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� � � “Stonewall of the West” 
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����  Corporal in 41st Foot British Infantry (while in Ireland),  

Druggist, Merchant and Lawyer after he immigrated to the United States, 
During the Civil War, Colonel Yell Rifles 1st Arkansas Volunteers, then 
Major General, Cleburne’s Brigade, Hardees’s Division, CSA 

 

��	�� �County Cork, Ireland. March 17, 1828 
 

�
���  Franklin, Tennessee. November 30, 1864 
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��� �At age 24, he stood near 6 foot high and 

weighed about 180 pounds. With hair of dark brown, his eyes were gray 
which shaded into blue. They were not the fierce eyes of a carnivorous 
bird, or the tame blue of the Saxon but a combination of the two. His 
nose was long and prominent, his cheekbones high. From wide, heavy 
muscled shoulders, his long arms ended with thin hands and long fingers 
(Nash, 10-11) 
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·  The Confederacy, due to his belief in states’ rights and his exposure to the Irish independence movement (Irish self-
government, not oppression by Britain) (Joslyn 8). 

 

·  The people of Helena, Arkansas, who adopted him as one of their own.   He became a prominent figure in Helena. 
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·  Defense of Missionary Ridge and protection of The Army of 
Tennessee as it retreated from Chattanooga,  
November 23 - 27, 1863  
 

·  His recommendation to free slaves to fight for the Confederacy, 
which was not well received and caused him to be passed up for 
promotion several times. 
 

·  Known as “Stonewall of the West” for his stubbornness and skill in 
battle 
 

·  His cool and calm manner in the midst of battle. 
 

·  His sympathy for the common soldier, drawn from his own 
experiences as a foot soldier 
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·  He loved to read, especially poetry, biography and history. 
 

·  His family called him “Ronayne”, not “Patrick” (Joslyn 1-7). 
 

·  His mother died when he was 18 months old.  His father remarried – to the neighbor who was the children’s tutor.  
When Cleburne’s was 15 his father died (Joslyn 1-7).  He became an apprentice to Dr. Thomas Justice.  He didn’t 
want to be a doctor, but since his father was a doctor he complied with his father’s wishes (Joslyn 7). 

 

·  His family lived on an estate named “Grange” –bones of soldiers killed in the Jacobite War were uncovered there 
(Joslyn 5-6).  Learn about the Jacobite War here:  www.triskelle.eu/history/williamitewar.php?index=060.049  
 

Gen. Cleburne.  
LC-USZ62-107446 

Waud sketch of the Battle of Missionary Ridge.  
LC-USZC4-5681 
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·  He joined the British army (41st Foot) because he failed his entrance exam at Trinity College and felt unable to face 
his family (Ambrose 17, Joslyn 10-13). 
 

·  The four oldest Cleburne children [William, Anne, Ronayne (Patrick), and Joseph] immigrated to the United States 
because of hardships caused by the Irish Potato Famine.  Cleburne purchased his army discharge for £20.  They left 
Ireland in 1848 (Joslyn 20-22).  The family had a letter of introduction to a friend in New Orleans, but Patrick left the 

group as he wanted to establish himself on his own skills and merits (Ruisi 29).    
 

·  He was annoyed with people who adored Napoleon Bonaparte (Nash 28). 
 

·  Studying English history, the Declaration of Independence and the Constitution of the 
United States helped him make his mind about states’ rights and personal liberties 
(Purdue 30-31).  His exposure to Ireland’s independence movement also influenced him.   
 

·  He faced death twice before the Civil War. Once in April of 1856, while sailing a small 
boat on the Mississippi River, the craft was struck by a steamboat during rough weather. 
Three people in the boat with him drowned. The incident haunted him the rest of his life.   
 

       In May of 1856 he was shot in the back while helping future Confederate general  
       Thomas. C. Hindman.  Hindman (a Democrat) and W. D. Rice (of the Know-Nothing  
       Party) had been involved in an ongoing feud (Ruisi 42-43).  Part of the Know-Nothing  
       platform was an anti-Catholic, anti-immigrant fanaticism. 
 

·  He was very fond of children. 
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·  His advancement in rank was described as “meteoric”. He enlisted as a private early in 1861 and rose to the rank of 
Major General on December 12, 1862. (Buck 91) 
 

·  He was one of two foreign-born generals in the Confederacy (Ambrose 17). 
 

·  Cleburne’s favorite horse was named “Red Pepper” (Sayers 238). 
 

·  Fort Pillow, TN was originally built by the men of the 1st Arkansas and named “Ft. Cleburne” (White 56). 
 

·  On June 10, 1861, Col. Cleburne and other officers were arrested for “mutiny” (for having arrested Gen. Thomas R. 
Bradley for incompetence and cowardice).  Gen. Gideon Pillow cleared the men of blame and also stripped Bradley of 
his rank (White 56).   
 

·  Cleburne was best man at the wedding of Confederate General William 
Hardee.  He met his fiancée, Miss Susan Tarleton, at the wedding.  General 
Hardee noted that “[Cleburne] possessed considerable power of wit and 
oratory … but his wit, perhaps characterized by the stern influences that had 
surrounded his life, was rather grim than humorous” (Joslyn 183). 
 

·  He received commendations from the Confederate Congress for distinguished 
service. (Purdue 156, 263) 
 

·  Cleburne created the idea of “Comrades of the Southern Cross”, which was a 
brotherhood of southern solders.  The brotherhood would take care of widows, 
orphans and disabled veterans, as well as provide fellowship and foster 
patriotism (Buck 102). 
 

·  He proposed that the Southern slaves be armed to fight for the Confederacy – 
and gain their freedom.  Eventually, all slaves would be freed.  He felt that 
slavery had gone from “one of our chief sources of strength” to “one of our 
chief sources of weakness”.  Even more, it was “our most vulnerable point, a 
continued embarrassment, and in some respects an insidious weakness.”  He 
felt that if slavery was abolished in the South, the Union wouldn’t have the 
moral high ground (Ambrose 19). 
 

Gen. Thomas Hindman. 
LC-USZ62-99327 

General William Hardee.  
LC-USZC4-7972 
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·  He thought war was cruel and grew sick of the bloodshed (Joslyn, 198). 
 

·  He was one of five Confederate generals to die at the Battle of Franklin, TN (Maj. Gen. Patrick Cleburne and Brigadier 
Generals John Adams, John C. Carter, States Rights Gist, Hiram Granbury and Otho Strahl). Cleburne’s body was 
discovered “in his sock feet, his boots having been stolen.  His watch, dress sword, belt and other valuables were all 
gone; his body having been robbed during the night” (Cartwright 278). 
 

·  At first he was buried at Rose Hill Cemetery in Columbia, TN.  When it was discovered that he had been buried 
between a row of African-Americans and a row of Union soldiers, Lt. Leonard Mangum had him disinterred and 
reburied at Ashwood Cemetery, at St. Johns’ Church in Columbia, TN.  Ironically, on November 26, 1864, his division 
had marched past this same church, which reminded him of a church in County Cork, Ireland.  Cleburne told a staff 
member, “It would not be hard to die if one could be buried in such a beautiful spot” (Cartwright 280-282). 
 

·  Miss Susan Tarleton, Cleburne’s fiancée, learned of his death while sitting in the same garden where they became 
engaged.  She overheard the corner newsboy shout, “Reports from Tennessee!  Cleburne and Other Generals Killed!”  
Upon hearing this, she fainted (Joslyn 286).   
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·  In April 1870, Cleburne was returned to Helena, Arkansas for reburial. Businesses were closed and draped in black.  
And “a cortege of carriages a quarter mile long carried the ladies of Phillips County who bore in their hands wreaths 
and festoons of flowers to decorate the hero’s grave” (Joslyn 288-290).  

 

·  After the war many places and things were named in his honor throughout the south. By the early 1900s most of 
those who cherished his memory were gone. In the 1960s, during the Civil War Centennial, his story resurfaced and a 
new generation took notice of this outstanding soldier. 
 

·  In 1977 his gravesite was nearly destroyed by vandals who toppled his memorial pillar. (Joslyn 295) 
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·  He possessed excellent military tactical instincts.  
 

·  He demonstrated both moral and physical courage. 
 

