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�����	�����   Teacher, Nurse, Laundress attached 
to the 1st S.C. Volunteer Infantry (Later the 33rd 
United States Colored Troops), Domestic Worker, 
Member of the Women’s Relief Corps of the Grand 
Army of the Republic, Social Activist�

 

���� ��  Isle of Wight, Georgia’s Sea Islands, August 
6, 1848 
�

���� :  Boston, MA, October 8, 1912 
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[No known written description … see image at right.] 
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�  Writing the first autobiographical account of the 
Civil War written from the perspective of a 
female former slave attached to a regiment of 
United States Colored Troops. 
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�  The Union 
 

�  The 1st SC Vol. Inf. / 33rd USCT 
 

�  African American regiments 
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�  Taylor was secretly educated in Savannah, GA.  
Under slave law, it was illegal to teach slaves 
how to read and write.  To avoid detection, Susie 
and the other children entered the school (home) 
separately and were sure to wrap their books 
with paper. 
 

�  In the opening paragraph of her Memoirs, Taylor 
claims that her great- great grandmother lived to 
be 120 years old AND her great – grandmother 
lived to be 100 years old.   
 

!�����������#	������!�$���	���� ��
�

�  When Fort Pulaski (GA) fell to the Union, US Gen. David Hunter declared all of the slaves in the 
local area to be free.  Taylor’s uncle took Susie and other family members to St. Catherine’s 
Island, where they were under Union protection.  From there, they were transported to St. Simon’s 
Island.   
 

Susie King Taylor.  Image from the frontispiece of Reminiscences  
of My Life in Camp with the 33rd US Colored Troops.  

Library of Congress. 
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�  Susie King Taylor impressed “Captain Whitmore” on the 
journey to St. Simon’s Island with her ability to read, write 
and sew.  Because of this she was recommended to 
“Commodore Goldsborough” who asked her to teach 
former slave children on the island.  She eventually taught 
more and more adults. 
 

�  Taylor was officially hired as a “laundress” for the 1st SC 
Volunteer Infantry (Colored).  In actuality, though, she did 
more work as a teacher and nurse than as a laundress.   
 

�  When Taylor was about 14 years old, she married a man 
from the 1st SC named Edward King. 
 

�  Taylor met Clara Barton while taking care of men who had 
attacked Battery Wagner on Morris Island (especially the 
famous 54th Massachusetts). 
 

�  While it took a year and a half for her husband to receive 
any pay for his service in the military, Taylor didn’t receive 
any money at all for her own service to the Union. 
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·  Taylor’s husband died shortly after the war in a job-related accident.  Her one and only child, a 
son, was born shortly afterwards.  In her Reminiscences, strangely, she never tells us his name.  
All we know is that he died in Shreveport, LA in 1898 and had been an actor.  She married Russell 
Taylor when she was in her 30s.  We know even less about Russell than we know about her first 
husband or her son. 
 

·  Reminiscences of My Life with the 33rd U.S. Colored Troops, Late 1st South Carolina Volunteers, 
was self-published in 1902 after Thomas Wentworth Higginson and others asked Susie to write 
her memoirs.  Higginson had been Colonel of the 33rd USCT 
and was a noted abolitionist.   
 

·  In Taylor’s Reminiscences, she is a very outspoken social 
activist.  Her cries of “Justice!” are loud and passionate, yet 
respectful and hopeful. 
 

·  Most of what we know about Susie King Taylor is taken from 
her memoirs.  Her memoir is the first autobiographical account 
from a female, former slave attached to a USCT regiment. 
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·  Taylor was dedicated to the men in her regiment, as well as 
their families.  She worked long and hard as a teacher, nurse 
and laundress. 
 

·  She was well-educated and a good writer. 
 

·  Even after the war, Taylor served African-American veterans 
through her work with the Women’s Relief Corps, a branch of 
the G.A.R. (Grand Army of the Republic), a very large Union 
veterans’ group. 
 

Many African American men, such as this 
unidentified soldier, enlisted to defend their 
nation and win their freedom – yet were 
treated with extreme inhumanity after the war.  
Library of Congress.  

Thomas Wentworth Higginson,  
from Reminiscences  
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·  She was a passionate social activist.  She was 
outraged by the lack of justice for African Americans 
– even though they had fought for the Union Army 
and served their nation. 
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·  Taylor told us very little about her personal life or 
about the wider context of the Civil War in her 
memoirs.  While this may have been following 
literary traditions of the time, modern-day readers 
want to know more. 

 

·  When describing segregated train travel in the 
Reconstruction South, Taylor speaks against racial 
segregation but seems oblivious to “social 
segregation” based on social status.   
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The following quotes are all taken from Susie King Taylor’s Reminiscences of My Life in Camp 
with the 33 rd US Colored Troops, Late 1 st South Carolina Volunteers . 
 
-“… I now present these reminiscences to you, hoping they may prove of some interest, and show 
how much service and good we can do to each other, and what sacrifices we can make for our liberty 
and rights, and that there were "loyal women," as well as men, in those days, who did not fear shell or 
shot, who cared for the sick and dying; women who camped and fared as the boys did, and who are 
still caring for the comrades in their declining years” (v). 

-“I taught a great many of the comrades in Company E to read and write, when they were off duty.  
Nearly all were anxious to learn.  My husband taught some also when it was convenient for him.  I 
was very happy to know my efforts were successful in camp, and also felt grateful for the appreciation 
of my services.  I gave my services willingly for four years and three months without receiving a 
dollar.  I was glad, however, to be allowed to go with the regiment, to care for the sick and afflicted 
comrades” (21). 

-When at Camp Shaw, I visited the hospital in Beaufort, where I met Clara Barton.  There were a 
number of sick and wounded soldiers there, and I went often to see the comrades.  Miss Barton was 
always very cordial toward me, and I honored her for her devotion and care for those men” (30). 

-"It seems strange how our aversion to seeing suffering is overcome in war, --how we are able to see 
the most sickening sights, such as men with their limbs blown off and mangled by the deadly shells, 
without a shudder, and instead of turning away, how we hurry to assist in alleviating their pain ... with 
feelings only of sympathy and pity" (31). 
 
-“…yet these white men and women [of Charleston] could not tolerate our black Union soldiers, for 
many of them had formerly been their slaves; and although these brave men risked life and limb to 
assist them in their distress, men and even women would  
sneer and molest them whenever they met them (42). 

A home in Charleston, SC, which somehow escaped the fire.  
Library of Congress. 
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-“My dear friends! Do 
we understand the 
meaning of war?  Do 
we know or think of 
that war of ’61?  No, 
we do not, only those 
brave soldiers, and 
those who had 
occasion to be in it, 
can realize what it 
was.  I can and shall 
never forget that 
terrible war until my 
eyes close in death.  
The scenes are just 
as fresh in my mind 
today as in ’61”   (50). 

-“I look around now 
and see the comforts 
that our younger 
generation enjoy, and think of the blood that was shed to make these comforts possible for them, and 
see how little some of them appreciate the old soldiers. My heart burns within me, at this want of 
appreciation. There are only a few of them left now, so let us all, as the ranks close, take a deeper 
interest in them. Let the younger generation take an interest also, and remember that it was through 
the efforts of these veterans that they and we older ones enjoy our liberty to-day” (50-51)”. 

-“In this ‘land of the free’ we are burned, tortured, and denied a fair trial, murdered for any imaginary 
wrong conceived in the brain of the negro-hating white man. There is no redress for us from a 
government which promised to protect all under its flag. It seems a mystery to me. They say, ‘One 
flag, one nation, one country indivisible.’ Is this true? Can we say this truthfully,  when one race is 
allowed to burn, hang, and inflict the most horrible torture weekly, monthly, on another? No, we 
cannot sing ‘My country, 'tis of thee, Sweet land of Liberty’! It is hollow mockery” (61-62). 

-“I do not condemn all of the Caucasian race because the Negro is badly treated by a few …” (66). 

-“God is just; when he created man he made him in his image, and never intended one should misuse 
the other.  All men are born free and equal in his sight” (67). 

-“I am pleased to know at this writing [1902] that the officers and comrades of my regiment stand 
ready to render me assistance whenever required.  It seems like “bread cast upon the water,” and it 
has returned after many days, when it is most needed.  I have received letters from some of the 
comrades, since we parted in 1866, with expressions of gratitude and thanks to me for teaching them 
their first letters” (67). 

-“There are many people who do not know what some of the colored women did during the war.  
There were hundreds of them who assisted the Union soldiers by hiding them and helping them to 
escape.  Many were punished for taking food to the prison stockades for the prisoners… others 
assisted in various ways the Union army.  These things should be kept in history before the people.  

Dress parade of the 1st South Carolina [U.S.C.V.], Beaufort , S.C.  Library of Congress 
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There has never been a greater war in the United States than the one of 1861, where so many lives 
were lost, - not men alone but noble women as well” (68). 

-“It seemed very hard, when [my son’s] father fought to protect the Union and our flag, and yet his boy 
was denied, under this same flag, a berth to carry him home to die, because he was a negro" (71). 
 
-"My people are striving to attain the full standard of all other races born free in the sight of God, and 
in a number of instances have succeeded. Justice we ask,--to be citizens of these United States, 
where so many of our people have shed their blood with their white comrades, that the stars and 
stripes should never be polluted" (75). 
 
'�(�������&������������ ��

-“The writer of the present book was very exceptional among the colored laundresses, in that she 
could read and write and had taught children to do the same; and her whole life and career were most 
estimable, both during the war and in the later period during which she has lived in Boston and has 
made many friends” (Reminiscences, introduction by Thomas Wentworth Higginson).  

