from unprofitable discussion of events transpiring in the
State and from partisan demonstrations in regard to the same.

They should not be alarmed by false reports thrown into circulation be designing men, but cultivate harmony
among themselves and observe in good faith strict neutrality between the States threatening civil war. By these
means alone can the Cherokee people hope to maintain their rights unimpaired and to have their own soil and
firesides spared from the baleful effects of a devastating war. There has been no declaration of war between
the opposing parties, and the conflict may yet be averted by compromise or a peaceful separation.

The peculiar circumstances of their condition admonish the Cherokees to the exercise of prudence in regard to
a state of affairs to the existence of which they have in no way contributed; and they should avoid the
performance of any act or the adoption of any policy calculated to destroy or endanger their territorial and civil
rights. By honest adherence to this course they can give no just cause for aggression or invasion nor any
pretext for making their country the scene of military operations, and will be in a situation to claim and retain all
their rights in the final adjustment that will take place between the several States. For these reasons |
earnestly impress upon the Cherokee people the importance of non-interference in the affairs of the people of
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the States and the observance of unswerving neutrality between them.

Trusting that God will not only keep from our own borders the desolations of war, but that He will in infinite
mercy and power stay its ravages among the brotherhood of States.

Given under my hand at the executive office at Park Hill this 17th day of May, 1861.
JNO. ROSS, Principal Chief Cherokee Nation.

[Enclosure No. 6.]

THE STATE OF ARKANSAS, EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, Little Rock, January 29, 1861.
His Excellency JOHN ROSS, Principal Chief Cherokee Nation:

SIR: It may now be regarded as almost certain that the States having slave property within their borders will, in
consequence of repeated Northern aggression, separate themselves and withdraw from the Federal
Government. South Carolina, Alabama, Florida,

Mississippi, Georgia, and Louisiana have

already, by action of the people, assumed this

attitude. Arkansas, Missouri, Tennessee,

Kentucky, Virginia, North Carolina, and

Maryland will probably pursue the same course

by the 4th of March next.

Your people, in their institutions, productions,
latitude, and natural sympathies, are allied to
the common brotherhood of the slave-holding
States.

Our people and yours are natural allies in war
and friends in peace.

Your country is salubrious and fertile, and
possesses the highest capacity for future
progress and development by the application of
slave labor.

Besides this, the contiguity of our territory with
yours induces relations of so intimate a
character as to preclude the idea of discordant
or separate action.

; ; ; 1862 cartoon — “Lincoln’s Last Warning: ‘Now, if you don’t come down,
Itis well eStab“Sh_ed that the Indian C_Ountry_ I'll cut the Tree Islavervl from under vou.” LC-USZ62-48218
west of Arkansas is looked to by the incoming
administration of Mr. Lincoln as fruitful fields, ripe for the harvest of abolitionism, free-soilers, and Northern
mountebanks.

We hope to find in your friends willing to co-operate with the South in defense of her institutions, her honor,
and her firesides, and with whom the slave-holding States are willing to share a common future, and afford
protection commensurate with your exposed condition and your subsisting monetary interests with the General
Government.

As a direct means of expressing to you these sentiments | have dispatched to you my aide-de-camp,
Lieutenant Colonel J. J. Gaines, to confer with you confidentially upon the subjects and to report to me any
expressions of kindness and confidence that you may see proper to communicate to the Governor of
Arkansas, who is your friend and the friend of you people.

Respectfully, your obedient servant,
H. M. RECTOR, Governor of Arkansas.

Civil War Preservation Trust Gifted Module: Character and Leadership During the Civil War * www.civilwar.org * John Ross



Civil War Preservation Trust — Civil War Figures as Examples of Character and Leadership page 29

[Enclosure No. 7.]

TAHLEQUAH, CHEROKEE NATION, February 22, 1861.
His Excellency HENRY M. RECTOR, Governor of Arkansas:

SIR: | have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of Your Excellency's communication of the 29th ultimo, per
your aide-de-camp, Lieutenant Colonel J. J. Gaines.

The Cherokees cannot but feel a deep regret and solicitude for the unhappy differences which at present
disturb the peace and quietude of the several Sates, especially when it is understood that some of the slave
States have already separated themselves and withdrawn from the Federal Government and that it is probable
others will also pursue the same course.

But may we not yet hope and trust in the dispensation of Divine power to overrule the discordant elements for
good, and that, by the counsel of the wisdom, virtue, and patriotism of the land, measures may happily be
adopted for the restoration of peace and harmony among the brotherhood of States within the Federal Union.