·  He was passionate in his beliefs.  
 

·  The men he led as well as the men he faced in battle respected him. 
 

·  He was intelligent and eager to learn and improve himself. 
 

·  He was skilled in motivating and preparing his men for battle. 
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·  Cleburne had not attended a military institution for 
formal training. Some felt this was a flaw in his 
military career. 
 

·  At times he could be impulsive when it came to his 
own safety. 
 

·  He was awkward in conversation, probably 
because his time in the 41st Foot kept him from 
socializing (Joslyn 16). 
 

·  He joined several other generals in very openly 
criticizing both Gen. Braxton Bragg and Gen. John 
Bell Hood.  While these criticisms might have been 
valid, this would come back to haunt him.  
(Connection:  Read the Longstreet biography.) 
 

Braxton Bragg (LC-USZC4-7984) and  
John B. Hood (NARA 111-B-5274). 
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·  In a letter to a friend, while in the 41 st Foot:  
”[I’m a] poor, servile mercenary without a will or a thought of my own, in some soul-cramping fortress or barracks”.  In 
another letter he stated, “The face of a soldier is in general but a very poor indication of the state of his feelings … 
every feeling of a softer nature is accounted a contemptible weakness, that everyone subjected to such a discipline … 
will eventually contract a habit of concealing them from outward observation” (Joslyn 16). 
 

·  To his stepmother, after he had immigrated to Ameri ca:  
”Raise up Robert and Chris (his half-brothers) to be independent, self-dependent fellows … let them bow knee to 
nothing but their Creator, and teach them to look to America as their future home” (Joslyn 23). 
 

·  In a letter to his brother regarding the people 
of Helena:  
“I am with the South in life or death, in victory or 
defeat. I never owned a Negro… but these people 
have been my friends...” (Purdue 63).  
 

·  In the same letter, of the 1 st Arkansas 
Regiment Volunteers:  
”All of the companies appear determined to elect 
me colonel.  This is a fearfully responsible position 
and I dread this honor, but intend to turn my whole 
attention to it and do the best I can for the cause I 
am embarked in” (White 54).   

 

·  In another letter to his brother, 1861:  
”If the stars and stripes become the standard of a 
tiranical [sic] majority, the ensign of a violated 
league, it will no longer command our love or 
respect but will command our best efforts to drive 
it from the State” (Joslyn 197). 
 

·  In his “Proposal to Make Soldiers of Slaves 
and Guarantee Freedom to All Loyal Negroes – 
Address by P.R. Cleburne, January 2, 1864”:  

 

”We have now been fighting for nearly three years, have spilled much of our best blood, and lost, consumed or 
thrown to the flames an amount of property equal in value to the specie of the world.” 

 

“Our soldiers can see no end to this state of affairs except in our own exhaustion; hence, instead of rising to the 
occasion, they are sinking into a fatal apathy, growing weary of hardships and slaughter which promises no 
results.”   
 

“As between the loss of independence and the loss of slavery, we assume that every patriot will freely give up the 
latter, give up the Negro slave rather than be a slave himself.  (Purdue 267) 

 

“England has paid hundreds of millions to emancipate her West India slaves and break up the slave trade.  Could 
she now consistently spend her treasure to reinstate slavery in this country?” (Hull 173). 
 

·  October 2, 1864, to his men, while at Powder Spring s, GA:  
“If this that is so dear to my heart is doomed to fail, I pray heaven may let me fall with it, while my face is toward the 
enemy and my arm battling for that which I know to be right.”  (Purdue 230) 
 

·  To Gen. John Bell Hood, November 30, 1864:  
”General, I will take the works or fall in the attempt” (Cartwright 266). 
 

·  Just before he was ordered to charge the breastwork s at the Battle of Franklin, November 30, 1864:  
“Well Govan, if we are to die, let us die like men.”  (Purdue 420) 

 

Alfred Waud sketch: “Negroes Leaving the Plough” (joining the  
U.S. forces in the background). LC-USZ62-48736 
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·  Dr. Charles Nash, friend and employer:  
”General Cleburne was a sterling type of very best manhood, intelligent and of public 
spirit….” (Nash 34). 
 

·  During the 1855 Helena, AR epidemic of yellow fever , Cleburne was one of only 
three people who offered help. (One other was Thomas Hindman, another future 
Confederate general).  Dr. Nash wrote: 
”There will never be three persons who braved every danger or made more personal 
sacrifices…”  (Nash 54). 
 

·  Maj. Calhoun Benham of Cleburne at Missionary Ridge : 
”Cleburne was very able and efficient . . . He was everywhere – he watched 
everything - He provided for everything … In the last charge Cleburne placed himself 
at the head of the Texas brigade and led it …. All men who ever knew Cleburne will 
bear testimony that a more conscientiously truthful and accurate man was not to be 
met with”  (Purdue 249, 262). 
 

·  Gen. Kirby Smith after Cleburne was wounded at Rich mond:  
“…Thus at a critical moment I was deprived of the services of one of the most gallant, 
zealous and intelligent officers of my army” (Buck 109). 
 

·  General William Hardee, describing Cleburne in his action report for the Battle 
of Shiloh:  
”persevering valor … no repulse discouraged him; but after many bloody struggles he 
assembled the remnant of his brigade and was conspicuous for his gallantry to the 
end of the battle” (Moneyhon 77).   
 

·  CS President Jefferson Davis, 1864, after reading C leburne’s proposal:  
“While recognizing the patriotic motives of its distinguished author, I deem it 
inexpedient, at this time, to give publicity to this paper, and request that it be 
suppressed.” 
 

·  Braxton Bragg to Gen. Marcus Wright, after hearing of Cleburne’s proposal:  
”Great sensation is being produced … by the Emancipation project of Hardee, Cheatham, Cleburne & Co.  It will kill 
them” (Hull 154). 
 

·  Calhoun Benham, of Cleburne vs. Thomas at Chickamau ga:  
”[He rode] behind the file closers, he cheered to the men above the noise of battle… the men responded to him.  They 
were intoxicated by his appeals and example” (Joslyn 182). 
 

·  Miss Naomi Hays, niece of President Polk, in a poem  written for his funeral at Rose Hill:  
 

Fare thee well, departed chieftain,  
Erin’s land sends forth a wail;  
And oh! My country sad laments thee 
Passed so soon death’s dark vale, 
 

Blow, ye breezes, softly o’er him, 
Fan his brow with gentle breath; 
Disturb ye not his gentle slumbers; 
Cleburne sleeps the sleep of death! 
 

Rest thee, Cleburne; tears of sadness 
Flow from hearts thou’st nobly won;  
Memory ne’er will cease to cherish 
Deeds of glory thou hast done. 
 

·  Macon Daily Telegraph & Confederate , February 16, 1865: 
”Though his bodily form was absent, his spirit yet survives.  It still animated and inspired confidence to the command, 
and all felt that their heroic leader would always be present” (Joslyn 286). 
 

 
 

Lt. Gen. Smith.  
LC-DIG-cwpb-06081 

Jefferson Davis.  
LC-DIG-cwpbh-00879. 
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·  Soldier of the 23 rd  Tennessee, after the war:  
”’Old Pat’ was an eloquent talker when aroused” (Moneyhon 71). 
 

·  Robert E. Lee, after the war:  
“In a field of battle he shone like a meteor on a clouded sky! As a 
dashing military man he was all virtue: a single voice does not stain 
him as a warrior….” (Cartwright 282) 
 

·  General D. H. Hill, after the war:   
“Patrick R. Cleburne deserves a prominent place among the great 
heroes, who have illustrated Southern heroism and Southern history. 
His name brings a thrill of heart to every true son of the South, just 
as his presence brought success wherever he moved on the field of 
battle. Cleburne is here meant that all was well”  (Purdue 438). 
 

·  Nathan Bedford Forrest’s reply during the Battle of  
Chickamauga, when asked if the fighting was over:  
“Do you see that large body of infantry marching this way in columns 
of fours? That is General Pat Cleburne’s Division; hell will break 
loose in Georgia in about fifteen minutes” (Purdue 218) 
 

·  Gen. William J. Hardee:  
“…Friends and foes soon learned to watch the course of the blue 
flag that marked where Cleburne was in battle. Where this division 
defended, no odds broke its line: where it attacked, no numbers 
resisted its onslaught, save only once…. There is the grave of 
Cleburne and his heroic division”  (Cartwright 265). 
 