"DEAR MADAM, --The manuscript of the story of your army life reached me to-day. I have read it with 
much care and interest, and I most willingly and cordially indorse it as a truthful account of your 
unselfish devotion and service through more than three long years of war in which the 33d Regiment 
bore a conspicuous part in the great conflict for human liberty and the restoration of the Union. I most 
sincerely regret that through a technicality you are debarred from having your name placed on the roll 
of pensioners, as an Army Nurse; for among all the number of heroic women whom the government 
is now rewarding, I know of no one more deserving than yourself." (Reminiscences, Introduction.  
From Lt. Col. C.T. Trowbridge, final commander of the 33rd USCT, April 7, 1902.)  

After the Civil War, African Americans continued to serve – most notably as “Buffalo Soldiers”.  Several of 
the men in this group are wearing buffalo hide coats.  Library of Congress. 
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·  Aug. 6 1848  Susie Baker was born at the Grest Farm on the Isle of Wight, in Liberty County, GA.   
This was 35 miles from Savanna.  She was the first of nine children born into slavery. 
 

·  ca. 1855  Susie moved to Savannah with her grandmother, Dolly.  A younger brother and sister  
also lived there.  Susie was able to visit her mother every three months.   
 
She and her brother were secretly taught by a widow, Mrs. Woodhouse, and her 
daughter Mary Jane.  This was against Georgia’s slave law.  
(http://academic.udayton.edu/race/02rights/slavelaw.htm#11)  
 

“Punishment for teaching slaves or free persons of color to read. -- If any slave, Negro, or 
free person of color, or any white person, shall teach any other slave, Negro, or free 
person of color, to read or write either written or printed characters, the said free person 
of color or slave shall be punished by fine and whipping, or fine or whipping, at the 
discretion of the court.” 

 
·  Ca. 1857  Susie attended another underground school; this one was operated by Mrs. Mary  

Beasley.  In May 1860 she was told to find another teacher because Mrs. Beasley had 
taught her all she knew (Reminiscences 6). 
 

·  Summer 1860 Susie’s white friend, Katie O'Connor, secretly taught Susie for about four months. 
 
·  Fall 1860 -   The landlord's son, James Blouis, taught Susie until he was sent to battle as part  

mid-1861    of the Savannah (GA) Volunteer Guards.   
 
·  April 12-14, 1861 Fort Sumter (Charleston, SC) was bombarded after Star of the West, an unarmed  

merchant ship, attempted to bring supplies.  The U.S. fort fell to the Confederacy, 
marking the beginning of the Civil War.  
(http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battle_of_Fort_Sumter) 

 
·  August 6, 1861 The First Confiscation Act was passed; slaves who worked for the Confederate military  

were freed when captured by the Union. 
 
·  March 31, 1862 US Gen. David Hunter was made Commander of the Union’s Department of the South.   

(http://mrlincolnandfreedom.org/co
ntent_inside.asp?ID=32&subjectI
D=3) 

 
·  April 1, 1862 Susie was sent to live with her  

mother.   Dolly had been arrested 
at a church service for (allegedly) 
singing “freedom hymns”. 

 
·  April 10-11, 1862 The Union fired on Confederate- 

held Fort Pulaski, which was 
forced to surrender on 
April 12, 1862.   The mortar (brick) 
fort was heavily damaged.  Mortar 
forts were proved to be obsolete 
in the face of heavy caliber rifled 
artillery. When the Confederates 
lost Ft. Pulaski, the port at 

Currier and Ives print of Bombardment of Fort Pulaski.   
Library of Congress LC-USZ62-14002 
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Savannah was closed to the South. In 6 weeks the fort was repaired for Union use.  
(http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battle_of_Fort_Pulaski.)  

 
·  April 13, 1862 Susie, her uncle, and his large family fled to Union territory by way of St. Catherine  

Island (one of the Georgia Sea Islands).  (http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sea_Islands) They 
stayed there for two weeks until taken to St. Simon's Island by a Union gunboat.  While 
on the journey to St. Simon's, Captain Whitmore talked with Susie and was impressed 
that she could read, write and sew.  Whitmore told Commodore Goldsborough.  
Goldsborough asked Susie to teach at a school for African American children and 
agreed to find books for the students.  She taught about 40 children plus a number of 
very eager adults at St. Simon’s.  She was fourteen years old. 

 
·  May 9, 1862  Gen. David Hunter issued General Order No. 11, freeing  

slaves in the Department of the South (Florida, Georgia, 
and South Carolina).  
 

“The three States of Georgia, Florida and South 
Carolina … having deliberately declared themselves no 
longer under the protection of the United States of 
America, and having taken up arms against the said 
United States, it becomes a military necessity to 
declare them under martial law. This was … done on 
the 25th day of April, 1862. Slavery and martial law in a 
free country are altogether incompatible; the persons in 
these three States — Georgia, Florida, and South 
Carolina— heretofore held as slaves, are therefore 
declared forever free.” 
– Maj. Gen. David Hunter, Department of the South   
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/David_Hunter#General_Ord
er_No._11  

 
Hunter also began to enlist African American soldiers 
[including the 1st South Carolina (African Descent).]  
Susie was attached to the regiment as a laundress and 
traveled with it for the remainder of the war. 

 
While she was on St. Simon’s island Susie married 
Edward King, a Sergeant in Company E of the 1st SC. 
 

·  May 19, 1862 Abraham Lincoln declared General Order No. 11 void.   
He was concerned about losing the support of Border 
States.  The 1st SC would have to be disbanded.  
(http://13thamendment.harpweek.com/) 

 
·  Early June 1862 False rumors were flying about an end to the war.   

Refugees on St. Simon’s Island were told, “Those who 
were on the union side would remain free, and those in 
bondage were to work three days for their masters and 
three for themselves” (Reminiscences 12).  Susie was asked if she would rather return 
to Savannah or emigrate to Liberia (Africa).  She preferred Liberia. 

 
·  July 16, 1862 The Second Confiscation Act was approved by Congress.  Slaves  

living in states rebelling against the Union (Confederate states) were considered free.  
The Union intended to free them gradually.  

 
·  July 17, 1862 Under the Militia Act of 1862, approved this day, African American  soldiers would be  

David Hunter.   
Library of Congress  

Rufus Saxton.  
Library of Congress.  
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accepted into the Union army “for the purpose of constructing intrenchments, or 
performing camp service or any other labor, or any military or naval service for which 
they may be found competent”.  Also, these soldiers would receive $10 per month - $3 of 
which might be toward clothing.  The regiment refused pay rather than accept partial 
pay.  Susie wrote that she herself received no pay at all for her service for the Union. 

 
Also under the Militia Act, “when any man or boy of African descent, who by the laws of 
any State shall owe service or labor to any person who, during the present rebellion, has 
levied war or has borne arms against the United States, or adhered to their enemies by 
giving them aid and comfort, shall render any such service as is provided for in this act, 
he, his mother and his wife and children, shall forever thereafter be free” 
(www.history.umd.edu/Freedmen/milact.htm).   

 
·  August 25, 1862 Secretary of War Edwin Stanton  

authorized Gen. Rufus Saxton (Union Military Governor of SC) to raise five regiments of 
African American soldiers.  The 1st SC was reinstated and  became one of the first 
authorized black Union regiments.  Still, the 1st SC was not paid for a year and a half. 

 
·  Sept. 22, 1862 Even though the Battle of Antietam (September 16-18) was not the resounding victory  

Lincoln had hoped for; the President issued a preliminary Emancipation Proclamation.  
This “freed” slaves in Confederate states – minus certain areas still loyal to the Union.  
Slave-owning Border States were exempt as well.  
 

·  October 1862 Susie left with the 1st SC for Beaufort, SC, where she worked as a laundress and nurse  
– and taught (Reminiscences 15).  
 
(Connections: Robert Smalls)   

    
·  Nov. 1862  Thomas Wentworth Higginson became colonel of the 1st SC.   This abolitionist had been  

a member of the “Secret Six” – a group which supported John Brown three years earlier.  
He stayed with the regiment until wounded in October 1864. 

 
Expedition into Darien, 
GA, to discover the 
strength of pickets, 
destroy salt works, 
capture supplies and 
recruit slaves (Romero 
68). 

 
·  January 1 1863 The regiment  

celebrated as the 
Emancipation 
Proclamation officially 
took effect. 
Rev. Mansfield French 
gave a speech and two 
stands of colors were 
given to the regiment 
(Reminiscences 18). 

“"Emancipation Day in South Carolina" - the Color-Sergeant of the 1st  South Carolina 
(Colored) addressing the regiment, after having been presented with the Stars and 
Stripes, at Smith's plantation, Port Royal, January 1”.  From Leslie’s Illustrated.  LC-
USZ62-88808 
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·  Late Jan. 1863 Mt. Mary’s [River]  
Expedition.  The men 
earned respect and 
proved their bravery 
under fire. 
 

·  February 1863 Varioloid (smallpox)  
outbreak in camp.  
Susie cared for the 
soldiers but did not 
get the disease 
because she had 
been vaccinated.   

 

·  March 1863  Susie and the 1st SC  
were sent to 
Jacksonville, FL.   In capturing 
Jacksonville, the 1st SC not only earned respect, but 
proved that white and black soldiers could cooperate 
(Romero 69-70).  Enemy shelling was dangerous 
enough that Susie was sent to a hotel used as a 
hospital (Reminiscences 24).  Later, the Union 
abandoned Jacksonville. 

 

·  April 1863  The regiment was sent to Port Royal / Beaufort  
(SC) for picket duty.  Susie watched the men trading 
food and tobacco with opposing Southern pickets 
across the Coosaw River.  Soldiers named their 
camp “Camp Shaw”, after Robert Gould Shaw of the 
54th Mass. (Romero 70). 