The relations which the Cherokee people sustain toward their white brethren have been established by
subsisting treaties with the United States Government, and by them they have placed themselves under the
"protection of the United States and of no other sovereign whatever." They are bound to hold no treaty with any
foreign power, or with any individual State, nor with citizens of any State. On the other hand, the faith of the
United States is solemnly pledged to the Cherokee Nation for the protection of the right title in the lands,
conveyed to them by patent, within their territorial boundaries, as also for protection of all other of their national
and individual rights and interests of person and property. Thus the Cherokee people are inviolably allied with
their white brethren of the United States in war and friends in peace. Their institution, locality, and natural
sympathies are unequivocally with the slave-holding States. And the contiguity of our territory to your State, in
connection with the daily, social, and commercial intercourse between our respective citizens, forbids the idea
that they should ever be otherwise

than steadfast friends.

| am surprised to be informed by Your

Excellency that "it is well established

that the Indian country west of

Arkansas is looked to by the incoming

administration of Mr. Lincoln as fruitful

fields ripe for the harvest of

abolitionism, free-soilers, and Northern

mountebanks.” As | am sure that the

laborers will be greatly disappointed if

they shall expect in the Cherokee

country "“fruitful fields ripe for the Confederate money depicting slavery. LC-USZ62-110272
harvest of abolitionism," &c., you may

rest assured that the Cherokee people will never tolerate the propagation of any such obnoxious fruit upon
their soil.

And in conclusion | have the honor to reciprocate the salutations of friendship.
I am, sir, very respectfully, Your Excellency's obedient servant,

JNO. ROSS, Principal Chief Cherokee Nation.
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[Enclosure No. 8.]

HEADQUARTERS, Fort Smith, May 15, 1861.

Hon. JOHN ROSS, Principal Chief Cherokee Nation:

SIR: Information has reached this post to the effect that Senator Lane, of Kansas, is now in that State raising
troops to operate on the western borders of Missouri and Arkansas. As it is of the utmost importance that those
entrusted with the defense of the western frontier of this State should understand the position of the Indian
tribes through whose territory the enemy is likely to pass, | feel it to be my duty, as commanding officer at this
post, and in that capacity representing the State of Arkansas and the Southern Confederacy, of which she is a
member, respectfully to ask if it is your intention to adhere to the United States Government during the pending
conflict or if you mean to support the Government of the Southern Confederacy; and also whether in your
opinion the Cherokee people will resist or will aid the Southern troops in resisting any such attempt to invade
the soil of Arkansas, or if, on the other hand, you think there is any probability of their aiding the United States
forces in executing their hostile design?

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your most obedient servant,
J. R. KANNADY, Lieutenant-Colonel, Commanding Fort Smith.

[Enclosure No. 9.]

PARK HILL, CHEROKEE NATION, May 17, 1861.
J. R. KANNADY, Lieutenant-Colonel, Commanding Fort Smith, Ark.:

SIR: | have had the honor to receive from John B. Luce, Esq., your

communication of the 15th instant, apprising me that "information

had reached Fort Smith to the effect that Senator Lane, of Kansas,

is now in that State raising troops to operate on the western borders

of Missouri and Arkansas." and also asking whether "it is your (my)

intention to adhere to the United States Government during the

pending conflict," of "if your (I) mean to support the Government of

the Southern Confederacy;" and also "whether in your (my) opinion

the Cherokee people will resist or will aid the Southern troops in

resisting any such attempts to invade the soil of Arkansas;" or "if, on

the other hand, you (1) think there is any probability of their aiding Albert C. Le?_'cCBI[GOf fheb7§5§ggsa5 Cavalry.
the United States forces in executing their hostile designs." “oIenRy:

In reply to these inquiries | have the honor to say that our rights of soil, of person, and of property, and our
relation generally to the people and Government of the United States were defined by treaties with the United
States Government prior to the present condition of affairs. By those treaties relations of amity and reciprocal
rights and obligations were established between the Cherokee Nation and the Government of those States.
Those relations still exist. The Cherokees have properly taken no part in the present deplorable state of affairs,
but have wisely remained quiet. They have done nothing to impair their rights or to disturb the cordial
friendship between them and their white brothers. Weak, defenseless, and scattered over a large section of
country, in the peaceful of agricultural life, without hostility to any State and with friendly feelings toward all,
they hope to be allowed to remain so, under the solemn conviction that they should not be called upon to
participate in the threatened fratricidal war between the "United" and the "Confederate" States, and that
persons gallantly tenacious of their own rights will respect those of others. If the pending conflict were with a
foreign foe the Cherokees, as they have done in time past, would not hesitate to lend their humble co-
operation. But under existing circumstances my wish, advice, and hope are that we shall be allowed to remain
strictly neutral. Our interests all center in peace. We do not wish to forfeit or to incur the hostility of any police,
and least of all of the people of Arkansas, with whom our relations are so numerous and intimate. We do not
wish our soil to become the battle ground between the States and our homes to be rendered desolate and
miserable by the horrors of a civil war.

Civil War Preservation Trust Gifted Module: Character and Leadership During the Civil War * www.civilwar.org * John Ross



Civil War Preservation Trust — Civil War Figures as Examples of Character and Leadership page 31

If such war should not be averted yet by some unforeseen
agency, but shall occur, my own position will be to take no part
in it whatever, and to urge the like course upon the Cherokee
people, by whom, in my opinion, it will be adopted. We hope
that all military movements whether from the North or the
South, will be outside of our limits, and that no apprehension
of a want of sincere friendship on our part will be cherished
anywhere, and least of all by the people of your State.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient
servant,
JNO. ROSS, Principal Chief Cherokee Nation.

P. S.- I enclose you herewith copies of a correspondence
between certain gentlemen of Boonsborough, Ark., and
myself, for your information.

[Enclosure No. 10.]
BOONSBOROUGH, ARK., May 9, 1861.
Detail of Confederate sheet music from 1861.