·  In the  Memphis Daily Appeal , April 28, 1870:  
“… Cleburne’s magnificent moral and intellectual qualities appealed to the thoughtful self-reliance and pride of his 
followers. Cleburne made his men imitators of himself...”  (Purdue 436). 
 

·  Brig. Gen. Randall L Gibson, after the war:  
“He was always calm and thoroughly master of himself and his situation. No man, in my judgment, in either army 
could hold so many of his men around him when desperately assailed…. He would sit unmoved on his horse and 
would see his division strike like a bolt of thunder, and no member of his could tell, by reading his face, whether the 
battle was going well or ill”  (Purdue 438-439). 
 

·  Pvt. Philip Stephenson, 13 th Arkansas:  
”There was but one redeeming feature in his face, and that 
was his eye!  An eye worth noticing.  Earnest, thoughtful, 
grave, those clear grey orbs let out something of the 
strong fine soul within” (Joslyn 188). 
 

·  Leonard Mangum (friend and business associate) in 
the Kennesaw Gazette , June 15, 1887: 
”[He was] very sensitive to the opinions of the world, but a 
stranger would suppose him indifferent to them … he was 
proud and sensitive, and for that reason appeared 
sometimes to be reserved, sometimes embarrassed, in 
general society.  He lived much in himself” (Joslyn 185). 

�

Gen. Lee, February 1865. LC-USZ62-10865 

Sheet music detail LC-USZC2-3767 
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·  March 17, 1828 Born in County Cork,  
Ireland. (St. Patrick’s Day) 

 

·  Feb. 27, 1846 Enlisted in the British Army.  
(Purdue 1-14) 

 

·  Sept. 22,1849 Purchased discharge from  
the British army for twenty 
pounds. (Purdue 1-14) 
 

·  Dec. 24, 1849 Arrived in America though  
New Orleans. From here 
took a steamboat to 
Cincinnati. 
 

·  June 1850  Moved to Helena, Arkansas.   
(Purdue 24-25) 

 

·  Feb. 16, 1855 Cleburne became a  
naturalized citizen of the 

 United States. (Purdue 46) 
 

·  Sept. 1855  Yellow fever broke out in Helena Arkansas. (Purdue 46-47) 
 

·  Jan. 1861  Cleburne prepared to join the Yell Rifles. (Purdue 70) 
 

·  May 9, 1861 Arkansas seceded from the Union. (Purdue 74) 
 

·  Jan. 1862  The 1st Arkansas became the 15th Arkansas, by order of the Secretary of War.   Cleburne 
and the men were upset because they were the first regiment organized in the state (White 59). 
 

·  April 6-7, 1862 Battle of Shiloh. Cleburne’s first major battle.  He felt  
that this battle had been gallantly won then foolishly 
lost due to the order that stopped the fighting after 
Gen. Albert Sydney Johnston’s death.  (Purdue 119) 
 

·  Aug. 1862  Battle of Richmond, KY.  Wounded in the mouth by a  
rifle bullet. Because of his actions and commands 
before to being wounded, the Confederate Congress 
passed a vote of thanks to Cleburne “for gallant and 
meritorious service.” (Buck 109) 
 

·  Oct. 8, 1862 Perryville: Cleburne wounded twice but stayed in  
command during battle. (Purdue 150) 

 

·  Dec. 12, 1862 Promoted to Major General.  
 

·  Dec. 31, 1862 Battle of Murfreesboro (Stones River). General  
Bragg’s official report stated Gen Cleburne and 
his division were especially commended to the 
government for the valor, skill and ability displayed 
throughout the engagement. (Buck 123) 
 

·  Sept. 18-20, 1863 Battle of Chickamauga. The assaults of Cleburne’s &  
Breckinridge’s divisions were so forceful that Gen.  
George H. Thomas repeatedly called for 
reinforcements. (Purdue 224) 
 

·  Nov. 23-25, 1863  Battle of Chattanooga. Defending Missionary Ridge, Cleburne was in the midst of battle which 
was typical of him. On the 25th Cleburne defeated every assault made at him and eventually 
charged and routed the troops he faced.�Cleburne was given the task of protecting the retreating 
army. (Buck 173) 
 

County Cork, Ireland. LC-DIG-pga-00290 

US General George Thomas  
(Battles and Leaders) 
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·  Dec. 27, 1863 General Joseph E. Johnson took  
command of The Army of Tennessee. 

 

·  Jan. 2, 1864 Corps and division commanders of the  
Army of Tennessee were gathered. The 
Confederacy was unable to fill its ranks 
due to the lack of men available in the 
south. Cleburne presented his proposal to 
free the slaves in return for their fighting 
for the Confederacy. This concept was not 
well accepted; in fact, it highly offended 
many officers and government officials. As 
a result, the war ended before any part of 
this plan could be acted upon 
successfully.  Some people also believe 
Cleburne’s proposal affected his chances 
of promotion. 
 

·  Jan. 1864  While serving as General Hardees’s best man in Mobile, Alabama, Cleburne met 
Miss Susan Tarleton, his future fiancée. 

 

·  Feb.-June 1864 After winter quarters, the Army of Tennessee moved towards Atlanta, Georgia. Cleburne’s 
Division fought pursuing Federals at Dalton, Tunnel Hill, Resaca, Pickett’s Mill, Ringgold, and 
Kennesaw. 
 

·  June 1864  Cleburne learned that his half-brother, Christopher Cleburne, died at the Battle of Cloyd’s 
Mountain while serving in John Hunt Morgan’s Cavalry (Sayers 233).  

 

·  July 1864  The Atlanta Campaign began. Atlanta was a key supply and communications link for the 
South. The Union and Southern armies clashed frequently in hard fought battles.    
 

·  July 17, 1864  General Johnston was relieved and General John Bell Hood took command of The Army 
of Tennessee.   Cleburne felt that Hood’s replacement of Johnston was a disaster not only to the 
Army of Tennessee but to the Confederacy as well.  (Purdue 382) 
 

·  Sept. 1, 1864 General Hood evacuated Atlanta. His hope was that General Sherman would follow and 
help relieve some of the pressure the Confederacy faced in the east. 
 

·  Nov. 29, 1864 General Hood planned to stop General Schofield and his soldiers before they could 
reach Nashville and reinforce General Thomas. Due to poor communications and the darkness of 
night, General Schofield slipped past The Army of Tennessee to the well fortified town of Franklin. 
 

·  Nov. 30, 1864 Battle of Franklin. General Hood sent his Army into battle against well fortified Union troops in 
Franklin with disastrous results. Approximately 6,000 Confederates were killed or wounded 
including ���������	
����	����� mortally wounded. General Cleburne lay among the dead after 
attacking Union breastworks.  He was buried at St. John’s Church, Mount Pleasant, Tennessee. 

 

�  Dec. 6, 1866 Creation of Cleburne County, AL., from parts of Calhoun, Randolph and Talladega Counties  
(http://archives.state.al.us/counties/cleburne.html). 

 

�  March 23, 1867 Camp Henderson (a bivouac for Johnson County, TX, Confederate units) became a permanent  
settlement.  The town was named Cleburne, TX.  
www.tshaonline.org/handbook/online/articles/CC/hec2.html.  

 

�  June 30, 1868 Susan Tarleton died of a “swelling of the brain” (www.civilwarhome.com).  
 

�  1870  Patrick Cleburne was reburied at Helena, AR.  His grave marker may be viewed at ] 
www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GRid=4430.  

 

�  Feb. 20, 1883 Cleburne County, AR, was created.  It was the last county in Arkansas; formed from segments of  
Independence, Van Buren and White Counties 
(http://local.arkansas.gov/local.php?agency=Cleburne%20County).  
 

 

Albert Sydney Johnston (LC-USZ62-36385) and  
Joseph E. Johnston (NARA 111-B-1782) 
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I. Culture  
 

Compare the culture of Ireland with that of America in the mid-1800s.  How did 
they differ?  What cultural beliefs made Cleburne fit in with the people of 
Helena, AR?   
 