 

Susie learned to clean and test-fire the regiment’s 
guns.  She also helped pack cartridge boxes and 
haversacks. 

 

·  July 1863  Edisto River Expedition.  Her husband, Edward,  
was wounded near the Pocotaligo  River.   Around this time, Susie witnessed the 
execution of a deserter (or possible spy) (Reminiscences 27-28). 
 

·  July 18, 1863 Assault on Fort Wagner, SC.   The 54th Massachusetts, an African-American regiment –  
took heavy casualties.  Colonel Robert Gould Shaw was killed and buried with his men.    
See www.civilwar.org/battlefields/battery-wagner.html  
 

Susie met Clara Barton in Beaufort, SC:  “Miss Barton was always very cordial toward 
me, and I honored her for her devotion and care for those men” (Reminiscences 30).  
Clara stationed herself at the Sea Islands for about eight months, and she respected the 
sacrifices of African-American soldiers:   “I can see again, the scarlet flow of blood as it 
rolled over the black limbs beneath my hands.”  Clara and Susie worked together 
occasionally (Romero 72).  Connections:  Clara Barton  

 

·  Dec. 1863 -  During a boat trip from Hilton Head to Beaufort, SC, Susie almost drowned when the 
vessel capsized.  
 

·  Feb. 8, 1864 The 1st SC was redesignated as the 33rd USCT.  The men were not pleased, as they  
were proud of being the 1st regiment organized in SC. 

 
·  Feb. 1865  Fall of Charleston, SC.   The regiment helped extinguish a catastrophic fire which was  

Clara Barton.  Library of Congress 

 
Ruins of Charleston, SC, 1865.  Library of Congress 
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probably set by retreating Confederates to prevent materials from falling into Union 
hands. Taylor wrote that the regiment – along with white soldiers – tried valiantly to help 
these civilians.  Still, many citizens sneered at them. (Reminiscences 42).  
 

·  March 3, 1865 The Enrollment Act of March 1865 gave black soldiers full pay for their military service,  
including back pay.  Susie, however, “gave [her] services willingly for four years and 
three months without receiving a dollar" (Reminiscences p. 21).   
 

·  April 9, 1865  Robert E. Lee surrendered the Army of Northern VA to Ulysses S. Grant at Appomattox.   
 

·  April 14, 1865  On Good Friday, Abraham Lincoln was shot by actor John Wilkes Booth while the  
president was attending a performance of Our American Cousin at Ford’s Theater, 
Washington. He died early the next morning, April 15, 1865. 

 
·  April 26, 1865 Joseph Johnston surrendered the Army of Tennessee to William T. Sherman near  

Durham Station, NC.   
 

·  Feb. 9, 1866  The 33rd USCT mustered out of service at Morris Island, SC.  Susie and her husband  
moved to Savannah, GA.   

 
She opened a school for black children, receiving one dollar per month per child.  A free 
school, the “Beach Institute”, opened nearby and she was forced to close her own 
school.  The Beach Institute had been built by the Freedmen’s Bureau. 
 

·  Sept. 16, 1866  Susie’s husband, Edward, was killed in a job-related accident.  He had been a skilled  
carpenter, but due to racial prejudice he could not find work.  He had taken a job as a 
stevedore – someone who loads and unloads ships.   She was forced to give up 
teaching in December. 

 
Their son was born shortly after Edward died.  She wrote that she was left “to welcome a 
little stranger alone” (Reminiscences 54).   Strangely, Susie does not give us his name. 

 
·  April 1867  Susie’s father,  

who had worked on a gunboat, died.  Susie’s mother began to buy land –  
she started with 10 acres and eventually owned 700 acres.  Susie was quite proud. 

 
Taylor opened a 
school for African 
Americans in 
Liberty County, 
(GA).  Without 
any pension or 
other financial 
assistance from 
her husband’s 
service in the 
Union army, 
financial issues 
forced her to 
close this school 
in 1867.  She 
closed another 
school in 1868. 
She had taught 
both children and African American dock workers.  National Archives. 
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adults, sometimes in night school.   
 

With no money, she was forced to leave her baby with her mother and abandon teaching 
for domestic work (cooking, cleaning, washing, caring for children, and so on).  She 
worked for several employers before coming to Boston, MA in the mid 1870s.   

 

·  1872   Susie applied for her husband’s soldier bounty.  She received $100. 
 

·  1879   Susie married Russell Taylor.  We know very little about him. 
 

·  1880   While traveling from Boston to New York, a vessel named the Narragansett collided with  
their steamer, the Stonington.  She witnessed or was involved in several ocean mishaps. 

 

·  1886   In 1886 Taylor helped organize Corps 67 of the Women’s Relief Corps, an auxiliary to  
the Grand Army of the Republic, or GAR.  She worked to support Civil War and Spanish-
American War soldiers for the rest of her life. 

 

·  1889   Susie’s grandmother, Dolly died.   
 

·  1896   Under the direction of the Women’s Relief Corps, Susie helped take a large-scale  
census of Union veterans living in western Massachusetts.    

 
�  Feb. 1898   Taylor traveled to Shreveport, LA, to be with her dying son.  She was forced to ride in  

segregated railroad cars along the way.  She was also unable to get a berth on a sleeper 
car to transport him home.  “It seemed very hard, “she said, “when his father fought to 
protect the Union and our flag, and yet this boy was denied, under this same flag, a 
berth to carry him home to die, because he was a Negro” (Reminiscences p. 72). 

 
·  1901   Taylor’s second husband, Russell Taylor, died.   

 
·  1902   Taylor published her memoirs – the first auto-biographical account from an African  

American woman who served with the military during the Civil War (Romero 7).  The 
final chapters (“Thoughts on Present Conditions” and “A Visit to Louisiana”) are powerful 
cries for justice even 100 years after publication.  "My people are striving to attain the full 
standard of all other races born free in the sight of God, and in a number of instances 
have succeeded,” she writes.  “Justice we ask, -- to be citizens of these United States, 
where so many of our people have shed their blood with their white comrades, that the 
stars and stripes should never be polluted” (p. 75). 
 

·  1912   Taylor died in 1912  
and was buried next 
to her second 
husband - in an 
unmarked grave  
– at Mount Hope 
Cemetery in 
Roslindale, MA. 

 
 

�
�

“Negro G.A.R. veterans parading, New York City, May 30, 1912.”  Library of Congress 
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I. Culture 

How would you describe the culture of 
the Sea Islands (SC, GA, and FL) 
before the Civil War?  How did this 
culture change during and after the war?  
How did the white experience and the 
black experience differ? Compare and 
contrast the African American cultural 
experience in Boston, in Charleston, 
and in the Sea Islands. 

Susie was about 14 years old when she 
married Edward King.  Her mother was 
also married at about the same age.  
How has our cultural view on marriage 
changed from the 1800s to today?  
Why? 

We know hardly anything about Edward 
King or Russell Taylor.  Taylor never 
mentions her son’s name, though we do  
know he was an actor.  Why did she write so little about her personal life in her Reminiscences?   

Why do we have so few historical memoirs written by African American women?   

Read Thomas Wentworth Higginson’s comments at the beginning of Taylor’s Reminiscences.  How 
would you describe his attitude towards Taylor and towards himself?  How would you describe 
Higginson as a product of his culture?   

Why was slavery as much a cultural institution as an economic institution?   How would this impact 
the aftereffects of emancipation, which Susie King Taylor denounced so loudly?  Taylor doesn’t name 
these periods “Emancipation”, “Reconstruction” and “Redemption”, but she describes them vividly. 
How would you define these eras?  How did culture make room for different ideas and beliefs?  What 
conflicts occurred and why?   

Taylor learned to clean and fire the regiment’s muskets.  Was this typical for women of the period?  If 
so, where and when?  How did gender roles change during and after the Civil War?   

How might African-American culture change with the onset of access to learning?  Did Civil War- / 
Reconstruction- / “Redemption”– era African Americans achieve widespread literacy?  What is the 
role of schools in our culture today?   What was the cultural role of schools in the 1800s and early 
1900s? 

 

“A class in mathematical geography studying earth's rotation around the sun, 
Hampton Institute, Hampton, Virginia”.  Library of Congress  
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II. Time, Continuity and Change 

Before the Civil War, nursing was a predominately male 
occupation.  How and why did the Civil War cause nursing 
to become more and more of a female occupation?   

Taylor describes the Union war effort in South Carolina, 
Georgia and the Sea Islands.  What battles and conflicts 
occurred there, and why? 

Taylor learned to clean and fire the regiment’s muskets.  
Was this typical for women of the period?  If so, where and 
when?  How did gender roles change during and after the 
Civil War?   

Charleston, SC was burned in early 1865.  Reminiscences 
describes the 33rd USCT effort to help put out the fires.  
Why was the city burned?  Was this part of US Gen. 
William T. Sherman’s plans?  Why does Taylor say that the 
citizens of Charleston couldn’t tolerate the black soldiers – 
even though they were helping put out the fires?  How had 
the role of African Americans changed from 1860 to 1865? 

Why was Taylor’s Civil War 
experience so uncommon?  How does 
this make her Reminiscences a 
valuable part of our national memory? 

Why and when did the Union begin to 
recruit and organize regiments of 
African American soldiers?  Who were 
some of the people most active in this 
effort?  Why did the 1st South Carolina 
Volunteers become the 33rd United 
States Colored Troops (USCT)?   

Which African American men made up 
the 1st South Carolina / 33rd USCT 
versus the 54th Massachusetts USCT?  
Why?  Taylor wrote with great praise 
for the men of the 33rd and 54th 
USCTs.  How did the USCTs 
reputation as fighting men change over the course of the war?  Why?  How was the status of African 
Americans as a group changed?  In what famous battles did USCTs participate? 