Hon. JOHN ROSS: LC-USZC2-3767

DEAR SIR: The momentous issue that now engrosses the

attention of the American people cannot but have elicited your interest and attention as well as ours. The
unfortunate resort of an arbitrament of arms seems now to be the only alternative. Our State has of necessity
to co-operate with her natural allies, the Southern States. It is now only a question of North and South, and the
"hardest must fend off." we expect manfully to bear our part of the privations and sacrifices which the time
require of Southern people.

This being our attitude in this great contest, it is natural for us to desire, and we think we may say we have a
right, to know what position will be taken by those who may greatly conduce to our interests as friends or to our
injury as enemies. Not knowing your political status in this present contest as the head of the Cherokee Nation,
we request you to inform us by letter, at your earliest convenience, whether you will co-operate with the
Northern or Southern section, now so unhappily and hopelessly divided. We earnestly hope to find in you and
your people true allies and active friends; but if, unfortunately, you prefer to retain your connection with the
Northern Government and give them aid and comfort, we want to know that, as we prefer an open enemy to a
doubtful friend.

With considerations of high regard, we are, your obedient servant,

MARK BEAN W. B. WELCH, E. W. MACCLURE, JOHN SPENCER,
J. A. McCOLLOCH, J. M. LACY, J. P. CARNAHAN,
And many others.

[Enclosure No. 14.]
PARK HILL, CHEROKEE NATION, May 18, 1861.

GENTLEMEN: Your letter of the 9th instant has been received. Personal indisposition and the press of official
business and correspondence will account to your satisfactory, | hope, for my delay in acknowledging it.

You are right in supposing that both my attention and interest have been elicited by the momentous issues to
which you refer. Since the receipt of your communication | have been addressed in relation to the same
subject by Lieutenant-Colonel Kannady, commanding at Fort Smith, and | beg you to accept of the enclosed
copy of my reply to him as a response to yourselves; also as to the position which | occupy in regard to the
objects of your inquiry. A residence of more than twenty years in your immediate vicinity can leave no room for
doubt as to my friendship for the people of Arkansas; but if you might desire us to be, you will not surely regard
us as an enemy.
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You are fully aware of the peculiar circumstances of our condition, and will not expect us to destroy our
national and individual rights and bring around our hearth-stones the horrors and desolations of civil war
prematurely and unnecessarily. | am - the Cherokees are - your friends and the friends of your people, but we
do not with to be brought into the feuds between yourselves and your Northern brethren. Our wish is for peace,
peace at home and peace among you. We will not disturb it is it now exists, nor interfere with the rights of the
people of the States anywhere. War is more prospective than real. It has not been declared by the United or
Confederate States. It may not be. | most devoutly hope it might not be. Your difficulties may be ended soon by
compromise or peaceful separation. What will then be our situation if we how abrogate our rights, when no one
else is or can just now be bound for them? All these questions present themselves to us and constrain us to
avow a position of strict neutrality. That position | shall endeavor honestly to maintain. The Cherokee Nation
will not interfere with you right nor invade your soil, nor will I doubt that the people of Arkansas and other
States will be alike just toward the Cherokee people.

With my best for you personally, | have the honor to be, very respectfully, your friend and obedient servant,
JNO. ROSS, Principal Chief Cherokee Nation.

Messrs. MARK BEAN, W. B. WELCH, E. W. MacCLURE, JOHN SPENCER, J. A. McCOLLOCH, JOHN M.
LACY, J. P. CARNAHAN, and others.

[Enclosure No. 12.]
HEADQUARTERS McCULLOCH'S BRIGADE, Ft. Smith, Ark., June 12, 1861.
His Excellency JOHN ROSS, Chief of the Cherokee Nation:

SIR: Having been sent by my Government (the Confederate States of
America) to take command of the district embracing the Indian Territory
and to guard it from invasion by the people of the North, | take the first
opportunity of assuring you of the friendship of my Government, and the
desire that the Cherokees and other tribes in the Territory unite their
fortunes with the Confederacy. | hope that you as Chief of the Cherokees,
will meet with the same feelings of friendship that actuate me in coming
among you, and that | may have your hearty co-operation in our common
cause against a people who are endeavoring to deprive us of our rights.

It is not my desire to give offense or interfere with any of your rights or

wishes, and shall not do so unless circumstances compel me. The neutral

position you with to maintain will not be violated without good cause. In

the mean time those of your who are in favor of joining the Confederacy

must be allowed to organize into military companies as home guards, for

the purpose of defending themselves in case of invasion from the North.

This of course will be in accordance with the views you expressed to me,

that in case of an invasion from the North you would lead your men to McCulloch. LC-DIG-cwpb-07505
repel it.

Should a body of men march into your Territory from the North, or if | have an intimation that a body is in line of
march for the Territory from that quarter, | must assure you that | will at once advance into your country if |
deem it advisable.

I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant,
BEN. McCULLOCH, Brigadier-General, Commanding.
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[Enclosure No. 13.]
EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, Park Hill, June 17, 1861.