How was the culture of the North generally different from the culture of the 
South before, during and after the Civil War?  What agents caused cultural 
change from the 1850s to the 1870s?  As an example, how was the culture of 
Helena, Arkansas different from the culture of Montgomery Square, 
Pennsylvania, where Hancock lived? 
 

What did Cleburne think of the South’s slave culture?  Why? 
 

How did Patrick Cleburne fit into the “Lost Cause” culture of the Reconstruction 
era South? 
 

II. Time, Continuity and Change  
 

What was it like to live in Arkansas in the mid-1800s?  How have things 
changed?  What happened in Arkansas just before, during, and after the Civil 

War?  
 

If the South had followed Cleburne’s proposal to arm slaves to fight for the Confederacy, how might it have changed the 
outcome and the nature of the Civil War? 
 

In which major battles did Cleburne fight?  Which battles were Confederate victories? In which battles did Cleburne earn 
the special recognition of his superiors?  What is the state of preservation for some of the battlefields at which Cleburne 
fought? 
 

How did warfare change from the beginning to the end of the war (weaponry, tactics, strategy, etc.)? 
 

Why should Americans preserve their historical past? What impact could we see as a nation if we neglect our heritage?  
What steps can be taken to preserve our past for future generations?    
 

III. People, Places and Environments  
 

How have the geography and environment of the Midwest 
shaped the people who live there, then and now?   
 

How did the Mississippi River impact this area before the 
Civil War? What impact did the river have during the war? 
What impact does it have today?   
 

How does the terrain of a battlefield affect the fighting there?  
Why was Cleburne’s position at the Battle of Franklin 
described as a ‘terrible” position to hold?  How did the terrain 
and man-made features affect movement, communications, 
etc.?   
 

Why was Chattanooga so important to the Confederacy?  
 

In your opinion, if the Confederacy had followed James 
Longstreet’s advice and sent more soldiers to fight in the 
West, might the South have won its independence?  Explain. 

 

If we lost Civil War battlefields to development, how would this affect our understanding of how people, places & 
environments interacted during the CW?    
 

IV. Individual Development and Identity  
 

How did Cleburne’s father and his homeland “Ronayne’s” political views?   
 

How did growing up on the site of a battlefield affect Cleburne’s self-identity?  Do you think it affected his appreciation of 
history? 

Cleburne.  Battles and Leaders. 

Development at the Franklin Battlefield today.  
Photo: Jim Campi, CWPT. 
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How did Patrick Cleburne attempt to “fit in” at Helena, Arkansas? 
 

How did Cleburne grow from an unknown to a war hero?   Why was Cleburne described as a “meteor burning brightly”?  
 

How might his lack of a West Point education make him “different” from many other generals in the Civil War? 
 

Cleburne was shot in the mouth during the battle of Richmond, KY, and lost a number of his teeth.  How might a painful 
battle injury change one’s self identity? 

 

What consequences did Cleburne face because of his proposal to arm the 
slaves to fight for the Confederacy?  Did he realize what the consequences 
would be?  How did this affect his decision and his behavior afterwards? 
 

How did Cleburne’s background (especially in the 41st Foot) affect his 
performance and his personality during the war?  
 

V.  Individuals, Groups and Institutions  
 

What groups and institutions controlled and influenced Arkansas society in 
the mid-1800s?   
 

Who were the “Know-Nothings” and why would they have caused problems 
for people like Cleburne and Thomas Hindman? 
 

What factors caused Hood to be placed in command of The Army of 
Tennessee over Cleburne?   
 

What institutions would have been affected by Cleburne’s proposal? 
 

What conflicts existed among the generals of the Army of Tennessee?      
Which were based on ideology, personality, power and/or levels of ability?   
Into which conflicts was Cleburne drawn?   

VI. Power, Authority and Governance  
 

Many immigrants fought in the American Civil War. Why did they choose to 
do this? What would have influenced their decision as to which side they  
would fight for?  

 

Cleburne was involved in the conflict concerning Gen. Braxton Bragg.  What happened during this conflict, and why did so 
many generals disrespect and / or despise Bragg?  What was the outcome? 
 

How did “States’ Rights” start to crumble at the end of the war?  How was Cleburne’s proposal a reflection of this reality? 
 

What similarities did Cleburne see between the Confederate cause and cause of Irish independence?   
 

VII. Production, Consumption and Distribution  
 

Why was cotton vital to the Confederate war effort, and what was Arkansas’ role?  What assumptions did the 
Confederates make about European cotton demand; 
were these assumptions correct?   
 

How would Cleburne’s proposal have affected 
production, consumption and distribution of cotton, 
tobacco, indigo and rice? 
 

Why was it difficult to get goods in and out of the 
southern states?   
 

What was trade between America and Great Britain 
like in the 1800s?  What is it like today?   
 

VIII. Science, Technology and Society 
 

What were some of the advances made in the field 
of medicine as a result of the Civil War?  

The Know-Nothing Quick Step – with its border 
of pumpkins, raccoons and corn.  

LC-USZ62-19431 

Cotton at Piedras Negras, Rio Grande. LC-USZ62-119594 
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Cleburne helped during a Yellow Fever outbreak in Helena, Arkansas.  In Cleburne’s 
day, what was known about Yellow Fever?  What was known about dysentery, 
typhoid, scarlet fever and other diseases?  

How were battle wounds treated during the Civil War? 
 
How did technology change the way wars were fought?  How did trenches and 
defensive works change the face of warfare? How did weaponry change? 

What Civil War – era scientific and technological advancements have influenced our 
society today (in areas other than medicine and war)? 
 

IX. Global Connections  
 
Why was it vital to the Confederates (and the Federals) to maintain good diplomatic 
relations with other countries?  
 
What was the Union’s position regarding other countries that traded with the 
Confederacy?  In turn, what problems did these countries face as a result of their 
actions?  How did the Civil War demonstrate America’s growing dependence upon 
international trade? 
 
What did Cleburne feel was the best way to improve relations with France and England? 

How did the Emancipation Proclamation change the “focus” of the war … and how did this shift impact foreign opinion?  
(Connection: Read Clara Barton.) 

How many immigrants fought in the Civil War?  Did more immigrants fight for the North or for the South?  What factors 
might have influenced where they settled and which side they chose in the war?   

Why did so many Irish immigrants come to the United States around the time of Cleburne’s arrival?  What was the range 
of American reactions to increasing immigration? 
 

X.  Civic Ideals and Practices  
 
Why did Cleburne become a naturalized citizen of the United States?  
 
What did he do that showed that he was involved in his community?   
 
What were the Know-Nothings, and why did Cleburne despise them?   
 
How was he involved in politics before the war?   
 
Before the war, why was Cleburne comfortable with 
the political culture in Helena, Arkansas?  How did 
Cleburne (and friends) make improvements that 
raised the quality of life?   
 
Both the Union and the Confederacy were forced to 
implement the draft during the War.  Do you think an 
army of draftees or an army of volunteers would 
perform better in battle?  Why?  Under what 
circumstances do you think the draft should be 
implemented?  Why? Do you think Cleburne’s 
proposal to arm the slaves might have solved the 
Southern manpower crisis?  Why or why not? 

 
 
 
==>  This biography was written with the generous h elp of Robert Clayborn of  

St. Mark’s School, Indianapolis, IN.  CWPT is grate ful for his work. 

Man wounded in the arm.  
LC-DIG-ppmsca-10105 

New York City Draft Riot of 1863. LC-USZ62-126179 
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+ Cleburne had the courage to do the right thing – he felt that arming the  
            slaves to fight for the Southern army would help win the war.  He knew  
            that slavery was a huge problem for the new nation.  He also knew that  
            his proposal could hurt his career.  He was brave enough to submit his  
            proposal anyway. 
 

+ Because of his hard work, perseverance, leadership skills, courage in  
            battle, and overall decent character, he built a good reputation.  Even US  
            General Sherman called Cleburne one of the best leaders in the Army of  
            Tennessee (Bohmfalk 211). 
 

+ He was loyal to his friends and his adopted country. 
 

+ Once he saved the life of Thomas Hindman (friend and future general),  
            and he saved Dr. Charles Nash (his friend and employer) twice. 
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+ Due to his time as a common soldier in the 41st Foot (British Army), he could understand what it was 
like to be a Confederate soldier. 