Susie King Taylor had great expectations for freedom and equal rights for African Americans after the 
war.  How did racism and the lack of economic opportunity leave Taylor – and millions of others - 
bitterly disappointed?  Knowing what you know about United States history, what do you think might 
have eased the African-American transition into freedom?  What institutions and opportunities needed 
to be present? 

“Morris Island, South Carolina. The Beacon House after the struggle for Fort Wagner, 
July 18, 1863. It was the headquarters of General W.H. Davis of the 104th 
Pennsylvania and had also been used by General Gillmore as a signal station.” 
Library of Congress. 

African American nursing student, ca. 1899.  
Library of Congress. 
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Why were Susie King Taylor and 
many former slaves so eager to 
go to places like Massachusetts?  
Do you think Boston, 
Massachusetts and the North in 
general lived up to their 
expectations?  How?  Why? 

Why weren’t African Americans 
paid for their first 18 months of 
service?  What took place before 
they were paid?  How did this 
affect soldiers and their families?  

Twice, Taylor’s schools were put 
out of business by the nearby 
establishment of a “Beach 
Institute”.  What was a Beach 
Institute?  How did this school 
compare to other schools of the time period? 

What was a soldier’s “bounty money”?  Why didn’t Taylor receive her first husband’s bounty until 
1872?  When were pensions available to the widows of African American soldiers?  What were the 
conditions? 

Why wasn’t Taylor able to bring her son north when he was dying? 

III. People, Places and Environments  

How was culture in Sea Islands affected by crops grown and the environment?  What cash crops 
were grown on the Sea Islands?  Why?  How did life on the plantations differ from life in the cities 
(such as Charleston and Savannah)?    

Only 17% of people on the Sea Islands were white; the rest were slaves who were largely isolated 
from rest of society.  Why?  How would this affect their culture and their perceptions of self?  How did 
this change when white plantation owners were forced to flee their plantations?  How did this change 
after the war?  (Romero 10). 

On a map, locate the following areas:  Sea Islands of SC – GA – FL, Savannah, Charleston, Port 
Royal, Darien, Hilton Head, Beaufort, Jacksonville, Ft. Pulaski, Ft. Wagner, Ft. Gregg, St. Simon’s 
Island, Morris Island, Folly Island, St. Mary’s River, the Edisto River.   Why were these areas 
important in the Union war strategy? 

How did Taylor’s mother sending her to Savannah (for an education) affect her identity and her future 
opportunities?  How did this make her different from other African Americans who were born on the 
Sea Islands? 

Why should we save Civil War battlefields?  How can we do so?  What environmental, political and 
economic factors need to be considered? 

Sea Island School No. 1, St. Helena Island, SC.  Library of Congress. 
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IV. Individual Development and Identity 

How did Susie King Taylor gain an education? How did being able to read and write (as well as sew) 
give Taylor an advantage over other free African Americans in the area?  Why were free blacks often 
so eager to read and write? 

How did Taylor’s living in Savannah (to gain an education) affect her identity and future?  How did this 
make her different from other African Americans who born on the Sea Islands? 

Supposedly, when offered the choice of either moving to Liberia or returning to the South to work for 
her former master, Taylor chose Liberia.  Why might she have chosen this?   Why did others choose 
this?  Why did others opt to stay in the South?   

In addition to nursing, teaching and working as a laundress, Taylor cleaned and fired the regiment’s 
muskets.  Were these roles typical for women of the period?  If so, where and when?  How did 
gender roles change during and after the Civil War?   

From what you read in Reminiscences, how would you describe Taylor’s views on social status?  Is 
this consistent with her views on racial equality and freedom?  Why or why not? 

How did Susie King Taylor’s experience with white abolitionists and sympathetic white military officers 
mold her view of America?  Her hopes for freedom & equality?   

At Fort Wagner and Charleston, Taylor wrote that she saw skulls “lying about”.  Why?  How many 
“unknown” casualties were there in the military (unidentified bodies)?  How did the “unaccounted” loss 
of so many people affect society after the war?  How did people in the 1800s mourn their dead?  
What are our mourning customs today? 

Susie King Taylor wrote of military  
activities at Darien, GA.  At one 
point, the town was raided and 
burned (54th Mass. and 2nd SC).  
Why did men like Robert Gould 
Shaw (Colonel, 54th Mass.) fear 
that the reputation of black 
soldiers would be damaged? 

Taylor said that theaters in TN 
had been petitioned not to 
perform Uncle Tom’s Cabin as 
this would disturb children.  Yet, 
the same people ignored violent 
acts against blacks such as 
lynchings.  What was Uncle 
Tom’s Cabin and what did it 
portray?  What was its role in 
the onset of the American Civil 
War?  Why did some people 
object to its performance? Poster advertising a production of Uncle Tom’s Cabin.  Library of Congress. 
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V. Individuals, Groups and Institutions 

Institutions such as schools, churches and even families 
have been damaged, disrupted or unavailable to many 
African Americans throughout our history.  How?  Why?  
How did Taylor trace her family history? 

How and when did widespread education become 
available to African Americans?  Why did Taylor and 
other African-American children in Savannah, GA wrap 
their books in paper when walking to school?  How did 
they mask the fact that they were going to a school?  
What types of training were available to African 
Americans?  [See pages 25-30 of Reminiscences.]  

In the absence of “regular” civilian institutions, Civil War 
military regiments found ways to organize around 
common needs, beliefs and interests.  How?  How might USCTs have organized similar “institutions”? 

How did the lack of economic opportunity for African American women shape Taylor’s life history?  
How was Susie King Taylor’s decision to teach / open schools as much an economic decision 
(necessity) as a part of civic duty? 

What was the role of missionaries – especially northern missionaries – in helping newly freed African 
Americans?  What was Taylor’s experience with missionaries? 

Which abolitionists did Susie King Taylor meet during the Civil War?  What was their role in working 
for freedom and/or equality?  Are freedom and equality the same thing?  Why or why not? 

Which African American men made up the 1st South Carolina / 33rd USCT versus the 54th 
Massachusetts USCT?  Why?  Taylor wrote with great praise for the men of the 33rd and 54th USCTs.  
How did the USCTs reputation as fighting men change over the course of the war?  Why?  How was 
the status of African Americans as a group changed?  In what famous battles did USCTs participate? 

Susie King Taylor wrote of military activities at Darien, GA.  At one point, the town was raided and 
burned (54th Massachusetts and 2nd SC).  Men like Robert Gould Shaw (Colonel, 54th Mass.) 
despised this action and feared that the reputation of black soldiers would be damaged.  Why did he 
fear this? 

Taylor opens her memoirs by stating that her great- great-grandmother was 120 years old when she 
died; her great-grandmother was 100 when she died and had 24 children.  Is there any way to 
confirm these facts?  Why or why not?  How were records of African American marriages, births and 
deaths recorded before and shortly after the Civil War? 

VI.  Power, Authority and Governance 

Why did Maj. Gen David Hunter declare slaves around Ft. Pulaski free?  Why did Lincoln allow this 
action, when, in 1861, he countermanded Gen John Fremont’s order in MO?  What kind of power did 
Maj. Gen. David Hunter have as a general, especially as a “conquering force” in this particular area of 
the South?    

Five generations of slaves.  Beaufort, SC.   
Library of Congress. 
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How did the anti-slavery views of Edwin Stanton (Abraham 
Lincoln’s Secretary of War) affect Union policy and eventual 
societal change?  How did this affect Susie King Taylor? 
 

Why wasn’t the regiment which eventually became the 1st SC 
Volunteers recognized when it was first organized?   
 

Why was Susie King Taylor part of “the only gathering of blacks 
anywhere in the country where the [Emancipation] Proclamation 
could have had an effective emancipatory function” (Romero 14)?  
When was Taylor “free” by virtue of her position within Union 
lines?  When was she “free” by virtue of the Emancipation 
Proclamation?  When was she “free” by virtue of Constitutional 
amendments?  Is there a difference in these types of freedom?  
Why or why not?  How would you explain “freedom”?  How do 
governments and laws affect individual freedom? 
 

In the antebellum South, why did slaves need to have a pass to 
travel alone?  Why did free blacks still need to have a “guardian”?  
What happened if you were caught without a pass?  Or on a 
street past “curfew”?   
 

Why were blacks forbidden to be taught to read / write?  Why was 

it said that educated blacks would not tolerate 
submission (Romero 35)? 
 

Which abolitionists did Susie King Taylor meet 
during the Civil War?  What was their role in 
working for freedom and/or equality?  Are freedom 
and equality the same thing?  Why or why not? 
 
Why weren’t African Americans paid for first 18 
months of service?  What had to take place before 
they were paid?  How did this affect soldiers – and 
their families?  
 

Taylor writes that the 33rd USCT (and other 
USCTs) had the opportunity to free many slaves 
during its military activities.  And, that these same 
slaves were recruited into the USCTs.  Officially, 
the Union was strongly opposed to forcing 
freedmen into the Union ranks.  However, do you 
think that all of the freedmen came voluntarily?  
Why or why not?  Might some have been forced 
into joining?  Why or why not?   
 

Like many Africans, abolitionists and others, Susie 
King Taylor had great expectations for freedom 
and equal rights for African Americans after the 
war.  Racism and the lack of economic opportunity left millions bitterly disappointed.  Knowing what 
you know about United States history, what do you think might have eased the African-American 
transition into freedom (institutions, laws, etc.)? 