Brigadier General BEN. McCULLOCH,
Commanding Troops of Confederate States, Fort Smith, Ark.:

SIR: I have the honor to acknowledge by the first return mail the receipt of
your communication dated at Fort Smith, Ark., the 12th instant, informing me
that you have been sent by the Government of the Confederate States of
America to take command of the district embracing the Indian Territory and to
guard it from invasion by the people of the North.

For the expression of your friendship be pleased to accept my heartfelt

thanks and the assurance that | cherish none other than a similar sentiment for yourself and people; am also
gratified to be informed that you will not interfere with any of our rights and wishes unless circumstances
compel you to do so, nor violate or molest our neutrality without good cause.

In regard to the pending conflict between the United States and the Confederate States | have already signified
my purpose to take no part in it whatever, and have admonished the Cherokee people to pursue the same
course. The determination to that course was the result of consideration of law and policy and seeing no
reason to doubt its propriety, | shall adhere to it in good faith, and hope that the Cherokee people will not fail to
follow my example. | have not been able to see any reason why the Cherokee Nation should take any other
course, for it seems to me to be dictated by their treaties and sanctioned by wisdom and humanity. It ought not
give ground for complaint to either side, and should cause our right to be respected by both. Our country and
institutions are our own. However small the one or humble the others, they are as sacred and valuable to us as
are those of your own populous and wealthy State to yourself and your people. We have done nothing to bring
about the conflict in which you are engaged with your own people, and | am that my people shall become its
victims. | am determined to do no act that shall furnish any pretext to either of the contending parties to overrun
our country and destroy our rights. If we are destined to be overwhelmed, it shall not be through any agency of
mine. The United States are pledged not to disturb us in our rights, nor can we suppose for a moment that your
Government will do it, as the avowed principle upon which it is struggling for an acknowledged existence is the
rights of the States and freedom from outside interference.

The Cherokee people and Government have given every assurance in their power of their sympathy and
friendship for the people of Arkansas and of other Confederate States, unless it be in not voluntarily assuming
an attitude of hostility toward the Government of the United States, with whom their treaties exist and from
whom they are not experiencing any new burdens or exactions. That | cannot advise them to do, and hope that
their good faith in adhering to the requirements of their treaties and of their friendship for all the whites will be
manifested by strict observance of the neutrality enjoined.

Your demand that those people of the nation who are in favor of joining the Confederacy be allowed to
organize into military companies as home guards for the purpose of defending themselves in case of invasion
from the North is most respectfully declined. | cannot give my consent to any such organization for very
obvious reasons:

1st. It would be a palpable violation of my position as a neutral.

2nd. It will place in our midst organized companies not authorized by our laws, but in violation of treaty, and
who would soon become efficient instruments in stirring up domestic strife and creating internal difficulties
among the Cherokee people.

As in this connection you have misapprehended a remark which | made in conversation at our interview some
eight or ten days ago, | hope you will allow me to repeat what | did say. | informed you that | had taken a
neutral position and would maintain it honestly, but that in case of a foreign invasion old as | am | would assist
in repelling it. | have not signified any purpose as to an invasion of our soil and interference with our rights from
the United States or Confederate States, because | have apprehended none and cannot give consent to any.

I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant,
JNO. ROSS, Principal Chief Cherokee Nation.
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[Enclosure No. 14.]
FORT SMITH, June 12, 1861.

Hon. JOHN ROSS, Principal Chief Cherokee Nation,
Brigadier General BEN. McCULLOCH, Commanding Troops of Confederate States,* Fort Smith, Ark.:

SIR: As Commissioner of Indian Affairs of the Confederate States it was my
intention to have called upon you and consulted as to the mutual interests of our
people. Sickness has put it out of my power to travel, and those interests require
immediate consideration, and therefore | have determined to write, and make
what | think a plan statement of the case for your consideration, which | think
stands thus: If we succeed in the South - succeed in this controversy, and | have
no doubt of the fact, for we are daily gaining friends among the powers of
Europe, and our people are arming with unanimity ever seen in the world before -
then your lands, your slaves, and your separate nationality are secured and
made perpetual, and in addition nearly all your debts are in Southern bonds, and
these we will also secure. If the North succeeds you will most certainly lose all.
First your slaves they will take from you; that is one object of the war, to enable
them to abolish slavery in such manner and at such time as they choose.
Another, and perhaps the chief cause, is to get upon your rich lands and settle
their squatters, who do not like to settle in slave States. They will settle upon your
lands as fast as they choose, and the Northern people will force their
Government to allow it. It is true they may volley people small reserves - they
give chiefs pretty large ones - but they will settle among your, overshadow you,
and totally destroy the power of your chiefs and your nationality, and then trade
your people out of the residence of their lands. Go North among the once
powerful tribes of that country and see if you can find Indians living and enjoying
power and property and liberty as do your people and the neighboring tribes from
the South. If you can, then say | am a liar, and the Northern States have been
better to the Indian than the Southern States. If you are obliged to admit the truth
of what | say, then join us and preserve your people, their slaves, their vast
LC-USZ62-110272 possession in lands, and their nationality.