 

+ He despised orders that would waste life needlessly. 
 

+/- He used good manners and behaved like a gentleman for the most part.  At times, though, he did have 
a temper with angry outbursts.  Once he yelled at Gen. John Brown in front of the soldiers (Joslyn 181). 

 

+ He wasn’t afraid to apologize when he was wrong.  When he learned that Gen. Brown was right after 
all, he quickly rode back to the general and apologized (in front of all the men) (Joslyn 181). 

 

-- He (along with other generals) spoke freely of their dislike of General Bragg and General Hood 
(Cartwright 265; Joslyn 198).  These criticisms were valid and many people agreed, but he was not 
showing respect for his commanders.  His comments about Bragg came back to haunt him. 
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+ He was accountable for his 
choices.  He knew that the 
proposition to arm the slaves 
might harm his career and he 
accepted it.  He also 
regretted the deaths of the 
three men who drowned 
while boating with him on the 
Mississippi River.  In his Jan. 
1, 1862 diary entry he wrote 
about dreading to look into 
his past (Joslyn 198). 

 

+ At Shiloh, after his command 
was almost wiped out, he 
rounded up stragglers, got 
the wounded off the field, 
gathered supplies, and so 
on.  His commander, Gen. 
Hardee, noticed his 
“conspicuous bravery” (Moneyhon 77). 

Gen. William T. Sherman  
LC-USZ62-112190 

Shiloh. April 6th 1862.  LC-DIG-pga-00540 
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        +      Cleburne used incredible self-control  
                             which he had learned in the British  

            Army.  He also showed self-discipline  
            in being able to make skilled life-and- 
            death situations despite the  
            distractions of battle.  Two poems in  
            his 1850s prayer book show that he  
            valued these traits: one was about  
            patience, and one was about  
            accepting God’s will (Joslyn 182).  
 

   + At first he dreaded being elected  
            Colonel of the 1st Arkansas.  He  
            understood that it was a huge  
            responsibility and knew that he would   

      have to work hard and do his best. 
 

+ Cleburne thought before he acted.  According to Gen. Hardee, “His mind was of a highly logical cast.  
Before expressing an opinion upon a subject, or coming to a decision in any conjuncture of 
circumstances, he wore an expression as if solving a mathematical proposition…” (Joslyn 183). 
 

+ He had incredible perseverance – before and during the war.  If he couldn’t do something he worked 
until he “got it”.  For example, his friends held a pistol shoot.  Cleburne failed miserably.  He bought a 
pistol and practiced until next time – by then he was better than his friends (Joslyn 180). 
 

+ He knew that to achieve his military objectives he needed to inspire his men –which meant showing his 
courage by being visible (often in the line of fire). 
 

+ When given orders, he did his best to achieve them – no matter what the danger.   
 

��
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+ He despised the fanatical Know-Nothing party because of its ugly anti-immigrant, anti-Catholic stance. 
 

+ He was a strict disciplinarian, but he was still well liked and respected by his men (Moneyhon 85). 
 

+ He was bound by his honor and conscience.  
 

+ / -- He valued he advice of others in regard to his proposal to arm and emancipate the slaves.  Still, he 
didn’t follow that advice. 
 

��	
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+ While a soldier with the 41st Foot (British Army) he was moved by the suffering of the Irish poor. 
 

+ He was deeply touched by the cruelty and suffering of war (Hull 143).  At Shiloh, he and an officer 
discovered a dying soldier, shot in the bowels.  Cleburne uttered, “poor fellow! as tenderly … as a 
mother could speak to a sick babe, and a tear in eyes that in battle blazed like fire…” (Joslyn 198-199).  
 

+ He took care of his men as best as he could; in return, he earned incredible loyalty and respect (Hull 
143-144). 
 

+ He loved with a passion – whether that love was for a cause, gaining a new skill, or for his fiancée 
(Joslyn 179). 
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+ Within a few years of his moving to the United States, Cleburne became a naturalized citizen. 
 

+ He was extremely patriotic – devoted to his new nation(s). 
 

 

Confederate soldier, shot in the bowels at Petersburg. LC-USZC4-1851 
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+ He was a good neighbor during the Helena, Arkansas 

yellow fever outbreak – he was one of only three men to 
volunteer to nurse the sick and bury the dead. 
 
 

+/- He made sacrifices for his adopted homeland but was 
disappointed that his homeland didn’t make the same 
kind of sacrifices (in proposing to arm slaves, Cleburne 
saw independence as the main issue – giving up slavery 
was a sacrifice patriots should have accepted to gain 
independence).   
 
 

+ He followed national and local politics and campaigned 
for leaders he believed in. 
 
 

+ He contributed towards social improvements in Helena, 
Arkansas – such as founding a temperance league and 
giving money to build a new church. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
CHARACTER COUNTS! and The Six Pillars of Character are service marks of Josephson Institute.   

© 2008 Josephson Institute.  The definitions of the Six Pillars of Character are reprinted with permission.  
www.charactercounts.org   

 

Cover of Harper’s Weekly:  “Help! We are 
starving n Ireland.”  LC-USZ62-103220 

Market Square in Cleburne, TX: late 1800s. LC-USZ62-16199 
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+   He had clear plans and effectively communicated them to his officers. 
 

+  He knew the soldiers were tired and their morale was low, and that replacements were 
desperately needed.   

 

54 ��� 
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+ Cleburne suggested that slaves be armed to fight for the Confederacy to help solve the 
manpower crisis.  The slaves would eventually be freed.  He also realized that removing 
slavery would allow nations like Britain and France to help the Confederacy.  His plan was an 
example of dreaming a big dream. 

 

+ He helped his stepmother and half-siblings come to the United States – giving them the 
opportunities to dream great dreams too. 

 

+ He had an “untiring drive to make his brigade the best in the army” (Moneyhon 77).�
 

64 "
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+ He was guided by his honor and conscience. 
 

+ His inner discipline allowed him to make cool, level-headed decisions while under pressure or 
under heavy fire (Joslyn 206).�
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+ He could empathize with the plight of the common soldier due to his time in the 41st Foot.  He 
appreciated their hardships and what soldiering was like. 

 

+ Cleburne took excellent care of his men – they were provided with supplies and food as best 
as he could, and their psychological needs were also taken into consideration. 

 

+ He was tired of the horrors of war – the human suffering�
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+ Cleburne drew connections between the Irish independence movement and the Confederate 
cause – he saw both situations as a smaller nation attempting to break away from a stronger, 
dominating power.   

 

+ He was skilled at reading the changing battle situation and being where he was needed in the 
field (Moneyhon 72, 81).  

 

+  At Richmond, KY, he was told that an attack was unlikely.  Still, he prepared his men for battle 
anyway.  When the attack came, his cautious preparations paid off (Moneyhon 79). 

 

+ He understood the dire situation of the Confederate armies and was not afraid to offer an 
(unpopular) solution in which he sincerely believed.�
�
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+ He spent a lot of time drilling his men, so in battle they were very well prepared.�
 
 

+ Cleburne knew that his model – of bravery, of coolness under fire, of excellent character – was 
vitally important to lead his men well and achieve his military objectives. 

�
+ When he didn’t have a needed skill, he worked hard until he could do it – for example, pistol 

shooting before the war, and learning to lead his men at the beginning of the war.  
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+ He was a strict disciplinarian, but he did not use physical punishments (Joslyn 12).�
 

+ He led by example, so he had good results from his soldiers. Cleburne had what Braxton  
Bragg called “the admiration of his command as a soldier and a gentleman (Moneyhon 85). 

 

+ Before battle, Cleburne assured his men that they were fighting for an important cause, that he 
had faith in their abilities, and that he would be with them (Joslyn 182). 
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+ He organized the Brotherhood of the Southern Cross.  Not only did this organization provide 
fellowship, but it also helped widows, orphans and disabled soldiers. 

 

+ In Helena, Arkansas, he founded a Temperance League and also assisted with the building of 
a church. 