Edwin Stanton.  Library of Congress 

“Worse than Slavery.”  An alliance between the Ku Klux 
Klan and the White League.  Print by Thomas Nash.  

Library of Congress 
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Which abolitionists did Susie King 
Taylor meet during the Civil War?  
What was their role in working for 
freedom and/or equality?  Are 
freedom and equality the same 
thing?  Why or why not? 

VII. Production, Consumption 
and Distribution 

How did being able to read and 
write (as well as sew) give Susie 
King Taylor an advantage over 
other freed blacks in the Sea 
Islands?   

How did the lack of economic 
opportunity for African American 
women shape Taylor’s life history?  
How was Taylor’s decision to teach 
/ open schools as much an 
economic decision (necessity) as a 
part of civic duty? 

When former slaves (such as Taylor and her family) were declared “contraband of war”, how did this 
hinder the Confederate war effort and home front?  The Union war effort?   

When were African American soldiers – like Taylor’s first husband – finally paid for their services?  
Why?  How much money did Taylor receive for her wartime services?  How did Susie and her 
husband survive without being paid for so long? 

In 1862, part of the Sea Islands came into Union possession.  Southern planters were forced to flee.  
What sought-after crop was left behind?  Why was this crop different in the Sea Islands as opposed 
to other parts of the South?  Who harvested this crop?  Who benefitted from their labor?   

Charleston, SC was burned in early 1865.  Reminiscences describes the 33rd USCTs efforts to help 
put out the fires.  Why was the city burned?  Was this part of US Gen. William T. Sherman’s plans?  
Why does Taylor say that the citizens of Charleston still couldn’t tolerate black soldiers?  How had the 
role of African Americans changed from 1860 to 1865? 

Taylor saw opposing picket lines trading with one another.  What did they trade, and why?   

How did the economic experience change (or not change) for African Americans after the war?  Why?  
How would you describe Taylor’s economic experience?  Was this typical?  Why or why not? 

Why was it remarkable that Taylor’s mother – a former slave - owned 700 acres of land after the war?  
What did land signify to former slaves? 

Susie’s first husband, Edward King, was forced to take a job unloading ships after the war.  Even 
though he was a carpenter, he could no longer find this type of employment due to the “black codes”.  

Detail from “Our Cotton Campaign in South Carolina” from  
Frank Leslie’s Illustrated Newspaper.  Library of Congress. 
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What were the black codes and what was their end result?   
 

Susie King Taylor had great expectations for freedom, equal rights and opportunity for African 
Americans.  Thousands of blacks –male and female – had served their nation with distinction.  
Racism and the lack of economic opportunity, however, left them bitterly disappointed.  What laws 
and institutions might have eased the African-American transition to freedom? 
 
Taylor’s grandmother, Dolly, lost her life’s savings when the Freedmen’s Bank collapsed.  What was 
the Freedmen’s Bank?  Why did it collapse?  How did this affect blacks who had participated? 

VIII. Science, Technology and Society 

Taylor mentions that she did not get smallpox during a regimental outbreak because she had been 
vaccinated.   How was smallpox vaccination accomplished in the 1800s?  She also mentions 
sassafras tea [a home remedy] for staying well.  Is it possible that this remedy might work?  Why or 
why not?  What home remedies were commonly used in the Confederacy during the war, and why? 
 

Taylor helped nurse sick and wounded soldiers.  What were common illnesses among soldiers?  Why 
were there outbreaks of disease among new soldiers?  How were these diseases treated?  How were 
wounded soldiers treated?  What were the recovery rates from these illnesses and wounds?   

IX. Global Connections 

 Taylor wrote of activities at Darien, GA.  At one point, the town was raided and burned.  Men like 
Robert Gould Shaw (Colonel, 54th Mass. USCT) despised this action and feared that the reputation of 
black soldiers would be sullied, that the men would be seen as little more than vandals and thieves.  
Why did he fear this?   In the 21st century, how might this principle apply to our own lives?   How do 
we represent ourselves as Americans, as members of a state or town, as members of a school, etc., 
and how does this affect our relations with outsiders?   
 
Briefly, Taylor mentioned that her ancestors fought in the Revolutionary War.  What was the African-
American contribution in this war?  How did British soldiers (and the world) view African-Americans in 
the military?  How did the world view African-American military contributions in the Civil War?  
[Several memoirs 
were written by white 
commanders of 
African American 
regiments and re-
printed overseas (one 
of them was written 
by Thomas 
Wentworth 
Higginson).  How 
were these memoirs 
received?] 

Note from the Treasury-Office,  State of Connecticut, 1782.  To Mr. Juba Freeman,  
an African American Revolutionary War soldier.  Library of Congress. 
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Early in Reminiscences, Taylor mentions that the 
soldiers’ first uniform had red pants.  Why?  What 
traditions did this follow? 

X. Civic Ideals and Practices 

How was Susie King Taylor’s decision to teach and open 
her own schools as much an economic necessity as a 
civic duty? 

When did African Americans become full citizens of the 
United States?  Would Taylor have said that blacks were 
full citizens of the United States in her lifetime?  Support 
your answers. 

What was the “Women’s Relief Corps”?  What was its 
function?  How did Taylor serve her country and her 
community within the organization?     

While in Shreveport, LA, Taylor was disappointed to find 
that many African-American veterans did not wear any 
kind of regimental insignia (badges).  Why was this 
happening?  What rights were being denied to African 
American veterans? 

How did Taylor’s experiences with abolitionists, 
missionaries and white officers help mold her beliefs 
about freedom and equality?  Which abolitionists did 
Susie King Taylor meet during the Civil War?  What was 
their role in working for African American freedom and/or equality?  Are freedom and equality the 
same thing?  Why or why not?  

Why weren’t African Americans paid for first 18 months of service?  What had to take place before 
they were paid?  How did this affect soldiers and their families?  How did this reflect their hopes and 
dreams as well as civic ideals? 

Which African American men made up the 1st South Carolina / 33rd USCT versus the 54th 
Massachusetts USCT?  Why?  Taylor wrote with great praise for the men of the 33rd and 54th USCTs.  
How did the USCTs reputation as fighting men change over the course of the war?  Why?  How was 
the status of African Americans as a group changed?  In what famous battles did USCTs participate? 

Susie King Taylor wrote of activities at Darien, GA.  At one point, the town was raided and burned.  
Men like Robert Gould Shaw (Colonel, 54th Massachusetts USCT) despised this action and feared 
that the reputation of black soldiers would be sullied, that the men would be seen as little more than 
vandals and thieves.  Why did he fear this?   In the 21st century, how might this principle apply to our 
own lives?   (i.e. – how we represent ourselves as Americans, as members of a state or town, as 
members of a school, etc., and how we’re seen by outsiders)  

Taylor writes that the 33rd USCT (and other USCTs) had the opportunity to free many slaves during 
its military activities.  And, that these same slaves were recruited into the USCTs.  Officially, the 

Detail of engraving in Harper’s Weekly: 
“And not this man?”   Library of Congress. 
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Union was strongly opposed to forcing freedmen into the Union 
ranks.  However, do you think that all of the freedmen came 
voluntarily?  Why or why not?  Might some have been forced into 
joining?  Why or why not?   

Like many Africans, abolitionists and others, Susie King Taylor had 
great expectations for freedom and equal rights for African 
Americans after the war.  Racism and the lack of economic 
opportunity left millions bitterly disappointed, however.  Knowing what 
you know about United States history, what do you think might have 
eased the African-American transition into freedom (institutions, laws, 
etc.)? 

In “Thoughts on Present Conditions” (Chapter XIII in Reminiscences), 
Taylor says that in Boston “the black man is given equal justice.”  Do 
you agree with her assessment?  Explain. 

How is saving Civil War battlefields a measure of our respect for our 
veterans?  How might battlefield preservation be considered a civic 
responsibility?   

 
 

Christian Fleetwood of the 4th USCT 
earned the Medal of Honor for his actions 
at Chapin's Farm, VA, July 1864.  His 
daughter donated the Medal of Honor to 
the National Museum of American 
History (Smithsonian).   

Morris Island today. Not only was this site the key to the whole Confederate defense 
of Charleston in 1863, Clara Barton, Susie King Taylor, Robert Gould Shaw and the 
first African-American Medal of Honor winner are all tied to this site.  CWPT 
conducted a preservation campaign to save 117 acres of historic Morris Island, SC.  
Learn more: www.civilwar.org/battlefields/battery-wagner.html.  
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Most of what we know about Susie King Taylor comes from her memoirs, Reminiscences of My Life in Camp 
with the 33rd United States Colored Troops, Late 1st S.C. Volunteers.  While it would help to have more 
information about Taylor from other points of view, we can still get a good picture of Taylor’s actions and 
beliefs. These are just suggestions of examples of the Six Pillars of Character at work in Taylor’s life.  You may 
find other examples of the Six Pillars of Character in action. 
 

�����(����������
 

+ Taylor built up a good reputation based on hard work and her dedication to the people she  
served. 

 

+ She was loyal to the soldiers and officers of her regiment – and the regiments which served  
alongside it – throughout her life.  She gives them tremendous praise in her Reminiscences. 

 

+ She seems to have been loyal to her country despite huge problems with racism, violence and  
lack of opportunities for African Americans.   

 

+ Taylor did very well in school.  She must have completed her assignments and taken her 
schooling seriously. 

 

+������ �
 

+ Taylor seems to have treated all of the men and women with whom she served – black and  
white, officers and men – with great respect.   

 

+ Even though Reminiscences is written very passionately, there are no instances of personal  
attacks, name calling, calls to violence, etc. 

 

+ Taylor didn’t blame all whites for the racism and violence shown by a portion of their number. 
 