Another consideration is your debts, annuities, &c., school funds due you. Nearly all are in bonds of Southern
States and held by the Government at Washington, and these debts are nearly all forfeited already by the act
of war made upon the States by that Government. These we will secure you beyond question if you join us. If
you join the North they are forever forfeited, and you have no right to believe that the Northern people would
vote to pay you this forfeited debt. Admit that there may be some danger; take which side you may, I think the
danger tenfold greater to the Cherokee people if they take sides against us than for us. Neutrality will scarcely
be possible. As long as your people retain their national character your country cannot be abolitionized, and it
is our interest therefore that you should hold your possession in perpetuity.

I have the honor to be, respectfully, &c., your obedient servant,
DAVID HUBBARD, Commissioner of Indian Affairs.

[Enclosure No. 15.]

EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, CHEROKEE NATION, Part Hill, June 17, 1861.

Honorable DAVID HUBBARD, Com. Indian Affairs Confederate States, Fort Smith, Ark.:

SIR: Your communication dated at Fort Smith, 12th instant, has been received. The questions presented by

you are of grave importance, and | have given them the best consideration | am capable. As the result of my
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deliberation allow me to say, with the highest respect for the Government you represent, that | feel constrained
to adhere to the line of policy which | have heretofore pursued, and take no part in the unfortunate war
between the United States and Confederate States of America.

When you were one, happy, prosperous, and friendly, as the United States, our treaties were made from time
to time with your Government. Those treaties are contemporaneous with that Government, extending from the
Confederacy of the United States previous to the adoption of the Constitution down to the present time. The
first of them was negotiated at Hopewell in 1785 and the last at Washington in 1846. Some of them were the
result of choice, others of necessity. By their operation the Cherokees surrendered large and valuable tracts of
lands to the States which compose an important part of your Government. They came to the country now
occupied by them with the assurance from the Government of the United States that it should be their home
and the home of their posterity.

By the treaty of Hopewell the Cherokees placed themselves under the protection of the United State of
America and of no other sovereign whatever. By the Treaty of Holston, 1791, the stipulation quoted was
renewed and extended so as to declare that-

The Cherokee Nation will not hold any treaty with any foreign power, individual State, or with individuals of any
State.

This stipulation has not been abrogated, and its binding force on the Cherokee Nation is as strong and
imperative now as at any time since its adoption. | feel it to be so, and am not willing to disregard it even at the
present time. You are well aware that a violation of its letter and spirit would be tantamount to a declaration of
hostility toward the Government. There is no reason to doubt that it would be viewed in that light and so
treated. There is no reason why we should wantonly assume such attitude and invoke upon our heads and
upon the heads of our children the calamities of war between the United and Confederate States, nor do | think
you should expect us without a sufficient cause. If our institutions, locality, and long years of neighborly
deportment and intercourse do not suffice to assure you of our friendship, no mere instrument of parchment
can do it. We have not cause to doubt the entire good faith with which you would treat the Cherokee people;
but neither have we any to make war against the United States, or to believe that our treaties will not be
fulfilled and respected by that Government. At all events a decent regard to good faith demands that we should
not be the first to violate them.

It is not the province of the Cherokees to determine the character of the conflict going on the States. It is their
duty to keep themselves, if possible, disentangled, and afford no grounds to either party to interfere with their
rights. The obligations of every character, pecuniary and otherwise, which existed prior to the present state of
affairs between the Cherokee Nation and the Government, are equally valid now as then. If the Government
owes us, | do not believe it will repudiate its debts. If States embraced in the Confederacy owe us, | do not
believe they will repudiate their debts. | consider our annuity safe in either contingency.

A comparison of Northern and Southern philanthropy,
as illustrated in their dealings toward the Indians
within their respective limits, would not effect the
merits of the question now under consideration,
which is simply one of duty under existing
circumstances. | therefore pass it over, merely
A political game of tug-of-war. remarking that the "settled policy" of former years
was a favorite one with both section when extended
to the acquisition of Indian lands, and that but few Indians now press their feet upon the banks of either the
Ohio or the Tennessee. The conflict in which you are engaged will possibly be brought to a close by some
satisfactory arrangement or other before proceeding to very active hostilities. If you remain as one government
our relations will continue unchanged; if you separate into two governments upon the sectional line we will be
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connected with yous; if left to the uncertain arbitrament of the sword the party holding, succeeding to the reins of
the General Government, will be responsible to us for the obligations resting upon it.

| have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant,
JNO. ROSS, Principal Chief Cherokee Nation.

[Enclosure No. 16.]

Whereas we the Cherokee people have been invited by the Execution of the Cherokee Nation, in compliance
with the request of many citizens, to meet in general meeting, for the purpose of drawing more closely the
bonds of friendship and sympathy which should characterize our conduct and mark our feelings toward each
other in view of the difficulties and dangers which have arisen from the fearful condition of affairs among the
people of the several States, and for the purpose of giving a free and frank expression of the real sentiments
we cherish toward each other and our true position in regard to questions which affect the general welfare, and
particularly on that of the subject of slavery: Wherefore,

Be it hereby resolved, That we fully approve the neutrality recommended by the Principal Chief in the war
pending between the United and Confederate States and to General McCulloch our thanks for the respect he
has shown for our position.

Resolved, That we renew the pledges given by the Executive of this nation of the friendship of the Cherokees
toward the people of all the States, and particularly toward those on our immediate border, with whom our
relations have been harmonious and cordial, and from whom they should not be separated.