 

+ He launched an innovative attack at Perryville – he sent out his skirmishers with the battle 
flags, and the Federals fired on them.  Then Cleburne launched the full attack with all of his 
men – while the Federals were busy reloading (Moneyhon 84). 
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+ His speeches to his soldiers not only motivated them, but the speeches may have healed their 
psychological wounds as well 

 

+ His solid example of coolness and bravery led men to have hope in their cause and believe in 
their leader 

 

+ He was willing to apologize when he was wrong.  
 

+ He established the Brotherhood of the Southern Cross. 
 

+ His skill, leadership, and excellent character gave Southerners someone to memorialize and 
remember with pride after the war.  Even after he was dead his example inspired and gave 
psychological healing to the South. 

 
 

 
Based on “The Servant as Leader” by Robert K. Green leaf, 

© Greenleaf Center for Servant Leadership 1991, 200 8.  
Reprinted with permission.  

Further information about servant leadership can be  found at www.greenleaf.org . 
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Source: Official Records .  Series 1, Vol. 52, pt. 2, pp. 586-592.   
Located online at http://ehistory.osu.edu/osu/sourc es/recordView.cfm?Content=110/0586   
and www.civilwarhome.com/cleburneproposal.htm  

JANUARY 2, 1864 

COMMANDING GENERAL, THE CORPS, 
DIVISION, BRIGADE, AND REGIMENTAL 
COMMANDERS OF THE ARMY OF 
TENNESSEE: 

        GENERAL: Moved by the exigency in 
which our country is now placed, we take the 
liberty of laying before you, unofficially, our 
views on the present state of affairs. The 
subject is so grave, and our views so new, we 
feel it a duty both to you and the cause that 
before going further we should submit them for 
your judgment and receive your suggestions in 

regard to them. We therefore respectfully ask you to give us an expression of your views in the 
premises. We have now been fighting for nearly three years, have spilled much of our best 
blood, and lost, consumed, or thrown to the flames an amount of property equal in value to the 
specie currency of the world. Through some lack in our system the fruits of our struggles and 
sacrifices have invariably slipped away from us and left us nothing but long lists of dead and 
mangled. Instead of standing defiantly on the borders of our territory or harassing those of the 
enemy, we are hemmed in today into less than two-thirds of it, and still the enemy menacingly 
confronts us at every point with superior forces. Our soldiers can see no end to this state of 
affairs except in our own exhaustion; hence, instead of rising to the occasion, they are sinking 
into a fatal apathy, growing weary of hardships and slaughters which promise no results. In this 
state of things it is easy to understand why there is a growing belief that some black 
catastrophe is not far ahead of us, and that unless some extraordinary change is soon made in 
our condition we must overtake it. The consequences of this condition are showing themselves 
more plainly every day; restlessness of morals spreading everywhere, manifesting itself in the 
army in a growing disregard for private rights; desertion spreading to a class of soldiers it 
never dared to tamper with before; military commissions sinking in the estimation of the 
soldier; our supplies failing; our firesides in ruins. If this state continues much longer we must 
be subjugated. Every man should endeavor to understand the meaning of subjugation before it 

Sheet music detail LC-USZC2-3767 
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is too late. We can give but a faint idea when we say it means the loss of all we now hold most 
sacred--slaves and all other personal property, lands, homesteads, liberty, justice, safety, 
pride, manhood. It means that the history of this heroic struggle will be written by the enemy; 
that our youth will be trained by Northern school teachers; will learn from Northern school 
books their version of the war; will be impressed by all the influences of history and education 
to regard our gallant dead as traitors, our maimed veterans as fit objects for derision. It means 
the crushing of Southern manhood, the hatred of our former slaves, who will, on a spy system, 
be our secret police. The conqueror's policy is to divide the conquered into factions and stir up 
animosity among them, and in training an army of negroes the North no doubt holds this 
thought in perspective. We can see three great causes operating to destroy us: First, the 
inferiority of our armies to those of the enemy in point of numbers; second, the poverty of our 
single source of supply in comparison with his several sources; third, the fact that slavery, from 
being one of our chief sources of strength at the commencement of the war, has now become, 
in a military point of view, one of our chief sources of weakness. 
        The enemy already opposes us at every point with superior numbers, and is endeavoring 
to make the preponderance irresistible. President Davis, in his recent message, says the 
enemy "has recently ordered a large conscription and made a subsequent call for volunteers, 
to be followed, if ineffectual, by a still further draft." In addition, the President of the United 
States announces that "he has already in training an army of 100,000 negroes as good as any 
troops," and every fresh raid he makes and new slice 
of territory he wrests from us will add to this force. 
Every soldier in our army already knows and feels our 
numerical inferiority to the enemy. Want of men in the 
field has prevented him from reaping the fruits of his 
victories, and has prevented him from having the 
furlough he expected after the last reorganization,, 
and when he turns from the wasting armies in the field 
to look at the source of supply, he finds nothing in the 
prospect to encourage him. Our single source of 
supply is that portion of our white men fit for duty and 
not now in the ranks. The enemy has three sources of 
supply: First, his own motley population; secondly, our 
slaves; and thirdly, Europeans whose hearts are fired 
into a crusade against us by fictitious pictures of the 
atrocities of slavery, and who meet no hindrance from 
their Governments in such enterprise, because these 
Governments are equally antagonistic to the 
institution. In touching the third cause, the fact that 
slavery has become a military weakness, we may 
rouse prejudice and passion, but the time has come 
when it would be madness not to look at our danger 

Sheet music: “The Conquered Banner”.  
LC-USZ62-91833 



Civil War Preservation Trust Gifted Module: Character and Leadership During the Civil War * www.civilwar.org * Cleburne 21 

from every point of view, and to probe it to the bottom. Apart from the assistance that home 
and foreign prejudice against slavery has given to the North, slavery is a source of great 
strength to the enemy in a purely military point of view, by supplying him with an army from our 
granaries; but it is our most vulnerable point, a continued embarrassment, and in some 
respects an insidious weakness. Wherever slavery is once seriously disturbed, whether by the 
actual presence or the approach of the enemy, or even by a cavalry raid, the whites can no 
longer with safety to their property openly sympathize with our cause. The fear of their slaves 
is continually haunting them, and from silence and apprehension many of these soon learn to 
wish the war stopped on any terms. The next stage is to take the oath to save property, and 
they become dead to us, if not open enemies. To prevent raids we are forced to scatter our 
forces, and are not free to move and strike like the enemy; his vulnerable points are carefully 
selected and fortified depots. Ours are found in every point where there is a slave to set free. 
All along the lines slavery is comparatively valueless to us for labor, but of great and increasing 
worth to the enemy for information. It is an omnipresent spy system, pointing out our valuable 
men to the enemy, revealing our positions, purposes, and resources, and yet acting so safely 
and secretly that there is no means to guard against it. Even in the heart of our country, where 
our hold upon this secret espionage is firmest, it waits but the opening fire of the enemy's 
battle line to wake it, like a torpid serpent, into venomous activity. 
        In view of the state of affairs what does our country propose to do? In the words of 
President Davis "no effort must be spared to add largely to our effective force as promptly as 
possible. The sources of supply are to be found in restoring to the army all who are improperly 
absent, putting an end to substitution, modifying the exemption law, restricting details, and 
placing in the ranks such of the able-bodied men now employed as wagoners, nurses, cooks, 
and other employees, as are doing service for which the negroes may be found competent." 
Most of the men improperly absent, together with many of the exempts and men having 

substitutes, are now without the Confederate lines 
and cannot be calculated on. If all the exempts 
capable of bearing arms were enrolled, it will give us 
the boys below eighteen, the men above forty-five, 
and those persons who are left at home to meet the 
wants of the country and the army, but this 
modification of the exemption law will remove from 
the fields and manufactories most of the skill that 
directed agricultural and mechanical labor, and, as 
stated by the President, "details will have to be made 
to meet the wants of the country," thus sending many 
of the men to be derived from this source back to their 
homes again. Independently of this, experience 
proves that striplings and men above conscript age 
break down and swell the sick lists more than they do 
the ranks. The portion now in our lines of the class 