+ Taylor’s Reminiscences 
show that she continued 
to respect veterans and 
former officers for  
the rest of her life.  She 
worked hard in later 
years to serve veterans – 
especially veterans of 
the black regiments. 

 

+ When Taylor did well in 
school, she was showing 
respect to her mother, 
grandmother,  
teachers and self. 

 

- Taylor was very 
conscious of social class 
and did not care to travel 
or be associated with the  
“lower class”. 

An African American women’s league from Rhode Island, ca. 1899.   
Library of Congress 
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+ Taylor did her best to serve the soldiers 

despite trying circumstances [for example, 
trying to feed soldiers and using turtle eggs 
(local resources) to make custard].  She used 
her creativity and resourcefulness to serve the 
common good. 

 
+ Taylor tried several times to establish a school, 

despite competition from other sources. 
 
+ When competition was too strong for Taylor to 

continue teaching, she realized she could not  
care for her son alone and enlisted the help of 
her family.   

 
+ Taylor maintains a high level of decorum in her 

Reminiscences, showing great discipline and  
self-control, especially given the passionate 
nature of her beliefs. 

 

�	������ �
 
+ Taylor didn’t blame everybody for the anger 

and racism harbored by a segment of the white  
population.   

 
+ Taylor said, “I do not uphold my race when they do wrong.  They ought to be punished…” 

(Reminiscences 62). 
 
+ Despite her (justifiable) bitterness about the state of America during her lifetime, Taylor was 

hopeful that some day America would change.  She could see the promise of change and said 
that she did not despair. 

 

,	���� �
 
+ In her Reminiscences, Taylor shares her gratitude for several people’s assistance, leadership  

and friendship.  
 
+ Taylor was a teacher and nurse who helped people with compassion and kindness. 
 
+ The fact that she is hopeful for the future indicates that she is willing to forgive. 
 
+ Taylor was concerned about civilians who were losing homes in Charleston while the city was 

being burned. 
 

 

“Reading by Candlelight”.  Library of Congress.   
Taylor helped many adults – as well as children – 

 learn to read.  This skill was highly prized. 
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+ Taylor had a 

tremendous 
passion to see 
American society 
improved – an 
end to racism, and 
a guarantee of 
equal protection 
under the law.  
The fact that she 
was speaking out 
against racism 
and hatred was a 
brave act of 
peaceful protest. 

 
+ When Taylor 

taught soldiers - 
and later 
established 
schools for African 
Americans - she was 
 performing a civic duty,  
not only working out of  
economic necessity.   

 
+ Taylor helped veterans  

through the Women’s Relief  
Corps (a branch of Grand Army  
of the Republic/ GAR). 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CHARACTER COUNTS! and The Six Pillars of Character are service marks of Josephson Institute.   
© 2008 Josephson Institute.  The definitions of the Six Pillars of Character are reprinted with permission.  

www.charactercounts.org   

Not only did African Americans serve in the Civil War during Taylor’s lifetime, they served on the 
Western frontier, in the Philippines, and in Cuba.  Here we see African American soldiers, near 

Salt Lake City, UT, preparing to serve in the Spanish-American War.   Library of Congress. 
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+ Taylor wrote her memoirs at the request of former 
officers, members of the regiment and many others; 
she was open to their desire to relive their 
experiences and memories through her. 

- In her memoirs she gives us very few personal 
details.  While this fits with the literary traditions of the 
time, we feel disappointed in that we know very little 
about her personal life. 

65 !�	���	����   

+ Taylor could envision a world without racism, a world 
where there was liberty and justice for all.  She also 
had ideas on how to achieve these visions. 

+ Taylor had dreams of maintaining her own school; 
however, the opening of a Beach Institute quelled 
those dreams. 

75 #�����	(	��
 

 

+    By taking the time to write her memoirs, Taylor 
was able to re-process the events of her  
lifetime and clarify her vision for the future. 

 
85 .�����	����	���)��	���  

+ Despite the overwhelming racism of the time, Taylor had no hatred of whites as a group.  She 
didn’t blame the entire group for the faults of a few. 

+  Taylor overcame her early feelings of aversion (blood, terrible wounds, suffering wounded) in 
order to be an effective healer and leader. 

95 ����������

+ Taylor helped many eager former-slaves learn how to read and write.  Not only did this help them 
become more productive members of society, this helped them become more fulfilled as 
individuals. 

+ Taylor recognized that slavery and racism had left an ugly stain on the way other nations viewed 
the United States. 

“The Spirit’s Flight” .  Currier and Ives, ca. 1890.   
Library of Congress. 
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+ Taylor was very aware of the wrongs inflicted upon African 
Americans as well as the broken promise of freedom and justice 
for all.  She was also very aware of America’s potential. 

- Taylor doesn’t give us the “big picture” in her memoir.  We know 
about the regiment’s small corner of the war and little else.  
Given that her Reminiscences are written from such a unique 
perspective (a female, former slave who moved with a USCT 
regiment), readers then and now would benefit if they had a 
wider context for her story.  

;5 �����	����  

+ Taylor’s Reminiscences are extraordinarily persuasive without 
including a call to violence or extremism.  Neither does she 
speak disrespectfully of others. 

<5 ,�������	��1	����  

+ Taylor’s Reminiscences demonstrate her ability to see the 
bigger issues instead of smaller day-to-day problems.  For 
example, being unable to get a sleeper berth for her dying son isn’t an issue with a few hostile 
people on a train line – it’s a symptom of a much larger problem.  

+/- Taylor had big dreams of running her own school.   If it weren’t for the repeated intrusions by 
newer “free” schools, Taylor probably would have stayed in teaching.  

=5 '�	����  

+ Very powerfully, Taylor recognized the brokenness of American society due to racism.  She called 
for justice in very strong terms.  However, she still projected a sense of hope for the future. 

+ In writing her memoirs, she came to terms with both her painful past and her proud memories.  
The members of the 33rd USCTs (and those close to the 33rd) were also helped. 

+ Taylor’s work in the Women’s Relief Corps connected individual veterans who may have “slipped 
through the cracks” with other veterans, thereby strengthening the community of veterans as a 
whole. 

+ When members of the regiment met in groups to learn how to read, they strengthened their 
community. 

Based on “The Servant as Leader” by Robert K. Green leaf, 
© Greenleaf Center for Servant Leadership 1991, 200 8.  

Reprinted with permission.  
Further information about servant leadership can be  found at www.greenleaf.org . 

 

Unidentified African-American woman 
and child, ca. 1860-1870.  

 Library of Congress 
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The following primary sources are taken from Susie King Taylor’s Reminiscences of My Life in Camp 
with the 33rd US Colored Troops, Late 1st SC Volunteers. 
 
Introduction by Thomas Wentworth Higginson and  
Letter from Col. C.T. Trowbridge, pages xi to xiii,  

INTRODUCTION 

       ACTUAL military life is rarely described by a woman, and this is especially true of a woman whose place 
was in the ranks, as the wife of a soldier and herself a regimental laundress. No such description has ever 
been given, I am sure, by one thus connected with a colored regiment; so that the nearly 200,000 black 
soldiers (178,975) of our Civil War have never before been delineated from the woman's point of view. All this 
gives peculiar interest to this little volume, relating wholly to the career of the very earliest of these regiments,--
the one described by myself, from a wholly different point of view, in my volume” Army Life in a Black 
Regiment," long since translated into French by the Comtesse de Gasparin under the title "Vie Militaire dans 
un R� giment Noir." 

        The writer of the present book was very exceptional among the colored laundresses, in that she could 
read and write and had taught children to do the same; and her whole life and career were most estimable, 
both during the war and in the later period during which she has lived in Boston and has made many friends. I 
may add that I did not see the book until the sheets were in print, and have left it wholly untouched, except as 
to a few errors in proper names. I commend the narrative to those who love the plain record of simple lives, led 
in stormy periods. 

THOMAS WENTWORTH HIGGINSON,  
Former Colonel 1st S. C. Volunteers 

(afterwards 38d U. S. Colored Infantry). 

CAMBRIDGE, MASS., 
November 3, 1902. 

LETTER FROM COL. C. T. TROWBRIDGE 

ST. PAUL, MINN., April 7, 1902.  

MRS. SUSAN KING TAYLOR: 

        DEAR MADAM,--The manuscript of the story of your army life reached me to-day. I have read it with 
much care and interest, and I most willingly and cordially indorse it as a truthful account of your unselfish 
devotion and service through more than three long years of war in which the 33d Regiment bore a conspicuous 
part in the great conflict for human liberty and the restoration of the Union. I most sincerely regret that through 
a technicality you are debarred from having your name placed on the roll of pensioners, as an Army Nurse; for 
among all the number of heroic women whom the government is now rewarding, I know of no one more 
deserving than yourself. 

Yours in F. C. & L., 

C. T. TROWBRIDGE,  
Late Lt.-Col. 33d U. S. C. T. 
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Chapter 3: 
ON ST. SIMON'S ISLAND – 1862 – pages 11-17 

        NEXT morning we arrived at St. Simon's, and the captain told Commodore Goldsborough about this 
affair, and his reply was, "Captain Whitmore, you should not have allowed them to return; you should have 
kept them." After I had been on St. Simon's about three days, Commodore Goldsborough heard of me, and 
came to Gaston Bluff to see me. I found him very cordial. He said Captain Whitmore had spoken to him of me, 
and that he was pleased to hear of my being so capable, etc., and wished me to take charge of a school for the 
children on the island. I told him I would gladly do so, if I could have some books. He said I should have them, 
and in a week or two I received two large boxes of books and testaments from the North. I had about forty 
children to teach, beside a number of adults who came to me nights, all of them so eager to learn to read, to 
read above anything else. Chaplain French, of Boston, would come to the school, sometimes, and lecture to 
the pupils on Boston and the North. 