Resolved, That we also take occasion to renew to the Creeks, Choctaws, Seminoles, Chickasaws, and
Osages assurances of continued friendship and brotherly feeling.

Resolved, That we hereby disavow any wish or purpose to create or perpetuate any distinction between the
citizens of our country as to the full and mixed blood, but regard each and all as our brothers, and entitled to
equal rights and privileges, according to the constitution and laws, of the nation.

Resolved, That we proclaim an unwavering attachment to the constitution and laws of the Cherokee Nation,
and solemnly pledge ourselves to defend and support the same, and as far as in us lies to secure to the
citizens of this nation all the rights and privileges which they guarantee to them.

Resolved, That among the rights guaranteed by the constitution and laws we distinctly recognize that of
property in negro slaves, and hereby publicly denounce as calumniators those who represents us as
Abolitionists, and as a consequence hostile to the South, which is both the land of our birth and the land of our
homes.

Resolved, That the great consideration with that nationality - and to defend our lives and integrity hereby
pledge ourselves to mutually sustain our Cherokee people - should be a united and harmonious support and
defense of their common rights and of our homes and soil, whenever the same shall be wantonly assailed by
lawless marauders.

Resolved, That reposing full confidence in the
constituted authorities of the Cherokee Nation we
submit to their wisdom the management of all
guestion which affect our interests growing out of
the exigencies of the relations between the
United and Confederate States of America, and
which may render an alliance on our part with the
latter States expedient and desirable.

And which resolutions, upon the question of their
passage being put, were carried by acclamation.

Tahlequah, C. N., August 21, 1861. The more-than-modest Ridge homestead. National Park Service.
JOSEPH VANN, President.

W. P. ROSS, Secretary.
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[Enclosure No. 17.]
Message of the Principal Chief of the Cherokee Nati  on.

The National Committee and Council in National Council convened:

FRIENDS AND FELLOW-CITIZENS: Since the last meeting of the National Council events have occurred that
will occupy a prominent place in the history of the world. The United States have been dissolved and two
governments now exist. Twelve of the States composing the late Union have erected themselves into a
government under the style of the Confederate States of America, and, as you know, are now engaged in a
war for their independence. The contest thus far has been attended with success almost uninterrupted on their
side and marked by brilliant victories. Of its final result there seems to be no ground for a reasonable doubt.
The unanimity and devotion of the people of the Confederate States must sooner or later secure their success
over all opposition and result in the establishment of their independence and recognition of it by the other
nations of the earth.

At the beginning of the conflict | felt that the interests of the Cherokee people would be best maintained by
remaining quiet and not involving themselves in it prematurely. Our relations had long existed with the United
States Government and bound us to observe amity and peace alike with all the States. Neutrality was proper
and wise so long as there remained a reasonable probability that the difficulty between the two sections of the
Union would be settled, as a different course would have placed all our rights in jeopardy and might have led to
the sacrifice of the people. But when there was no longer any reason to believe that the Union of the States
would be continued there was no cause to hesitate as to the course the Cherokee Nation should pursue. Our
geographical position and domestic institution allied us to the South, while the developments daily made in our
vicinity and as to the purposes of the war waged against the Confederate States clearly pointed out the path of
interest.

These considerations produced unanimity of sentiment among the people as to the policy to be adopted by the
Cherokee Nation, which was clearly expressed in their general meeting held at Tahlequah on the 21st of
August last. A copy of the proceedings of that meeting is submitted for your information.

In accordance with the declarations embodied in the resolutions then adopted the Executive Council deemed it

proper to exercise the authority conferred upon them by the people there assembled. Messengers were

dispatched to General Albert Pike, the distinguished Indian Commissioner of the Confederate States, who,
having negotiated treaties with the neighboring Indian nations, was then
establishing relations between his Government and the Comanches and other
Indians in the Southwest, who bore a copy of the proceedings of the meeting
referred to, and a letter from the executive authorities, proposing on behalf of the
nation to enter into a treaty of alliance, defensive and offensive, with the
Confederate States.

In the exercise of the same general authority, and to be ready as far as
practicable to meet any emergency that might spring up on our northern border, it
was thought proper to raise a regiment of mounted men and tender its services
to General McCulloch. The people responded with alacrity to the call, and it is
believed the regiment will be found with alacrity to the call, and it is believed the
regiment will be found as efficient as any other like number of men. It is now in
the service of the Confederate States for the purpose of aiding in defending their
homes and the common rights of the Indian nations about us. This regiment is
composed of ten full companies, with two reserve companies, and, in addition to
Confed. Col. Douglas Cooper. . . . . .
LC-USZ62-134004. Cooper & the force previously authorized to be raised to operate outside of the nation by
Col. James Mclntosh set out to General McCulloch, will show that the Cherokee people are ready to do all in

pconsolidate” loyal Native| their power in defense of the Confederate cause, which has now become their
battles of Chustenahlah. own. And it is to be hoped that our people will spare no means to sustain them,
Chusto-Talasah, and loyal but contribute liberally to supply any want of comfortable clothing for the

Muscogee Creek Chief

Opothleyahola, approaching season.
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In years long since past our ancestors met undaunted those who would
invade their mountain homes beyond the Mississippi. Let not their
descendants of the present day be found unworthy of them, or unable to
stand by the chivalrous men of the South by whose side they may be called
to fight in self-defense. The Cherokee people do not desire to be involved in
war, but self-preservation fully justifies them in the course they have adopted,
and they will be recreant to themselves if they should not sustain it to the
utmost of their humble abilities.