The gentleman explains that he has a substitute for 
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who have substitutes is not on the whole a hopeful element, for the motives that created it 
must have been stronger than patriotism, and these motives added to what many of them will 
call breach of faith, will cause some to be not forthcoming, and others to be unwilling and 
discontented soldiers. The remaining sources mentioned by the President have been so 
closely pruned in the Army of Tennessee that they will be found not to yield largely. The supply 
from all these sources, together with what we now have in the field, will exhaust the white race, 
and though it should greatly exceed expectations and put us on an equality with the enemy, or 
even give us temporary advantages, still we have no reserve to meet unexpected disaster or to 
supply a protracted struggle. Like past years, 1864 will diminish our ranks by the casualties of 
war, and what source of repair is there left us? We therefore see in the recommendations of 
the President only a temporary expedient, which at the best will leave us twelve months hence 
in the same predicament we are in now. The President attempts to meet only one of the 
depressing causes mentioned; for the other two he has proposed no remedy. They remain to 
generate lack of confidence in our final success, and to keep us moving down hill as 
heretofore. Adequately to meet the causes which are now threatening ruin to our country, we 
propose, in addition to a modification of the President's plans, that we retain in service for the 
war all troops now in service, and that we immediately commence training a large reserve of 
the most courageous of our slaves, and further that we guarantee freedom within a reasonable 
time to every slave in the South who shall remain true to the Confederacy in this war. As 
between the loss of independence and the loss of slavery, we assume that every patriot will 
freely give up the latter--give up the negro slave rather than be a slave himself. If we are 
correct in this assumption it only remains to show how this great national sacrifice is, in all 
human probabilities, to change the current of success and sweep the invader from our country. 

        Our country has already 
some friends in England and 
France, and there are strong 
motives to induce these nations 
to recognize and assist us, but 
they cannot assist us without 
helping slavery, and to do this 
would be in conflict with their 
policy for the last quarter of a 
century. England has paid 
hundreds of millions to 
emancipate her West India 
slaves and break up the slave 
trade. Could she now consistently 
spend her treasure to reinstate 
slavery in this country? But this 
barrier once removed, the 
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sympathy and the interests of these and other nations will accord with our own, and we may 
expect from them both moral support and material aid. One thing is certain, as soon as the 
great sacrifice to independence is made and known in foreign countries there will be a 
complete change of front in our favor of the sympathies of the world. This measure will deprive 
the North of the moral and material aid which it now derives from the bitter prejudices with 
which foreigners view the institution, and its war, if continued, will henceforth be so despicable 
in their eyes that the source of recruiting will be dried up. It will leave the enemy's negro army 
no motive to fight for, and will exhaust the source from which it has been recruited. The idea 
that it is their special mission to war against slavery has held growing sway over the Northern 
people for many years, and has at length ripened into an armed and bloody crusade against it. 
This baleful superstition has so far supplied them with a courage and constancy not their own. 
It is the most powerful and honestly entertained plank in their war platform. Knock this away 
and what is left? A bloody ambition for more territory, a pretended veneration for the Union, 
which one of their own most distinguished orators (Doctor Beecher in his Liverpool speech) 
openly avowed was only used as a stimulus to stir up the anti-slavery crusade, and lastly the 
poisonous and selfish interests which are the fungus growth of the war itself. Mankind may 
fancy it a great duty to destroy slavery, but what interest can mankind have in upholding this 
remainder of the Northern war platform? Their interests and feelings will be diametrically 
opposed to it. The measure we propose will strike dead all John Brown fanaticism, and will 
compel the enemy to draw off altogether or in the eyes of the world to swallow the Declaration 
of Independence without the sauce and disguise of philanthropy. This delusion of fanaticism at 
an end, thousands of Northern people will have leisure to look at home and to see the gulf of 
despotism into which they themselves are rushing.        

        The measure will at one blow strip the enemy of foreign sympathy and assistance, and 
transfer them to the South; it will dry up 
two of his three sources of recruiting; it 
will take from his negro army the only 
motive it could have to fight against the 
South, and will probably cause much of 
it to desert over to us; it will deprive his 
cause of the powerful stimulus of 
fanaticism, and will enable him to see 
the rock on which his so called friends 
are now piloting him. The immediate 
effect of the emancipation and 
enrollment of negroes on the military 
strength of the South would be: To 
enable us to have armies numerically 
superior to those of the North, and a 
reserve of any size we might think 
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necessary; to enable us to take the offensive, move forward, and forage on the enemy. It 
would open to us in prospective another and almost untouched source of supply, and furnish 
us with the means of preventing temporary disaster, and carrying on a protracted struggle. It 
would instantly remove all the vulnerability, embarrassment, and inherent weakness which 
result from slavery. The approach of the enemy would no longer find every household 
surrounded by spies; the fear that sealed the master's lips and the avarice that has, in so many 
cases, tempted him practically to desert us would alike be removed. There would be no 
recruits awaiting the enemy with open arms, no complete history of every neighborhood with 
ready guides, no fear of insurrection in the rear, or anxieties for the fate of loved ones when 
our armies moved forward. The chronic irritation of hope deferred would be joyfully ended with 
the negro, and the sympathies of his whole race would be due to his native South. It would 
restore confidence in an early termination of the war with all its inspiring consequences, and 
even if contrary to all expectations the enemy should succeed in overrunning the South, 
instead of finding a cheap, ready-made means of holding it down, he would find a common 
hatred and thirst for vengeance, which would break into acts at every favorable opportunity, 
would prevent him from settling on our lands, and render the South a very unprofitable 
conquest. It would remove forever all selfish taint from our cause and place independence 
above every question of property. The very magnitude of the sacrifice itself, such as no nation 
has ever voluntarily made before, would appall our enemies, destroy his spirit and his finances, 
and fill our hearts with a pride and singleness of purpose which would clothe us with new 
strength in battle. Apart from all other aspects of the question, the necessity for more fighting 
men is upon us. We can only get a sufficiency by making the negro share the danger and 
hardships of the war. If we arm and train him and make him fight for the country in her hour of 
dire distress, every consideration of principle and policy demand that we should set him and 
his whole race who side with us free. It is a first principle with mankind that he who offers his 
life in defense of the State should receive from her in return his freedom and his happiness, 
and we believe in acknowledgment of this 
principle. The Constitution of the Southern 
States has reserved to their respective 
governments the power to free slaves for 
meritorious services to the State. It is 
politic besides. For many years, ever 
since the agitation of the subject of 
slavery commenced, the negro has been 
dreaming of freedom, and his vivid 
imagination has surrounded that condition 
with so many gratifications that it has 
become the paradise of his hopes. To 
attain it he will tempt dangers and 
difficulties not exceeded by the bravest 
soldier in the field. The hope of freedom is 
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perhaps the only moral incentive that can be applied to him in his present condition. It would 
be preposterous then to expect him to fight against it with any degree of enthusiasm, therefore 
we must bind him to our cause by no doubtful bonds; we must leave no possible loophole for 
treachery to creep in. The slaves are dangerous now, but armed, trained, and collected in an 
army they would be a thousand fold more dangerous: therefore when we make soldiers of 
them we must make free men of them beyond all question, and thus enlist their sympathies 
also. We can do this more effectually than the North can now do, for we can give the negro not 
only his own freedom, but that of his wife and child, and can secure it to him in his old home. 
To do this, we must immediately make his marriage and parental relations sacred in the eyes 
of the law and forbid their sale. The past legislation of the South concedes that large free 
middle class of negro blood, between the master and slave, must sooner or later destroy the 
institution. If, then, we touch the institution at all, we would do best to make the most of it, and 
by emancipating the whole race upon reasonable terms, and within such reasonable time as 
will prepare both races for the change, secure to ourselves all the advantages, and to our 
enemies all the disadvantages that can arise, both at home and abroad, from such a sacrifice. 
Satisfy the negro that if he faithfully adheres to our standard during the war he shall receive his 
freedom and that of his race. Give him as an earnest of our intentions such immediate 
immunities as will impress him with our sincerity and be in keeping with his new condition, 
enroll a portion of his class as soldiers of the Confederacy, and we change the race from a 
dreaded weakness to a position of strength. 
 