        About the first of June we were told that there was going to be a settlement of the war. Those who were 
on the Union side would remain free, and those in bondage were to work three days for their masters and three 
for themselves. It was a gloomy time for us all, and we were to be sent to Liberia. Chaplain French asked me 
would I rather go back to Savannah or go to Liberia. I told him the latter place by all means. We did not know 
when this would be, but we were prepared in case this settlement should be reached. However, the 
Confederates would not agree to the arrangement, or else it was one of the many rumors flying about at the 
time, as we heard nothing further of the matter. There were a number of settlements on this island of St. 
Simon's, just like little villages, and we would go from one to the other on business, to call, or only for a walk. 

        One Sunday, two men, Adam Miller and Daniel Spaulding, were chased by some rebels as they were 
coming from Hope Place (which was between the Beach and Gaston Bluff), but the latter were unable to catch 
them. When they reached the Beach and told this, all the men on the place, about ninety, armed themselves, 
and next day (Monday), with Charles O'Neal as their leader, skirmished the island for the "rebs." In a short 
while they discovered them in the woods, hidden behind a large log, among the thick underbrush. Charles 
O'Neal was the first to see them, and he was killed; also John Brown, and their bodies were never found. 
Charles O'Neal was an uncle of Edward King, who later was my husband and a sergeant in Co. E., U. S. I. 
Another man was shot, but not found for three days. On Tuesday, the second day, Captain Trowbridge and 
some soldiers landed, and assisted the skirmishers. Word having been sent by the mail-boat Uncas to Hilton 
Head, later in the day Commodore Goldsborough, who was in command of the naval station, landed about 
three hundred marines, and joined the others to oust the rebels. On Wednesday, John Baker, the man shot on 
Monday, was found in a terrible condition by Henry Batchlott, who carried him to the Beach, where he was 
attended by the surgeon. He told us how, after being shot, he lay quiet for a day. On the second day he 
managed to reach some wild grapes growing near him. These he ate, to satisfy his hunger and intense thirst, 
then he crawled slowly, every movement causing agony, until he got to the side of the road. He lived only three 
months after they found him. 

        On the second day of the skirmish the troops captured a boat which they knew the Confederates had 
used to land in, and having this in their possession, the "rebs" could not return; so pickets were stationed all 
around the island. There was an old man, Henry Capers, who had been left on one of the places by his old 
master, Mr. Hazzard, as he was too old to carry away. These rebels went to his house in the night, and he hid 
them up in the loft. On Tuesday all hands went to this man's house with a determination to burn it down, but 
Henry Batchlott pleaded with the men to spare it. The rebels were in hiding, still, waiting a chance to get off the 
island. They searched his house, but neglected to go up into the loft, and in so doing missed the rebels 
concealed there. Late in the night Henry Capers gave them his boat to escape in, and they got off all right. This 
old man was allowed by the men in charge of the island to cut grass for his horse, and to have a boat to carry 
this grass to his home, and so they were not detected, our men thinking it was Capers using the boat. After 
Commodore Goldsborough left the island, Commodore Judon sent the old man over to the mainland and 
would not allow him to remain on the island. 
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        There were about six hundred men, women, and children on St. Simon's, the women and children being 
in the majority, and we were afraid to go very far from our own quarters in the daytime, and at night even to go 
out of the house for a long time, although the men were on the watch all the time; for there were not any 
soldiers on the island, only the marines who were on the gunboats along the coast. The rebels, knowing this, 
could steal by them under cover of the night, and getting on the island would capture any persons venturing 
out alone and carry them to the mainland. Several of the men disappeared, and as they were never heard from 
we came to the conclusion they had been carried off in this way. 

        The latter part of August, 1862, Captain C. T. Trowbridge, with his brother John and Lieutenant Walker, 
came to St. Simon's Island from Hilton Head, by order of General Hunter, to get all the men possible to finish 
filling his regiment which he had organized in March, 1862. He had heard of the skirmish on this island, and 
was very much pleased at the bravery shown by these men. He found me at Gaston Bluff teaching my little 
school, and was much interested in it. When I knew him better I found him to be a thorough gentleman and a 
staunch friend to my race. 

        Captain Trowbridge remained with us until October, when the order was received to evacuate, and so we 
boarded the Ben-De-Ford, a transport, for Beaufort, S. C. When we arrived in Beaufort, Captain Trowbridge 
and the men he had enlisted went to camp at Old Fort, which they named "Camp Saxton." I was enrolled as 
laundress. 

        The first suits worn by the boys were red coats and pants, which they disliked very much, for, they said, 
"The rebels see us, miles away." 

        The first colored troops did not receive any pay for eighteen months, and the men had to depend wholly 
on what they received from the commissary, established by General Saxton. A great many of these men had 
large families, and as they had no money to give them, their wives were obliged to support themselves and 
children by washing for the officers of the gunboats and the soldiers, and making cakes and pies which they 
sold to the boys in camp. Finally, in 1863, the government decided to give them half pay, but the men would 
not accept this. They wanted "full pay" or nothing. They preferred rather to give their services to the state, 
which they did until 1864, when the government granted them full pay, with all the back pay due. 

        I remember hearing Captain Heasley telling his company, one day, "Boys, stand up for your full pay! I am 
with you, and so are all the officers." This captain was from Pennsylvania, and was a very good man; all the 
men liked him. N. G. Parker, our first lieutenant, was from Massachusetts. H. A. Beach was from New York. He 
was very delicate, and had to resign in 1864 on account of ill health. 

        I had a number of relatives in this regiment, --several uncles, some cousins, and a husband in Company 
E, and a number of cousins in other companies. Major Strong, of this regiment, started home on a furlough, but 
the vessel he was aboard was lost, and he never reached his home. He was one of the best officers we had. 
After his death, Captain C. T. Trowbridge was promoted major, August, 1863, and filled Major Strong's place 
until December, 1864, when he was promoted lieutenant-colonel, which he remained until he was mustered 
out, February 6, 1866. 

        In February, 1863, several cases of varioloid broke out among the boys, which caused some anxiety in 
camp. Edward Davis, of Company E (the company I was with), had it very badly. He was put into a tent apart 
from the rest of the men, and only the doctor and camp steward, James Cummings, were allowed to see or 
attend him; but I went to see this man every day and nursed him. The last thing at night, I always went in to 
see that he was comfortable, but in spite of the good care and attention he received, he succumbed to the 
disease. 

        I was not in the least afraid of the small-pox. I had been vaccinated, and I drank sassafras tea constantly, 
which kept my blood purged and prevented me from contracting this dread scourge, and no one need fear 
getting it if they will only keep their blood in good condition with this sassafras tea, and take it before going 
where the patient is. 
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Copy of “General Orders No. 1”, February 9, 1866 
(Mustering Out of the Service) - Page 47 – 50 

GENERAL ORDERS. 
HEADQUARTERS 33D U. S. C. T., 

LATE 1ST SO. CAROLINA VOLUNTEERS, 
MORRIS ISLAND, S. C., Feb. 9, 1866.  

General Order ,  
No. 1. 

        COMRADES: The hour is at hand when we must separate forever, and nothing can take from us the pride 
we feel, when we look upon the history of the 'First South Carolina Volunteers,' the first black regiment that 
ever bore arms in defense of freedom on the continent of America. 

        On the 9th day of May, 1862, at which time there were nearly four millions of your race in bondage, 
sanctioned by the laws of the land and protected by our flag,--on that day, in the face of the floods of prejudice 
that well-nigh deluged every avenue to manhood and true liberty, you came forth to do battle for your country 
and kindred. 

        For long and weary months, without pay or even the privilege of being recognized as soldiers, you labored 
on, only to be disbanded and sent to your homes without even a hope of reward, and when our country, 
necessitated by the deadly struggle with armed traitors, finally granted you the opportunity again to come forth 
in defense of the nation's life, the alacrity with which you responded to the call gave abundant evidence of your 
readiness to strike a manly blow for the liberty of your race. And from that little band of hopeful, trusting, and 
brave men who gathered at Camp Saxton, on Port Royal Island, in the fall of '62, amidst the terrible prejudices 
that surrounded us, has grown an army of a hundred and forty thousand black soldiers, whose valor and 
heroism has won for your race a name which will live as long as the undying pages of history shall endure; and 
by whose efforts, united with those of the white man, armed rebellion has been conquered, the millions of 
bondsmen have been emancipated, and the fundamental law of the land has been so altered as to remove 
forever the possibility of human slavery being established within the borders of redeemed America. The flag of 
our fathers, restored to its rightful significance, now floats over every foot of our territory, from Maine to 
California, and beholds only free men! The prejudices which formerly existed against you are well-nigh rooted 
out. 

       Soldiers, you have done your duty and acquitted yourselves like men who, actuated by such ennobling 
motives, could not fail; and as the result of your fidelity and obedience you have won your freedom, and oh, 
how great the reward! It seems fitting to me that the last hours of our existence as a regiment should be 
passed amidst the unmarked graves of your comrades, at Fort Wagner. Near you rest the bones of Colonel 
Shaw, buried by an enemy's hand in the same grave with his black soldiers who fell at his side; where in the 
future your children's children will come on pilgrimages to do homage to the ashes of those who fell in this 
glorious struggle. 

        The flag which was presented to us by the Rev. George B. Cheever and his congregation, of New York 
city, on the 1st of January, 1863,--the day when Lincoln's immortal proclamation of freedom was given to the 
world,--and which you have borne so nobly through the war, is now to be rolled up forever and deposited in our 
nation's capital. And while there it shall rest, with the battles in which you have participated inscribed upon its 
folds, it will be a source of pride to us all to remember that it has never been disgraced by a cowardly faltering 
in the hour of danger, or polluted by a traitor's touch. 