A treaty with the Confederate States has been entered into and is now U-Turn

submitted for your ratification. In view of the circumstances by which we are A Sudden U-Turn
surrounded and the provisions of the treaty it will be found to be the most

important ever negotiated on behalf of the Cherokee Nation, and will mark a new era in its history. Without
attempting a recapitulation of all its provisions, some of its distinguishing features may be briefly enumerated.

The relations of the Cherokee Nation are changed from the United to the Confederate States, with guarantees
of protection and recognition in future negotiations only of its constitutional authorities. The metes and
boundaries, as defined by patent from the United States, are continued, and a guarantee given for the neutral
land or a fair consideration in case it should be lost by war or negotiation, and an advance thereon to pay the
national debt and to meet other contingencies. The payment of all our annuities and the security of all our
investments are provided for. The jurisdiction of the Cherokee courts over all members of the nation, whether
by birth, marriage, or adoption, is recognized.

Our title to our lands is placed beyond dispute. Our relations with the Confederate States is that of a ward;
theirs to us that of a protectorate, with powers restricted. The district court, with a limited civil and criminal
jurisdiction, is admitted into the country instead of being located in Van Buren, as was the United States court.
This is perhaps one of the most important provisions of the treaty, and secures to our own citizens the great
constitutional right of trial by a jury of their vicinage, and releases them from the petty abuses and vexations of
the old system, before a foreign jury and in a foreign country. It gives us a Delegate in Congress on the same
footing with Delegates from the Territories, by which our interests can be represented; a right which has long
been withheld from the nation and which has imposed upon it a large expense and great injustice. It also
contains reasonable stipulation in regard to the appointing powers of the agent and in regard to licensed
traders. The Cherokee Nation may be called upon to furnish troops for the defense of the Indian country, but is
never to be taxed for the support of any war in which the States may be engaged.

The Cherokee people stand upon new ground. Let us hope that the clouds which overspread the land will be
dispersed and that we shall prosper as we have never before done. New avenues to usefulness and distinction
will be opened to the ingenuous youth of the country. Our rights of self-government will be more fully
recognized, and our citizens be no longer dragged off upon flimsy pretexts, to be imprisoned and tried before
distant tribunals. No just cause exists for domestic difficulties. Let them be buried with the past and only mutual
friendship and harmony be cherished.

Our relations with the neighboring tribes are of the most friendly character. Let us see that the while path which
leads from our country to theirs be obstructed by no act of ours, and that it be open to all those with whom we
may be brought into intercourse.

Amid the excitement of the times it is to be hoped that the interests of education will not be allowed to suffer
and that no interruption be brought into the usual operations of the government. Let all its officers continue to
discharge their appropriate duties.

As the services of some of your members may be required elsewhere and all unnecessary expense should be
avoided, | respectfully recommend that the business of the session be promptly discharged.

JNO. ROSS. EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT,
Tahlequah, N. C., October 9, 1861.
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[Enclosure Number 18.]
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When circumstances beyond their control compel one people to sever the ties which have long existed
between them and another state or confederacy, and to contract new alliances and establish new relations for
the security of their rights and liberties, it is fit that they should publicly declare the reasons by which their
action is justified.

The Cherokee people had its origin in the South; its institutions are similar to those of the Southern States, and
their interests identical with theirs. Long since it accepted the protection of the United States of America,
contracted with them treaties of alliance and friendship, and allowed themselves to be to a great extent
governed by their laws.

In peace and war they have been faithful to their engagements with the United States. With much of hardship
and injustice to complain of, they resorted to no other means than solicitation and argument to obtain redress.
Loyal and obedient to the laws and the stipulations of their treaties, they served under the flag of the United
States, shared the common dangers, and were entitled to a share in the common glory, to gain which their
blood was freely shed on the battle-field.

When the dissensions between the Southern and Northern States culminated in a separation of State after
States from the Union they watched the progress of events with anxiety and consternation. While their
institutions and the contiguity of their territory to the States of necessarily their own cause, their treaties had
been made with the United States, and they felt the utmost reluctance even in appearance to violate their
engagements or set at naught the obligations of good faith.

Conscious that they were a people few in numbers compared with either of the contending parties, and that
their country might with no considerable force be easily overrun and devastated and desolation and ruin be the
result if they took up arms for either side, their authorities determined that no other course was consistent with
the dictates of prudence or could secure the safety of their people and immunity from the horrors of a war
waged by an invading enemy than a strict neutrality, and in this decision they were sustained by a majority of
the nation.

That policy was accordingly adopted and faithfully adhered to. Early in the month of June of the present year
the authorities of the nation declined to enter into negotiations for an alliance with the Confederate States, and
protested against the occupation of the Cherokee country by their troops, or any other violation of their
neutrality. No act was allowed that could be construed by the United States to be a violation of the faith of
treaties.