        Will the slaves fight? The helots of Sparta stood their masters good stead in battle. In the 
great sea fight of Lepanto where the Christians checked 
forever the spread of Mohammedanism over Europe, the 
galley slaves of portions of the fleet were promised 
freedom, and called on to fight at a critical moment of the 
battle. They fought well, and civilization owes much to 
those brave galley slaves. The negro slaves of Saint 
Domingo, fighting for freedom, defeated their white 
masters and the French troops sent against them. The 
negro slaves of Jamaica revolted, and under the name of 
Maroons held the mountains against their masters for 
150 years; and the experience of this war has been so far 
that half-trained negroes have fought as bravely as many 
other half-trained Yankees. If, contrary to the training of a 
lifetime, they can be made to face and fight bravely 
against their former masters, how much more probable is 
it that with the allurement of a higher reward, and led by 
those masters, they would submit to discipline and face 
dangers. 
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        We will briefly notice a few arguments against this course. It is said Republicanism cannot 
exist without the institution. Even were this true, we prefer any form of government of which the 
Southern people may have the molding, to one forced upon us by a conqueror. It is said the 
white man cannot perform agricultural labor in the South. The experience of this army during 
the heat of summer from Bowling Green, Ky., to Tupelo, Miss., is that the white man is 
healthier when doing reasonable work in the open field than at any other time. It is said an 
army of negroes cannot be spared from the fields. A sufficient number of slaves is now 
administering to luxury alone to supply the place of all we need, and we believe it would be 
better to take half the able bodied men off a plantation than to take the one master mind that 
economically regulated its operations. Leave some of the skill at home and take some of the 
muscle to fight with. It is said slaves will not work after they are freed. We think necessity and a 
wise legislation will compel them to labor for a living. It is said it will cause terrible excitement 
and some disaffection from our cause. Excitement is far preferable to the apathy which now 
exists, and disaffection will not be among the fighting men. It is said slavery is all we are 
fighting for, and if we give it up we give up all. Even if this were true, which we deny, slavery is 
not all our enemies are fighting for. It is merely the pretense to establish sectional superiority 
and a more centralized form of government, and to deprive us of our rights and liberties. We 
have now briefly proposed a plan which we believe will save our country. It may be imperfect, 
but in all human probability it would give us our independence. No objection ought to outweigh 
it which is not weightier than independence. If it is worthy of being put in practice it ought to be 
mooted quickly before the people, and urged earnestly by every man who believes in its 
efficacy. Negroes will require much training; training will require time, and there is danger that 
this concession to common sense may come too late. 

P. R. Cleburne, Major-General, Commanding Division;  
D. C. Govan, Brigadier-General;  
John E. Murray, Colonel Fifth Arkansas;  
G. F. Baucum, Colonel Eighth Arkansas;  
Peter Snyder, Lieutenant-Colonel, Commanding Sixth and Seventh Arkansas;  
E. Warfield, Lieutenant-Colonel, Second Arkansas;  
M. P. Lowrey, Brigadier-General;  
A. B. Hardcastle, Colonel Thirty-Second and Forty-Fifth Mississippi;  
F. A. Ashford, Major Sixteenth Alabama;  
John W. Colquitt, Colonel First Arkansas;  
Rich. J. Person, Major Third and Fifth Confederate;  
G. S. Deakins, Major Thirty-fifth and Eighth Tennessee;  
J. H. Collett, Captain, Commanding Seventh Texas;  
J. H. Kelly, Brigadier-General, Commanding Cavalry Division  
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OFFICIAL RECORDS: Series I, Vol. LII, Part 2, pp. 6 06-609 
The Suppression of Cleburne’s Proposal 

 
WAR DEPARTMENT, C. S. A.,  
 
Richmond, Va., January 24, 1864.  

 
General JOSEPH E. JOHNSTON,  
 
Dalton, Ga.:  

GENERAL: Major-General Walker has communicated directly to the President copies of a memorial 
prepared by Major-General Cleburne, lately the subject of consultation among the generals of division 
in your command, as also of a letter subsequently addressed by himself to the generals present, 
asking the avowal of the opinions entertained by them in relation to such memorial, with their replies. I 
am instructed by the President to communicate with you on the subject. He is gratified to infer, from 
your declining to forward officially General Walker's communication of the memorial, that you neither 
approved the views advocated in it, nor deemed it expedient that, after meeting as they happily did 
the disapproval of the council, they should have further dissemination or publicity. The motives of zeal 
and patriotism which have prompted General Walker's action are, however, fully appreciated, and that 
action is probably fortunate, as it affords an appropriate occasion to express the earnest conviction of 
the President that the dissemination or even promulgation of such opinions under the present 
circumstances of the Confederacy, whether in the Army or among the people, can be productive only 
of discouragement, distraction, and dissension. The agitation and controversy, which must spring 
from the presentation of such views by officers high in public confidence, are to be deeply deprecated 
and while no doubt or mistrust is for a moment entertained of the patriotic intents of the gallant author 
of the memorial, and such of his brother officers as may have favored his opinions, it is requested that 
you will communicate to them, as well as all others present on the occasion, the opinions, as herein 
expressed, of the President, and urge on them the suppression, not only of the memorial itself, but 
likewise of all discussion and controversy respecting or 
growing out of it. I would add that the measures advocated in 
the memorial are considered to be little appropriate for 
consideration in military circles, and indeed in their scope 
passes beyond the bounds of Confederate action, and could 
under our constitutional system neither be recommended by 
the Executive to Congress nor be entertained by that body. 
Such views can only jeopardize among the States and 
people unity and harmony, when for successful co-operation 
and the achievement of independence both are essential.  

With much respect, very truly, yours,  

 
JAMES A. SEDDON,  
 
Secretary of War.  

*********** 

Sec. of War Seddon. NARA 111-BA-1224 
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[CIRCULAR.]  
DALTON, January 31, 1864.  
 
Lieutenant-General HARDEE, Major-General CHEATHAM, HINDMAN, CLEBURNE, STEWART, 
WALKER, Brigadier-Generals BATE and P. ANDERSON:  
 
GENERAL: I have just received a letter from the Secretary of War in reference to Major-General 
Cleburne's memoir read in my quarters about the 2nd instant. In this letter the honorable Secretary 
expresses the earnest conviction of the President "that the dissemination or even promulgation of 
such opinions under the present circumstances of the Confederacy, whether in the Army or among 
the people, can be productive only of discouragement, distraction, and dissension. The agitation and 
controversy which must spring from the presentation of such views by officers high in the public 
confidence are to be deeply deprecated, and while no doubt or mistrust is for a moment entertained 
of the patriotic intents of the gallant author of the memorial, and such of his brother officers as may 
have favored his opinions, it is requested that you communicate to them, as well as all others present 
on the occasion, the opinions, as herein expressed, of the President, and urge on them the 
suppression, not only of the memorial itself, but likewise of all discussion and controversy respecting 
or growing out of it. I would add that the measures advocated in the memorial are considered to be 
little appropriate for consideration in military circles, and indeed in their scope passes beyond the 
bounds of Confederate action, and could under our constitutional system neither be recommended by 
the Executive to Congress nor be entertained by that body. Such views can only jeopardize among 
the States and people unity and harmony, when for successful co-operation and the achievement of 
independence both are essential."  
 
Most respectfully, your obedient servant,  
 
J. E. JOHNSTON, 
General.  
 
P. S. - Major-General CLEBURNE: Be so good as to communicate the views of the President, 
expressed above, to the officers of your division who signed the memorial.  
 
*********** 
DALTON, February 2, 1864.  
 
Honorable JAMES A. SEDDON,  
Secretary of War:  
 
SIR: I had the honor to receive the letter in which you express the views of the President in relation to 
the memorial of Major-General Cleburne on the 31st ultimo, and immediately transmitted his 
instructions in your own language to the officers concerned. None of the officers to whom the 
memorial was read favored the scheme; and Major General Cleburne, as soon as that appeared, 
voluntarily announced that he would be governed by the opinion of those officers, and put away his 
paper. The manner of strengthening our armies by using negroes was discussed, and no other 
thought practicable than that which I immediately proposed to the President. I regarded this 
discussion as confidential, and understood it to be so agreed before the party separated. This and 
General Cleburne's voluntary promise prevented any apprehension in my mind of the agitation of the 
subject of the memorial. I have had no reason since to suppose that it made any impression.  
 
Most respectfully, your obedient servant,  
 
J. E. JOHNSTON,  
General.  