       Now that you are to lay aside your arms, I adjure you, by the associations and history of the past, and the 
love you bear for your liberties, to harbor no feelings of hatred toward your former masters, but to seek in the 
paths of honesty, virtue, sobriety, and industry, and by a willing obedience to the laws of the land, to grow up to 
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the full stature of American citizens. The church, the school-house, and the right forever to be free are now 
secured to you, and every prospect before you is full of hope and encouragement. The nation guarantees to 
you full protection and justice, and will require from you in return that respect for the laws and orderly 
deportment which will prove to every one your right to all the privileges of freemen. To the officers of the 
regiment I would say, your toils are ended, your mission is fulfilled, and we separate forever. The fidelity, 
patience, and patriotism with which you have discharged your duties to your men and to your country entitle 
you to a far higher tribute than any words of thankfulness which I can give you from the bottom of my heart. 
You will find your reward in the proud conviction that the cause for which you have battled so nobly has been 
crowned with abundant success. 

       Officers and soldiers of the 33d U. S. Colored Troops, once the First So. Carolina Volunteers, I bid you all 
farewell! 

By order of  

LT. COLONEL C. T. TROWBRIDGE, 
Commanding regiment.  

E. W. HYDE, 
1st Lieut. 33d U. S. C. T. and acting adjutant. 
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Chapter XIII:  “Thoughts on Present Conditions” 
Pages 61-68 

XIII  
THOUGHTS ON PRESENT CONDITIONS 

        LIVING here in Boston where the black man is given equal justice, I must say a word on the general 
treatment of my race, both in the North and South, in this twentieth century. I wonder if our white fellow men 
realize the true sense or meaning of brotherhood? For two hundred years we had toiled for them; the war of 
1861 came and was ended, and we thought our race was forever freed from bondage, and that the two races 
could live in unity with each other, but when we read almost every day of what is being done to my race by 
some whites in the South, I sometimes ask, "Was the war in vain? Has it brought freedom, in the full sense of 
the word, or has it not made our condition more hopeless?" 

        In this "land of the free" we are burned, tortured, and denied a fair trial, murdered for any imaginary wrong 
conceived in the brain of the negro-hating white man. There is no redress for us from a government which 
promised to protect all under its flag. It seems a mystery to me. They say, "One flag, one nation, one country 
indivisible." Is this true? Can we say this truthfully, when one race is allowed to burn, hang, and inflict the most 
horrible torture weekly, monthly, on another? No, we cannot sing "My country, 'tis of thee, Sweet land of 
Liberty"! It is hollow mockery. The Southland laws are all on the side of the white, and they do just as they like 
to the Negro, whether in the right or not. 

        I do not uphold my race when they do wrong. They ought to be punished, but the innocent are made to 
suffer as well as the guilty, and I hope the time will hasten when it will be stopped forever. Let us remember 
God says, "He that sheds blood, his blood shall be required again." I may not live to see it, but the time is 
approaching when the South will again have cause to repent for the blood it has shed of innocent black men, 
for their blood cries out for vengeance. For the South still cherishes a hatred toward the blacks, although there 
are some true Southern gentlemen left who abhor the stigma brought upon them, and feel it very keenly, and I 
hope the day is not far distant when the two races will reside in peace in the Southland, and we will sing with 
sincere and truthful hearts, "My country, 't is of thee, Sweet land of Liberty, of thee I sing." 

        I have been in many States and cities, and in each I have looked for liberty and justice, equal for the black 
as for the white; but it was not until I was within the borders of New England, and reached old Massachusetts, 
that I found it. Here is found liberty in the full sense of the word, liberty for the stranger within her gates, 
irrespective of race or creed, liberty and justice for all. 

        We have before us still another problem to solve. With the close of the Spanish war, and on the entrance 
of the Americans into Cuba, the same conditions confront us as the war of 1861 left. The Cubans are free, but 
it is a limited freedom, for prejudice, deep-rooted, has been brought to them and a separation made between 
the white and black Cubans, a thing that had never existed between them before; but to-day there is the same 
intense hatred toward the negro in Cuba that there is in some parts of this country. 

        I helped to furnish and pack boxes to be sent to the soldiers and hospitals during the first part of the 
Spanish war; there were black soldiers there too. At the battle of San Juan Hill, they were in the front, just as 
brave, loyal, and true as those other black men who fought for freedom and the right; and yet their bravery and 
faithfulness were reluctantly acknowledged, and praise grudgingly given. All we ask for is "equal justice," the 
same that is accorded to all other races who come to this country, of their free will (not forced to, as we were), 
and are allowed to enjoy every privilege, unrestricted, while we are denied what is rightfully our own in a 
country which the labor of our forefathers helped to make what it is. 

        One thing I have noticed among my people in the South: they have accumulated a large amount of real 
estate, far surpassing the colored owners in the North, who seem to let their opportunity slip by them. Nearly all 
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of Brownsville (a suburb of Savannah) is owned by colored people, and so it is in a great many other places 
throughout the State, and all that is needed is the protection of the law as citizens. 

        In 1867, soon after the death of my father, who had served on a gunboat during the war, my mother 
opened a grocery store, where she kept general merchandise always on hand. These she traded for cash or 
would exchange for crops of cotton, corn, or rice, which she would ship once a month, to F. Lloyd & Co., or 
Johnson & Jackson, in Savannah. These were colored merchants, doing business on Bay Street in that city. 
Mother bought her first property, which contained ten acres. She next purchased fifty acres of land. Then she 
had a chance to get a place with seven hundred acres of land, and she bought this... 

        I read an article, which said the ex-Confederate Daughters had sent a petition to the managers of the 
local theatres in Tennessee to prohibit the performance of "Uncle Tom's Cabin," claiming it was exaggerated 
(that is, the treatment of the slaves), and would have a very bad effect on the children who might see the 
drama. I paused and thought back a few years of the heart-rending scenes I have witnessed; I have seen 
many times, when I was a mere girl, thirty or forty men, handcuffed, and as many women and children, come 
every first Tuesday of each month from Mr. Wiley's trade office to the auction blocks, one of them being 
situated on Drayton Street and Court Lane, the other on Bryant Street, near the Pulaski House. The route was 
down our principal street, Bull Street, to the courthouse, which was only a block from where I resided. 

        All people in those days got all their water from the city pumps, which stood about a block apart 
throughout the city. The one we used to get water from was opposite the court-house, on Bull Street. I 
remember, as if it were yesterday, seeing droves of negroes going to be sold, and I often went to look at them, 
and I could hear the auctioneer very plainly from my house, auctioning these poor people off. 

        Do these Confederate Daughters ever send petitions to prohibit the atrocious lynchings and wholesale 
murdering and torture of the Negro? Do you ever hear of them fearing this would have a bad effect on the 
children? Which of these two, the drama or the present state of affairs, makes a degrading impression upon 
the minds of our young generation? In my opinion it is not "Uncle Tom's Cabin," but it should be the one that 
has caused the world to cry "Shame!" It does not seem as if our land is yet civilized. It is like times long past, 
when rulers and high officers had to flee for their lives, and the Negro has been dealt with in the same way 
since the war by those he lived with and toiled for two hundred years or more. I do not condemn all the 
Caucasian race because the negro is badly treated by a few of the race. No! for had it not been for the true 
whites, assisted by God and the prayers of our forefathers, I should not be here to-day. 

        There are still good friends to the Negro. Why, there are still thousands that have not bowed to Baal. So it 
is with us. Man thinks two hundred years is a long time, and it is, too; but it is only as a week to God, and in his 
own time --I know I shall not live to see the day, but it will come--the South will be like the North, and when it 
comes it will be prized higher than we prize the North to-day. God is just; when he created man he made him in 
his image, and never intended one should misuse the other. All men are born free and equal in his sight. 

        I am pleased to know at this writing that the officers and comrades of my regiment stand ready to render 
me assistance whenever required. It seems like "bread cast upon the water," and it has returned after many 
days, when it is most needed. I have received letters from some of the comrades, since we parted in 1866, 
with expressions of gratitude and thanks to me for teaching them their first letters. One of them, Peter Waggall, 
is a minister in Jacksonville, Fla. Another is in the government service at Washington, D. C. Others are in 
Darien and Savannah, Ga., and all are doing well. 

        There are many people who do not know what some of the colored women did during the war. There 
were hundreds of them who assisted the Union soldiers by hiding them and helping them to escape. Many 
were punished for taking food to the prison stockades for the prisoners. When I went into Savannah, in 1805, I 
was told of one of these stockades which was in the suburbs of the city, and they said it was an awful place. 
The Union soldiers were in it, worse than pigs, without any shelter from sun or storm, and the colored women 
would take food there at night and pass it to them, through the holes in the fence. The soldiers were starving, 
and these women did all they could towards relieving those men, although they knew the penalty, should they 
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be caught giving them aid. Others assisted in various ways the Union army. These things should be kept in 
history before the people. There has never been a greater war in the United States than the one of 1861, 
where so many lives were lost,--not men alone but noble women as well. 

        Let us not forget that terrible war, or our brave soldiers who were thrown into Andersonville and Libby 
prisons, the awful agony they went through, and the most brutal treatment they received in those loathsome 
dens, the worst ever given human beings; and if the white soldiers were subjected to such treatment, what 
must have been the horrors inflicted on the negro soldiers in their prison pens? Can we forget those cruelties? 
No, though we try to forgive and say, "No North, no South," and hope to see it in reality before the last 
comrade passes away. 

 
 