But Providence rules the destinies of nations, and events, by inexorable necessity, overrule human resolutions.
The number of the Confederate States has increased to eleven, and their Government is firmly established and
consolidated. Maintaining in the field an army of 200,000 men, the war became for them but a succession of
victories. Disclaiming any intention to invade the Northern States, they sought only to repel invaders from their
own soil and to secure the right of governing themselves. They claimed only the privilege asserted by the
Declaration of American Independence, and on which the right of the Northern States themselves to self-
government is founded, of altering their form of government when it became no longer tolerable and
establishing new forms for the security of their liberties.
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Throughout the Confederate States we saw this great revolution effected without violence or the suspension of
the laws or the closing of the courts. The military power was nowhere placed above the civil authorities. None
were seized and imprisoned at the mandate of arbitrary power. All division among the people disappeared, and
the determination became unanimous that there should never again be any union with the Northern States.
Almost as one man all who were able to bear arms rushed to the defense of an invaded country, and nowhere
has it been found necessary to compel men to serve or to enlist mercenaries by the offer of extraordinary
bounties.

But in the Northern States the Cherokee
people saw with alarm a violated Constitution,
all civil liberty put in peril, and all the rules of
civilized warfare and the dictates of common
humanity and decency unhesitatingly
disregarded. In States which still adhered to
the Union a military despotism has displaced
the civil power and the laws became silent
amid arms. Free speech and almost free
thought became a crime. The right to the writ
of habeas corpus, guaranteed by the
Constitution, disappeared at the nod of a
Secretary or a general of the lowest grade.
The mandate of the Chief Justice of the
Supreme Court was set at naught by the
military power, and this outrage on common
right approved by a President sworn to
support the Constitution. War on the largest
scale was waged, and the immense bodies of
troops called into the field in the absence of
any law warranting it under the pretense of
suppressing unlawful combination of men.
The humanities of war, which even barbarians
respect, were no longer thought worthy to be
observed. Foreign mercenaries and the scum
of cities and the inmates of prisons were
enlisted and organized into regiments and
brigades and sent into Southern States to aid
in subjugating a people struggling for
freedom, to burn, to plunder, and to commit
the basest of outrages on women; while the
heels of armed tyranny rod upon the necks of
Maryland and Missouri, and men of the
highest character and position were incarcerated upon suspicion and without process of law in jails, in forts,
and in prison-ships, and even women were imprisoned by the arbitrary order of a President and Cabinet
ministers; while the press ceased to be free, the publication of newspapers was suspended and their issues
seized and destroyed; the officers and men taken prisoners in battle were allowed to remain in captivity by the
refusal of their Government to consent to an exchange of prisoners; as they had left their dead on more than
one field of battle that had witnessed their defeat to be buried and their wounded to be cared for by Southern
hands.

“A. Lincoln and H. Hamlin: Free Territory for a Free People.” LC-USZ62-90709

Whatever causes the Cherokee people may have had in the past to complain of some of the Southern States,
they cannot but feel that their interests and their destiny are inseparably connected with those of the South.
The war now raging is a war of Northern cupidity and fanaticism against the institution of African servitude;
against the commercial freedom of the South, and against the political freedom of the States, and its objects
are to annihilate the sovereignty of those States and utterly change the nature of the General Government.
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The Cherokee people and their neighbors were warned before the war commenced that the first object of the
party which now holds the powers of government of the United States would be to annual the institution of
slavery in the whole Indian country, and make it what they term free territory and after a time a free State; and
they have been also warned by the fate which has befallen those of their race in Kansas, Nebraska, and
Oregon that at no distant day they too would be compelled to surrender their country at the demand of
Northern rapacity, and be content with an extinct nationality, and with reserves of limited extent for individuals,
of which their people would soon be despoiled by speculators, if not plundered unscrupulously by the State.

Urged by these considerations, the Cherokees, long divided in opinion, became unanimous, and like their
brethren, the Creeks, Seminoles, Choctaws, and Chickasaws, determined, by the undivided voice of a General
Convention of all the people, held at Tahlequah, on the 21st day of Augusta, in the present year, to make
common cause with the South and share its fortunes.

In now carrying this resolution into effect and consummating a treaty of alliance and friendship with the
Confederate States of America the Cherokee people declares that it has been faithful and loyal to its
engagements with the United States until, by placing its safety and even its national existence in imminent
peril, those States have released them from those engagements.

Menaced by a great danger, they exercise the inalienable right of self-defense, and declare themselves a free
people, independent of the Northern States of America, and at war with them by their own act. Obeying the
dictates of prudence and providing for the general safety and welfare, confident of the rectitude of their
intentions and true to the obligations of duty and honor, they accept the issue thus forces upon them, unite
their fortunes now and forever with those of the Confederate States, and take up arms for the common cause,
and with entire confidence in the justice of that cause and with a firm reliance upon Divine Providence, will
resolutely abide the consequences.

Tahlequah, C. N., October 28, 1861.

THOMAS PEGG, President National Committee.
JOSHUA ROSS, Clerk National Committee.
Concurred. LACY MOUSE, Speaker of Council.
THOMAS B. WOLFE, Clerk Council.

Approved. JNO. ROSS.

Cherokee Phoenix.
Library of Congress,
Newspapers & Periodicals.
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